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Evaluation Report Recommendation MFAT Response and Action 

(Agree, Partially Agree, Reject) 

Recommendation 1: MSSIF continues to use Ministry of Fisheries and 

Marine Resources (MFMR) work planning processes to allocate MSSIF 

resources to MFMR priorities as outlined in its Corporate Plan. 

Agree: A future phase of fisheries sector support will continue to prioritise working 

through MFMR work planning processes. 

Recommendation 2: MSSIF funds continue to be administered through a 

sector budget support model, supported by a dedicated project team 

which coordinates with MFMR, Ministry of Finance and Treasury (MOFT) 

and the New Zealand High Commission to address inefficiencies as they 

arise.    

Agree: In addition, findings from a planned audit will inform improvements to financial 

controls.  

Recommendation 3: MSSIF Phase 4 to continue support, including 

through provision of technical assistance where needed, to ensure the 

structural changes, and associated management and planning processes 

put in place under earlier Phases are sustained.   

Agree: Options for a next phase of support will include consideration of technical 

assistance. 

Recommendation 4: MSSIF Phase 4 to continue support to the Aruligo 

Tilapia Hatchery project to ensure momentum is maintained and that the 

anticipated economic and social benefits to farmers and to the wider 

Solomon Islands population are realised. 

Agree: Options for a next phase of support should include support to MFMR to 

operationalise the Aruligo Tilapia Hatchery. This will be discussed further with MFMR. 
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Evaluation Report Recommendation MFAT Response and Action 

(Agree, Partially Agree, Reject) 

Recommendation 5: Consideration of future support to implementation 

of management measures in the offshore sector, such as electronic 

monitoring, needs to take full account of wider regional uptake and the 

potential costs and associated incentives placed on tuna industry 

partners. 

Agree: Options to address this will be considered through a future phase of bilateral 

fisheries sector support, and alongside regional programmes. 

Recommendation 6: MFAT to implement mechanisms (for example, 

regular meetings, newsletters, and/or an online information sharing 

platform) for coordination across its bilateral and regional fisheries 

portfolios. 

Agree: MFAT divisions to establish mechanisms for improved coordination across 

bilateral and regional portfolios. 

Recommendation 7: MSSIF Programme Manager to participate in 

coordination efforts to leverage synergies, maximise opportunities for 

support to MFMR, and avoid duplication of efforts. 

Agree: Options for a next phase of support will consider role and responsibilities of the 

Project Manager. 

Recommendation 8:  In line with the recommendation from the Phase 2 

evaluation, MFAT to support New Zealand’s Ministry of Primary 

Industries (MPI) to formalise a support arrangement with MFMR under 

the MPI Pacific Fisheries Capacity Development Programme in order to 

create longer term institutional relationships between the fisheries 

administrations and integrate the MPI programme into MFMR work 

planning.   

Agree: in principle subject to confirmation with MPI.  .  
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Evaluation Report Recommendation MFAT Response and Action 

(Agree, Partially Agree, Reject) 

Recommendation 9: In line with the recommendation from the Phase 2 

evaluation, MSSIF Phase 4 to consider and lead discussions with MFMR 

on how MSSIF can support a more formalised, MFMR led, donor 

coordination process involving all relevant donors and partner 

organisations. 

Agree: Options for a next phase of support will include consideration of improvements 

to donor coordination processes, in collaboration with MFMR.  

Recommendation 10: MFAT to update the terms of reference for the 

MSSIF Programme Manager to include responsibilities for coordinating 

and networking with other donors. 

Agree: Options for a next phase of support will consider role and responsibilities of the 

Project Manager.  

Recommendation 11: MFMR to progress development of its Provincial 

Fisheries Strategy including consideration of the respective roles of 

MFMR headquarters and the Provincial Fisheries Officers, and associated 

long-term funding requirements, including from Provincial Governments 

and other sources. 

Agree: This will be considered in collaboration with MFMR as part of options for a next 

phase.  

Recommendation 12: MFAT commission a gender analysis, undertaken 

by local expertise in collaboration with MFMR, to inform the gender 

equity approach of the next phase of MSSIF.   

Agree: Options for a next phase of support will include a gender analysis to inform a 

gender equity approach during implementation.  

Recommendation 13: In line with the recommendation from the Phase 2 

evaluation, the design team for MSSIF Phase 4 to consider and lead 

discussions with MFMR on how inclusive development be considered 

explicitly and integrated into MSSIF management and review processes. 

Agree: This will be considered in collaboration with MFMR as part of options for a next 

phase. 
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