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ASEAN FOOD AND BEVERAGE ALLIANCE (AFBA)
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Brunei

Darussalam

National Chamber of Commerce & Industry Brunei 

Darussalam (NCCIBD)

Indonesia Indonesia Food and Beverage Association (GAPMMI)

Malaysia Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM)

Philippines Philippine Chamber of Food Manufacturers (PCFMI)

Singapore Singapore Manufacturing Federation (SMF)

Thailand Federation of Thai Industries (FTI)
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OBJECTIVE

Core Objective:

Facilitate intra- and extra-regional trade in ASEAN by supporting and accelerating

the ASEAN harmonisation process for the benefit of small, medium and large

enterprises and their consumers in the ASEAN markets
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FOOD SECTOR IS HIGHLY REGULATED

Public NTMs in the Food Sector in ASEAN

Source: ERIA-UNCTAD (2016)



Challenges and Trade Barriers

6



7

Labelling  
(Nutrition 
Labelling)

Product 
Registration

Import/Export 
Certification

Halal Certification

Maximum Residue 
Limits for 

Contaminants, 
Pesticide Residues

Analytical Methods

PRIORITY NTMs FOR THE FOOD INDUSTRY TO 

OVERCOME IN ASEAN



8

Labelling 
(Nutrition 
Labelling)

Product 
Registration

Import/Export 
Certification

Halal Certification

Maximum Residue 
Limits for 

Contaminants, 
Pesticide Residues

Analytical Methods

PRIORITY NTMs FOR THE FOOD INDUSTRY TO 

OVERCOME IN ASEAN



Case Study 1: Non-harmonised

Nutrition Labelling

Trade Impact of Non-harmonised nutrition 

labelling in ASEAN
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http://afba.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Nutrition-Labelling-on-Prepackaged-Food-Impact-on-

Trade-in-ASEAN_v2.pdf

http://afba.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Nutrition-Labelling-on-Prepackaged-Food-Impact-on-Trade-in-ASEAN_v2.pdf
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BACKGROUND

Differences in:

• International guidelines followed by 

countries

• Stages in adoption / alignment with 

Codex

• Regulatory regime
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KEY FINDINGS FROM REPORT

MACRO-LEVEL ASSESSMENT

• The prepackaged food (PPF) sector is a promising segment

• PPF sector is highly regulated 

• Nuanced differences in the labelling requirements prevail across the region

• Unexhausted trade potentials are evident in PPF trade

MICRO-LEVEL ASSESSMENT

• Difference in nutrition labelling guidelines

• Costs incurred by exporters to comply to guidelines

• Complexity of nutrition labelling distorts regional trade, with both price and 

quantity effects

• Streamlined measures on nutrition labelling needed  
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VARIANCES IN NUTRITION LABELLING

• Core / basic nutrients declaration

• Reference unit on the nutrition information panel (NIP) and nutrient reference 

values (NRVs)

• Minimum and maximum limits for minerals and vitamins

• Tolerance levels
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DIFFERENCES IN NUTRIENT REFERENCE VALUES 

(NRVs)

Country NRV 10 mg of vitamin C 

as a % of NRV

Brunei 30 mg 33.3

Malaysia 60 mg 16.7

Philippines 75 mg 13.3

Singapore 30 mg 33.3

Thailand 60 mg 16.7
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EXAMPLES OF NUTRITION LABEL
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Adopt a standard format, 
align to Codex, and 
identify the minimum 
requirements within the 
basic nutrient list of 
Codex that should be 
made mandatory.

Prioritise the 
streamlining of NRVs, 
with a standard format 
aligned to Codex.

Adopt a consensus for 
the remaining 
elements.

NUTRITION LABELLING ON PREPACKAGED FOOD: 

IMPACT ON TRADE IN ASEAN

RECOMMENDATIONS – Three-step approach



Case Study 2: Product Registration

Comparison Study on Product Registration 

Requirements Across ASEAN
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BACKGROUND

Difficulties in:

• Gaining market access

• Fulfilling requirements
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KEY CHALLENGES

• Difficulties in obtaining documents that are required for import / export

• Replication of existing laboratory test certification 

• Arbitrary process

• Ad hoc changes 

• Accessibility of information

PRODUCT REGISTRATION

LABORATORY TEST

COMMON CHALLENGES
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RECOMMENDATIONS

• Accessible

• Shorten lead time

• Reduce market access barriers

UNIFORM AND SIMPLIFIED LIST OF DOCUMENTS

RISK-BASED APPROACH OR POST MARKET SURVEILLANCE



A Harmonised Regulatory 

Framework

20
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GOOD REGULATORY PRACTICE

Transparency and accessibility of regulations

Effective information exchange on regulatory enquiries

Stakeholders consultation when drafting regulations

Align with international standards and best practices

Regional harmonisation / mutual recognition

Consistent local implementation 
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CAPACITY-BUILDING AND PARTNERSHIP

Technical training on harmonisation developments 

in ASEAN, product labelling, product registration 

and halal certification.

(Partnership with the Indonesia Food and Beverage 

Association, GAPMMI)

Technical training on the new halal certification 

scheme and the sweetened beverage tax.

(Partnership with Philippine Chamber of Food 

Manufacturers Inc, PCFMI)
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CAPACITY-BUILDING AND PARTNERSHIP

• Provide access to training and capacity building resources to public sector to 

strengthen national food safety regulatory systems
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AFBA IN INTERNATIONAL / REGIONAL 

HARMONISATION PLATFORMS

ASEAN PREPARED FOOD 

PRODUCT WORKING GROUP 

(PFPWG)

AFBA attends industry dialogue with the 

PFPWG to provide updates regarding 

industry initiatives on regional integration 

and explore opportunities for collaboration.

ASEAN BUSINESS ADVISORY 

COUNCIL (ASEAN BAC)

AFBA is identified as private sector 

champions from the agri-food sector to 

provide recommendations to the ASEAN 

BAC leaders on specific concerns on 

NTMs, which are subsequently channeled 

to the ASEAN Economic Ministers.
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CONCLUSION

Set regulatory 
framework / 

policies

Provide industry 
feedback and 

technical 
expertise

Regulators / 
Policy makers

Industry 
members

Harmonisation




