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CAB-25-MIN-0352

Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters - October/November
2025

Portfolio Foreign Affairs

On 13 October 2025, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of the Rt Hon Winston Peters from New' Zealand, from 19 October
to 2 November 2025, to travel to the United Kingdom, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden,
and Denmark to undertake bilateral visits;

2 agreed that he be accompanied by three members-0f-staff from his office, one of whose
costs will be met by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade;

3 approved the estimated expenditure of upito $116,534 for the travel expenses of the
ministerial party as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive — Travel);

4 noted that he will also be accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, whose travel costs will beymet by their agency;

5 agreed that in his absence:
5.1 Hon Todd McClay act as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 19 to 28 October 2025;

5.2 Hon Mark Patterson act as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 29 October to
2 November 2025;

5.3 Hon Mark Patterson act as Minister for Rail from 19 to 22 October 2025;
5.4 Hon Simeon Brown act as Minister for Rail from 23 October to 2 November 2025;
5.5  Hon Mark Patterson act as Minister for Racing;

6 noted that the House is sitting during his absence.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs

Chair, Cabinet

Proposed Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters — October-November 2025

1 Cabinet approval is sought to travel to United Kingdom, Iceland, Narway,
Denmark, Sweden, and Finland from Sunday 19 October to Sunday 2
November 2025 (inclusive).

2 The Prime Minister’s Office has approved the travel in-principle.

Purpose of Travel

3 The purpose of the travel is to undertake bilateral engagements in all six
destination countries and engage in the inaugural New Zealand-Nordic 5
meeting.

4 Our travel to London and meeting with new._Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper

will be a chance to underline New Zealand’s value as a reliable and trusted
partner in support of the rules-based international order. Engagements during
the visit will identify where New Zealand and the United Kingdom foreign policy
priorities intersect and will allow:an opportunity to discuss practical cooperation
in support of shared objectives.\We will be able to register several New Zealand
requests with the Foreign. Secretary Cooper and seek her support.

5 Our travel to Iceland,-Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark will consist of
bilateral engagements”at each destination and the first ever New Zealand-
Nordic 5 meeting.’ These meetings will emphasis the importance of the
international rules-based order, including existing close cooperation at the
United Nations and in other multilateral fora, in order to preserve and protect
elements-of\key significance to the Nordic 5 and New Zealand.

6 Meetings will allow for exchange perspectives on key strategic challenges for
our._respective regions, including polar governance, geopolitical issues, and
national security and resilience. We will also leverage existing linkages and
strong alignment to build partnerships in science, technology, and innovation
by advancing education, research, and space cooperation, and expand
collaboration across key sectors including polar sciences, energy, transport,
and manufacturing.

Outline of proposed visit
7 We intend to undertake the following key engagements:

7.1  United Kingdom:
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1.5

1.6

agree that in my absence:

151

1.5.2

153

154

155

Hon McClay would act as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 19-
28 October;

Hon Patterson would act as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 29
October-2 November; and

Hon Patterson would act as Minister for Rail from 19-22
October;

Hon Brown would act as Minister for Rail from 23 October-2
November; and

Hon Patterson would act as Minister for Racing;

note that the House is sitting during the first week of my absence only.

Authorised for lodgement

Rt Hon Winston Peters

Minister of Foreign Affairs
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