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New Zealand Foreign Minister Murray McCully visits East Africa
After a successful visit to southern Africa in April, New Zealand Foreign Minister Hon. Murray McCully
visited East Africa in July. After attending a Small Island Developing States meeting in the Seychelles,
Minister McCully made bilateral visits to Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Ethiopia. The Minister’s delegation
included High Commissioner Richard Mann and MFAT Director for Middle East and Africa Jonathan Austin.
In Nairobi, Kenya, Mr McCully met his ministerial counterpart,
Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs Amina Mohamed. The Ministers
discussed the growing New Zealand-Kenya relationship – including on
the Rugby Sevens field where Kenya has been a star performer this
year – and the scope for greater bilateral engagement particularly in
agriculture and renewable energy including the Kenyan Rift Valley
geothermal project. Minister McCully was one of the first foreign
ministers to meet Secretary Mohamed in Nairobi since her
appointment.

Minister McCully also visited the Olivado avocado oil processing factory north of Nairobi, to view an
exciting project that the New Zealand Aid Programme is supporting. NZ company Olivado has worked with
local avocado farmers for six years, and the NZ Aid Programme will help social and economic development
in the area, and support technical knowledge transfer.
In the capital of Tanzania, Dar es Salaam, Mr McCully met with
Tanzanian Foreign Minister Bernard Membe as well as Finance
Minister Mgimwa and Energy Minister Muhongo. Renewable
energy development was a key topic of discussion, and
highlighted as an area where our two countries can do more
together. Tanzania’s role and insights into regional political
issues was also of particular interest. Minister McCully
commented, “I see real prospects for working more closely
with Tanzania…this is a relationship that can be strengthened”.
The Minister’s forays to other countries in the region were supported by our colleagues from Addis Ababa,
where New Zealand’s newest resident embassy is being established. Deputy High Commissioner Georgina
Roberts has led the mission establishment, and we wish our colleagues well for the imminent opening of
the New Zealand Embassy which will be temporarily located at the Hilton Hotel.
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New Zealand Prime Minister’s Special Envoy Sir Don McKinnon
visits Mozambique, Zambia and Malawi
New Zealand Prime Minister John Key’s Special Envoy, Sir Don McKinnon,
visited Mozambique, Zambia and Malawi over 20-23 August, to discuss
New Zealand’s candidacy for a non-permanent seat on the United Nations
Security Council for 2015-16. He was accompanied on the visit by Ed
McIsaac from the High Commission in Pretoria, and Finnian Cheshire from
our UN and Commonwealth division in Wellington.
Sir Don is a former New Zealand Foreign Minister and Secretary General of
the Commonwealth and has a long historical relationship with the
Special Envoy Sir Don McKinnon meeting with
continent. He highlighted the positive contribution that New Zealand could
Malawian President Joyce Banda
make to the work of the Security Council, as a small multicultural AsiaPacific country which has worked actively in the UN. The visit provided a good opportunity to listen to the
views of African leaders on issues that are important for southern Africa
such as the on-going troubles in the DRC and Madagascar. It also helped
to further develop relations between New Zealand and three southern
African countries to which the High Commission in Pretoria is accredited.
Sir Don made calls on Foreign Minister Oldemiro Balói in Maputo;
President Michael Sata, Vice President Guy Scott, and Foreign Minister
Wilbur Simuusa in Lusaka; and President Joyce Banda in Lilongwe. He
also renewed an old connection with Zambia’s long-serving first
President post-independence, Kenneth Kaunda.

Sir Don, Ed McIsaac (far right), and Finnian
Cheshire (far left) meeting with Zambia’s first
President Kenneth Kaunda

New Zealand Parliamentarians visit Lesotho
High Commissioner Richard Mann led a delegation of New Zealand Members of Parliament to Lesotho’s capital Maseru on 6 September. Lesotho shares a similar Mixed
Member Proportional Representation electoral system with New Zealand, and Lesotho’s government and political leaders have been keen to exchange experience with
New Zealand on this system and on their new experience of coalition government.
The bipartisan New Zealand delegation included MPs Moana Mackey (Labour),
Jacqui Dean (National), Megan Woods (Labour) and Steffan Browning
(Greens). They met with acting Prime Minister Metsing, Foreign Affairs Minister Tsekoa, Speaker of the National
Assembly Motanyane, members of the National Assembly, and the Independent Electoral Commission. Acting PM
Metsing told the New Zealand MPs that New Zealand had assisted Lesotho with its electoral model “during our
greatest moment of need… the experience we got from New Zealand really brought relief to our political instability.” This was the second high level visit to Lesotho this year following the bilateral visit by Foreign Minister
McCully in April.

King Letsie III and High
Commissioner Richard Mann

High Commissioner Mann also attended and spoke at an event which combined the
launch of Father Michael Lapsley’s book “Redeeming the Past” and a seminar on Lesotho’s journey of reconciliation following the political crises of recent decades. The large
audience included His Majesty King Letsie III and a wide range of political, religious and
civil society leaders. New Zealander Father Michael, who has been our Honorary Consul in Cape Town for many years, spent time in exile in Lesotho during the struggle
against apartheid.
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New Zealand High Commissioner presents credentials in Angola
Richard Mann became the first New Zealand
Ambassador accredited to the Republic of Angola
when he presented credentials to President Jose
Eduardo Dos Santos in Luanda on 4 October. The
ceremony at the Presidential Palace involved national
anthems, inspection of the guard of honour and a
short friendly conversation with President Dos
Santos.
New Zealand proposed to establish diplomatic ties with
Angola earlier this year as part of the New Zealand
Government’s efforts to increase our engagement with
southern Africa. Second Secretary Ed McIsaac made
the first visit from the High Commission to Luanda in
June.

NZ Ambassador to Angola, H.E. Richard Mann, President José
Eduardos dos Santos and Foreign Minister Georges Chikoti

Mann said, “our two visits so far this year to Luanda have been valuable in enabling us to discuss with
Angolan authorities how we might begin to build a bilateral partnership. This is a country that is making
remarkable progress, bouncing back strongly from the destructive civil war that ended only 11 years
ago. There is clear evidence of investment and infrastructural
development taking place.
Angola is one of Africa’s largest oil producers, and is looking to
diversify its economy. Some New Zealand companies are
already showing interest in this exciting market.”
“I discussed with President Dos Santos the possibilities for
partnerships in the agricultural and renewable energy sectors,
and scope for collaboration should we both achieve our
aspirations to sit on the UN Security Council during 2015-16”, Mann said.

ISS Workshop on Peace and Security
New Zealand co-hosted with the Pretoria-based Institute for Security Studies a regional workshop on
African peace and security and the role of regional organisations on 12 August. High Commissioner
Richard Mann and MFAT official Finnian Cheshire represented New Zealand at the workshop, which
brought together representatives of regional organisations such as the African Union. the Southern Africa
Development Community and the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region.
Regional representatives welcomed New Zealand’s initiative to
create this opportunity to discuss interactions between the UN
Security Council and African regional organisations The workshop
discussed the peace and security architecture in Africa, the
question of mandate and coordination, and security trends in
Africa. For New Zealand, this was a valuable opportunity to
understand African perspectives on these issues and to
demonstrate that Africa can count on New Zealand as an engaged
partner when addressing peace and security issues in Africa.
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New Zealand Trade and Enterprise visits South Africa
New Zealand’s trade and investment promotion agency, New Zealand Trade and Enterprise, visited
Durban, Cape Town, Johannesburg and Pretoria over 29 July – 2 August. Dubai-based Regional Director
for Africa Clayton Kimpton, Trade Commissioner Steve Jones, and Business Manager Ronel Stembull
were accompanied on the visit by Ed McIsaac of the High Commission.
It was a useful opportunity to re-assess New Zealand’s trade and investment relationship with Africa’s
largest economy and one of our biggest trading partners on the continent, to develop new business
relationships and strengthen existing ones. It also provided some useful insights into the economic
opportunities that exist in South Africa’s fast-growing SADC neighbours.
New Zealand sells about USD$250 million worth of goods to South Africa annually. This export profile
has a healthy variation between primary products such as coal, meat, seafood, and dairy, and more
specialised goods utilising innovation and electronic and mechanical expertise (e.g. in the
communication and agri-business fields). South African companies spoke highly of New Zealand
products across various sectors and noted further opportunities for trade and investment.

Southern Spars in
Cape Town is a
New Zealand
owned company
manufacturing
masts and rigging
equipment for
racing yachts and
luxury vessels.

Robertson and
Caine, a South
African boat
builder, employs
some 600 people
and uses Southern
Spars components
in the construction
of these vessels.

Discussing
agriculture and
aquaculture
development
with
representatives
from the
Western Cape
Government.

The delegation also had useful meetings with representatives of the Eastern and Western Cape
Governments, and with central government agencies in Pretoria responsible for trade and investment,
and foreign affairs. Despite having a healthy trade relationship there is recognition by both South Africa
and New Zealand that we can lift our game. Future trade missions will be considered. And it is hoped
that NZTE may be able to establish an ‘in-market’ presence in South Africa in the future.

High Commissioner attends Botswana diplomatic briefing
High Commissioner Richard Mann travelled to Gaborone, capital of Botswana, on 13 September to participate in a diplomatic briefing by President Seretse Khama Ian Khama and a number of his government ministers. In a free and open discussion, President Khama answered questions from accredited
ambassadors on topics as wide-ranging as Botswana’s foreign policy views, economic and social policies
and infrastructural and energy development.
Mann said, “this annual briefing is much appreciated by the diplomatic corps, and reinforced for me
that Botswana is an independent-thinking and progressive country. New Zealand and Botswana have
an excellent bilateral relationship, demonstrated by the constructive discussions that Foreign Minister
McCully had with his Botswanan counterpart Minister Skelemani in Gaborone earlier this year.”
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New Zealand Aid supports Save the Children
in Kenya
Representatives from the New Zealand Aid Programme visited Save the
Children’s projects in Meru, Kenya. The New Zealand Government is
supporting programmes that are economically empowering households
affected by HIV through agricultural livelihood support. While
strengthening community knowledge about reducing and managing
incidences of HIV, Save the Children is providing communities with
agricultural inputs such as seeds, fertilizer, gardening tools, farming training
and development, access to microfinance and market linkages.
The positive impact of the programme was evident as it assisted men and women with HIV to live more
fulfilling lives empowering them to actively become involved in income generating activities. The people
taking part mentioned how they had received support and training about the importance of taking their
medication, maintaining a nutritional diet and educating others about HIV to reduce stigma and
misconceptions. The group had also received agricultural inputs, training in savings and loans and
business skills to enable them to start their own small enterprises and agricultural activities. Their
income generating activities ranged from market gardening, livestock rearing and dressmaking, to
running small tuck shops. This had assisted members to be more financially independent and enabled
them to pay their children's school fees, extend or build homes, feed and clothe themselves and their
families and support other vulnerable community members.
The programme is also enabling young people to access youth friendly health centres with resources
and counselling provided in conjunction with the
Kenyan Government. District health staff noted
that the programme was contributing to the
reduction in the rates of pregnancy, HIV infections
and related deaths among the youth. Furthermore
young people who were also benefiting from the
agricultural livelihood support programme noted
that they were now financially independent and
were able to support some of their family
members. Save the Children is also actively linking
successful community groups to local microfinance
institutions to enable them to access funding from
the private sector.
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New Zealand Scholarships Update
Selection for the 2013 New Zealand Development Scholarships intake is currently underway. The programme supports short
term (up to one year) and long term (up to 2 year) scholarships for Postgraduate and Masters level studies in New Zealand, in
the agriculture and sustainable energy sectors.

Alfan Rija, Tanzania
New Zealand Development Scholarship Alumnus

What did you study in New Zealand?
M.Sc. Conservation Biology at Victoria University of Wellington.
How has your career progressed since you completed your studies in New Zealand?
I completed my studies in 2009 and when I returned to Tanzania, I changed my former job as Park warden with Tanzania
National Parks to a Research officer with the National Environmental Management Council (NEMC) where I was in charge of
research and field operations with the Kihansi Spray Toad Restoration Project (an endemic critically endangered species).
What interested you in this project?
I joined this project to contribute my skills and save this endemic amphibian species threatened with extinction. I had a chance
to put into practice my ecological restoration skills and knowledge gained during my studies in Wellington. I was heavily
involved in recovering damaged habitat for the spray toad and published two papers on the issues facing the species. The
paper on reintroduction (published in a book Global Reintroduction perspectives: case studies from around the globe) gave us
some insights and directions on how we should proceed managing the toad in captivity as well as restoring damaged habitat.
How have your qualifications and experiences in New Zealand enhanced your ability to contribute to your country’s
development?
The population of the Kihansi spray toad has now recovered from 17 in captivity to more than six thousand currently, and trial
re-introduction was done last year. I am happy as I was able to contribute to bringing back to life this globally endemic
amphibian species.
While continuing with working in the toad project, later in the same year I found another job, with even greater impact to the
community and the country at large by teaching at the Sokoine University of Agriculture as Assistant Lecturer. I train students
to be critical thinkers and problem solvers. Several students who graduated and whom I supervised in their undergraduate
research projects have been employed in Natural Resources Management sectors and feedback shows that they are
performing quite well. Two of them have been awarded scholarships to go for Master degrees in Belgium and Italy and five
have been enrolled for postgraduate studies at my university. I am really proud of them, because my efforts are paying off as I
continue contributing to the development of my country.
As a young scientist and teacher I have published a good number of papers and contributed to the world of science through my
participation at several scientific conferences in Tanzania and abroad. Many thanks to the New Zealand Government for
impacting my life, through knowledge which is now solving real problems Tanzania is facing.
What are your future plans?
My future plan is to go for PhD studies to improve my competency as university teacher and researcher, and I hope for a
second warm welcome in New Zealand.
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Business Profile: Emcom Wireless
George Spencer, managing director and co-owner of Emcom Wireless based in
Johannesburg, has a long association with New Zealand. He has been talking to the
High Commission recently about what it takes to succeed when doing business in
Africa. Emcom, established in 1968, is a successful radio communications provider
that has been active in Africa for many years. It also has a 30+ year relationship as
exclusive distributor for Christchurch company Tait Radio Communications. This
relationship has assisted Tait in achieving market success in a variety of sectors here in Africa e.g. police
and public safety, electricity utilities, wildlife protection, forestry, road and rail, mining, oil and gas, to
name but a few. Spencer says he has watched Tait grow from a company which has always produced
excellent technical radio equipment into a competitive global player with excellent marketing
techniques. He thinks Tait products and solutions have a lot of space to grow in the global market place.
Spencer acknowledges that New Zealand companies suffer in being far from markets, which means it
can be difficult to travel in support of sales or marketing activities or technical product support. This
makes it imperative, he says, to bring on board dedicated local distributors/ partners who understand
both the product offering and who are sales and technical experts. He suggests that New Zealand
businesses should “not approach Africa with eurocentric eyes – don’t underestimate the damage a
brochure and briefcase salesman from the home country can do to the credibility of your organisation”.
He also highlights the need for exclusive agency relationships, a high level of consistent quality, and
competitive pricing, all of which Emcom has found with Tait.
Emcom has used its New Zealand connections to develop a relationship over the last 10 years with
Wellington-based radio communications company “4RF”, and has also succeeded in introducing, selling
and integrating their products across Africa. Spencer notes that 4RF products are very good and fulfil an
important niche, but highlights a lack of exclusive relationships as something that prevents greater
market share.
Companies like Emcom and Tait are helping to develop New Zealand’s exports into
Africa. Already New Zealand’s profile in South Africa, one of our largest African
markets, is more diversified than for other markets in the region. We hope to
build on these African success stories and facilitate more businesses bringing New
Zealand know-how and technical excellence to the continent.

Emcom equipment being
used in African
development projects

If you are a New Zealand company doing business in Africa, or wanting to do
business in Africa, or a South African organisation wanting to partner with a
New Zealand supplier, please contact the High Commission in Pretoria on +27 12
435 9016 / +27 83 652 7107 or enquiries@nzhc.co.za
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The High Commission took part in Mandela day
celebrations by donating a collection of New Zealand and international books to help stock a newly
built library at the Tsarogaphoka Primary School in
Soshanguve.

Food items donated by High Commission staff were
warmly received by a local retirement home in
Pretoria.

Time spent after school became more fun for a group of
children when the New Zealand High Commissioner
supported a local initiative and donated basketballs to
Real Youth International. Real Youth International has
used the donation to implement an after school programme for children living in and
around the Khayelitcha area in
Cape Town.
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High Commission Staff Moves

In July we said good-bye to Executive Assistant/Policy Adviser, Tania Garry. Tania left the High
Commission to relocate to Copenhagen with her family. Roslyn Shipton has returned to the High
Commission after an absence of 6 years and has taken over the role of Executive Assistant/Policy
Adviser.
New Zealand Aid has welcomed Boipelo Mathodlana to their Pretoria based team. Boipelo was
appointed early August as the new Development Programme Administrator. The High Commission also
welcomes Janine Van Huyssteen who has joined the administration team.
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