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New Zealand Prime Minister John Key meets with President Jacob Zuma
In January 2015, in the margins of the World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, New Zealand Prime Minister John Key met with South African
President Jacob Zuma.
Discussions between the two leaders covered a range of issues including
respective government priorities, domestic and global economic outlooks,
New Zealand’s election to a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security
Council, and means of further strengthening bilateral relations between the two
countries.

Prime Minister Key and President
Zuma meet during the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland.

Of course, no discussion between New Zealand and South Africa would be
complete without some light-hearted words on sport. The two countries met in March during the Cricket World Cup,
and will undoubtedly meet on the rugby field during the 2015 Rugby World Cup later this year .

High Commissioner Mann attends State events throughout southern Africa
In March the High Commissioner joined thousands of Namibians in the Independence
Stadium, Windhoek for the inauguration of President Hage Geingob. Joyous singing and
dancing accompanied the swearing-in of Namibia’s third President since independence in
1990. Mann said, “I told President Geingob – who is also patron of the Namibian Rugby
Union - that the All Blacks looked forward to playing
against Namibia in the opening round of the Rugby
World Cup later this year.”

Marching of the colours at Namibia's
presidential inauguration.

New Zealand also congratulates the new leaders in
The crowds gather at
southern Africa - President Filipe Nyusi in Namibia’s presidential
Mozambique, Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili in inauguration.
Lesotho, and Prime Minister Sir Anerood Jugnauth in
Mauritius - on their democratic and peaceful election to office.

High Commissioner Richard Mann represented New Zealand at the state funeral of Zambian President Michael Sata
in November 2014. The solemn ceremony was held in the National Stadium, where many African heads of state
came to pay their last respects to a colourful Zambian leader. Zambians have since elected a new President, Edgar
Lungu, reflecting the vitality of Zambian democracy.
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New Zealand consults on UN Security Council issues
When campaigning for election to the UN Security Council, New Zealand
committed to consult with African countries on issues being discussed in the
New York body. To deliver on this commitment, High Commissioner Richard
Mann visited Kenya in January, and Angola in February, as well as having
regular discussions with senior South African foreign affairs officials since
January.
Mann said, “These countries are key partners for New Zealand. Kenya has
been affected by conflict in neighbouring countries, and terrorist attacks
across its borders. Angola’s President Jose Eduardo dos Santos is the current
chair of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, and Angola
is a fellow member on the Security Council. South Africa, Malawi and
Tanzania have sent peacekeepers to the Democratic Republic of Congo,
where the largest UN peacekeeping mission is deployed.”

High Commissioner Richard Mann with
Ambassador Espirito Santo, Director Africa
at the Ministry of External Relations,
Luanda.

“We need to listen to listen to the views of neighbours, and of troop contributing countries, and we need to
understand their perspectives if we are to make a meaningful contribution to decision-making in the Security
Council.”
“Everyone wants to see peace and security in Africa. Unfortunately there are a number of conflicts on the
continent with serious humanitarian consequences for local civilian populations. These conflicts are often very
complex and not easy to resolve. The international community, as represented by the UN Security Council, plays
an important role in supporting African institutions to mediate solutions and protect civilians. Discussions in New
York include the renewal of peacekeeping mandates and the nature of those mandates, so that UN peacekeepers
are equipped to do the job.”
The High Commissioner’s discussions have covered conflicts such as in the Central African Republic, South Sudan,
Libya, Mali and Somalia, as well as the threat of Boko Haram and Ebola in West Africa.
“It’s important to recognise however that only a few African countries are experiencing conflict. Most of Africa’s 54
countries are quietly getting on with the job of creating economic growth, progressing economic and social
development, building infrastructure and holding democratic elections.”
High Commissioner Mann has also used these visits to regional capitals to advance bilateral relations. “We have
good relations with African countries, but we are looking to intensify our engagement and achieve tangible results
of mutual benefit.”
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“New Zealand exports to Angola, for example,
have more than doubled over the past five years
to almost NZ$ 50 million in 2014. In Kenya, we are
participating in an innovative aid project, with
New Zealand company Olivado, to increase the
incomes of avocado growers. In Rwanda and
Ethiopia we are working on a child nutrition
project. And we have launched a beef sector
training programme in Botswana. We are focusing
on agriculture and renewable energy as sectors in
which New Zealand has expertise to contribute
to development in Africa.”
The High Commissioner plans to continue his
consultations with other countries in southern
Africa over coming months.

High
Commissioner
Richard
Mann
with
Ambassador
Andre Nzapayeke, of the Central African Republic. This month,
New Zealand—with other members of the UN Security Council—will
discuss the renewal of the mandate for the UN peace keeping mission
in the CAR.

New Zealand Aid Programme: launching the Lesotho Online Companies Registry
Deputy High Commissioner Danie Beukman travelled to Lesotho in
December to formally launch the Lesotho Online Companies Registry.
Funded by the New Zealand Aid Programme, the New Zealand
Companies office and Kiwi company Foster Moore have worked with
the Lesotho government
to modernise and
digitise the companies
registration processes in
Lesotho.

Deputy High Commissioner Danie Beukman signs
the Memorandum of Cooperation on the Lesotho
Companies Registry Programme.

Members of the New Zealand delegation in
traditional Basotho dress, with S’Khulumi
Ntsoaole (former Minister of Trade & Industry)
at the official launch of the Lesotho Online
Companies Registry.

The new online registry has been well received by the Lesotho
government, which expects it to improve the country’s Ease of Doing
Business rankings and increase the foreign investment and economic
development in the Mountain Kingdom.
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Observing Lesotho’s National Assembly elections
In late February Second Secretary Adam Linnell travelled to
Lesotho to observe the country’s National Assembly Elections.
As a member of the diplomatic watch observer group, Linnell
visited twelve polling stations in urban and rural constituencies
throughout Maseru District.
Lesotho’s recent elections have been the subject of significant
regional and international attention, following the political
disturbances in the Mountain Kingdom in the latter half of
2014. Elections were peaceful, and have been deemed
successful by the large number of international observers
present in Lesotho during the elections period.

Second Secretary Adam Linnell discusses Lesotho’s
elections with an Independent Electoral Commission
polling station manager.

Like New Zealand, Lesotho uses the Mixed Member
Proportional (MMP) electoral system. Under the MMP
system, the make-up of Parliament is determined by a
combination of constituency seats and “list” seats.
On the day, voters elected former Prime Minister Pakalitha
Mosisili of the Democratic Congress party. Prime Minister
Mosisili will lead a coalition Government comprising five
political parties.

Voters wait to cast their votes in Maseru, Lesotho.
Photo: Sheryl McLaughlin

Art workshops in Morija
Michelle Mann, the High Commissioner’s spouse, visited Morija in
Lesotho with a small group of diplomatic spouses to give art
workshops to adults and school students. The group has supported
the Morija Arts Centre since 2013. The focus of this visit was using
recycled materials in artistic works. Plastic drink bottles, cardboard
rolls, plastic bags, and polystyrene vegetable trays were all converted
into beautiful artworks by the enthusiastic participants.

Mrs Mann shares ideas for recycled art with a
captivated audience in Lesotho.
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Visit to the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) Site
High Commissioner Richard Mann joined South African Deputy President Cyril
Ramaphosa and other authorities on a visit to the Square Kilometre Array (SKA)
international telescope project in the Karoo region of South Africa. New Zealand
is a member of the SKA organisation.

High Commissioner Mann stands
beneath one of the giant SKA
Satellite dishes.

“SKA is an amazing project which promises to be a game changer for astronomy.
When completed, there will be some 2000 satellite dishes in the Karoo collecting
radio data from outer space. This will lead to discoveries which we can’t
conceive of today, and
hopefully begin to answer
some
fundamental
questions about our
universe,” Mann said.

“Deputy President Ramaphosa said that the SKA will
showcase African scientific and technological knowledge and
advancement, to the benefit of humanity. And it will
encourage young Africans into science and technology
research.”

A SKA Satellite towers over the visiting delegation.

New Zealand award goes to a long-serving honorary consul
Mauritius-based NZ Honorary Consul Mr Harold Liu Man Hin has
been appointed an Honorary Member of the New Zealand Order of
Merit in this year’s New Year’s Honours list, in recognition of his services to New Zealand – Mauritius relations.
Harold has been our honorary consul in Mauritius for 27 years, making him one of New Zealand’s longest serving honorary consuls. His
company Edendale is the main importer of New Zealand dairy products to Mauritius. Harold commented, “I am always proud to serve
New Zealand”. A well-deserved award.

Mr Harold Liu Man Hin (left) with the Hon. Murray
McCully, New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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Introducing our new Honorary Consuls in southern Africa
The NZ High Commission is pleased to announce the appointment of new honorary consuls in Tanzania and
Namibia
Mr Hatim Karimjee has been appointed NZ Honorary
Consul in Dar es Salaam, representing New Zealand in
Tanzania. “Mr Karimjee is a distinguished Tanzanian
businessman, currently the Chairman of Toyota
Tanzania. His family goes back 200 years as tea and
sisal growers in Zanzibar, and he continues to have
business interests in industry, trading, finance and
agriculture,” said High Commissioner Richard Mann.
Mr Karimjee has been involved in various
governmental, industry, charitable and conservation
organisations, including as chairman of the Tanzania
Tourism Board and the Jane Goodall Institute in
Tanzania, and as trustee of the Nyerere Education Trust Fund. He heads a family charitable foundation which
gives education opportunities to young Tanzanians.
Mr Karimjee presents his Letter of Commission, signed by the
New Zealand Governor General, to Tanzanian Deputy Foreign
Minister Mahadi Maalim.

In Windhoek, Mr Bradley Basson has been
appointed NZ Honorary Consul for Namibia. A
lawyer in private practice, Mr Basson holds
degrees from US and South African
universities. Since 2014 he has served as
President of the Namibian Rugby Union, having
played as a flanker. He is a member of
Namibia’s law societies, and Vice Chairperson
of the Selection Committee of the Electoral
Commission of Namibia.

Left to Right: Mrs Michelle Mann, Mr Stuart Henderson, Mr Bradley
Basson, Mr Harold Liu Man Hin, and High Commissioner Richard Mann.

“I am delighted that both Hatim and Bradley
have agreed to represent New Zealand as Honorary Consul in their countries. They join our network of honorary
consuls in southern Africa, and are ready and able to help New Zealand companies and individuals looking for
advice and support”, said Mann.
The High Commission hopes to announce shortly the appointment of honorary consuls in Angola and Mozambique.
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Sporting ties enrich New Zealand-Africa relations
In February-March 2015, New Zealand and Australia hosted the 2015 ICC Cricket World Cup. It is one of the world’s
largest international sports tournaments with an expected television audience of more than one billion people. The
Cricket World Cup featured two African teams: South Africa and Zimbabwe.
On 24 March New Zealand and South Africa
played one of the most memorable games
of the 2015 Cricket World Cup. In a thrilling
contest to decide who would go through to
the final, the result was not known until the
final over, when Johannesburg born and
bred Grant Elliot, playing for his adopted
country New Zealand, hit a six to seal victory
for New Zealand.
The Pretoria High Commission staff
watched the game live, half supporting
South Africa and half supporting The face-off between the Black Caps and the Proteas was a clear highlight
of this year’s Cricket World Cup. Photo: ICC
New Zealand. “Most cricket writers agreed
that this was the best match of the
tournament, and one in which true sportsmanship
was shown by both sides, epitomised by Elliot
consoling champion South African fast bowler Dale
Steyn at the end”, said High Commissioner
Richard Mann.
On 31 March, New Zealand entered the World
Cup Final against a tough Australian side. In spite of
the valiant effort shown by the Black Caps, Australia
won on the day, concluding 6-weeks of world-class
cricket co-hosted by Australia and New Zealand.
We look forward to our next shot at the cup in
England, 2019!

Friends and rivals; Deputy High Commissioner Danie Beukman
with Australian Third Secretary Pamela Currie watch the final of
the Cricket World Cup.
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Cricket World Cup 2015: Business Promotion Event
On 4 December 2014 the New Zealand High Commission
in Pretoria jointly hosted with the Australian Trade
Commission a Cricket World Cup and Australasian
business promotional event at the Wanderers Cricket
Stadium in Johannesburg.
Around 80 guests attended, mainly from the commercial
sector. New Zealand companies and South African
companies with New Zealand connections were well
represented (e.g. Kiwi King/Zespri, Clover-Fonterra,
Emcom Wireless/Tait, RPS Switchgear). Titans CEO (and
former CEO of Cricket SA) Jacques Faul, and South African
cricketer Albie Morkel, were keynote speakers.

High Commissioner Mann with Deputy High
Commissioner Danie Beukman, Australian Charge
d'Affaires Chris Munn (far left) and Australian Trade
Commissioner John Madew (far right).

High Commissioner Richard Mann promoted a NZ-SA
Business Event on 6 March in Auckland (before Pakistan
played South Africa on 7 March) and said that the
New Zealand Government was keen to promote greater
trade and investment links between Africa and New
Zealand in the margins of the Cricket World Cup. Two-way
trade between New Zealand and South Africa stands at
about $400 million – third largest in Africa – and is on an
upward trajectory.
Door prizes included bats signed by the New Zealand Black
Caps on their 2012/13 tour to South Africa. The
Wanderers electronic scoreboard was lit up to say
“Australia and New Zealand: two great countries for
World Cup Cricket and doing business”.

South African cricketer Albie Morkel with the prize
draw.

High Commissioner Mann with the prize winners.
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Upcoming New Zealand—Africa sporting events


New Zealand rugby teams have been touring
South Africa in the early rounds of the Super
15 rugby competition. “I was at the Loftus
Versfeld stadium to see my home team, the
Hurricanes of Wellington, beat the Bulls. But
then I also watched as the Bulls beat the
Canterbury-based Crusaders. Win some, lose
some – it’s a great competition,” High
Commissioner Mann said.



Four African countries will contest the FIFA
Under 20 World Cup to be hosted by
New Zealand, starting 30 May. The strength of
football in West Africa is demonstrated by the
qualification of Nigeria, Ghana, Mali and
Senegal for the tournament. “As we’ve seen
in the rugby and cricket world cups hosted by
New Zealand, I’m sure that New Zealanders
will turn out in force and that the African
teams will be among the crowd favourites”,
Mann said. New Zealand plays in Group A
with Ghana. The final will be held in Auckland
on 20 June.

The New Zealand flag flies above Ellis Park. Photo: Kevin O’Niell

Black Cap Ross Taylor on-strike against the Proteas. Photo: ICC



The New Zealand cricket team, the Black Caps,
will tour South Africa in August to play three one day internationals and two Twenty20 internationals
against the Proteas. Expect some more thrilling encounters between these two competitive teams.



African women will take to the netball courts with New Zealand and other countries in the Netball World
Cup to be held in Sydney in August 2015. 5th ranked Malawi and 6th ranked South Africa will be joined by
qualifiers Uganda and Zambia.



The New Zealand national polo team will play two tests against South Africa in Durban and
Johannesburg in September.



Finally, the IRB Rugby World Cup will be held in England in September-October, where the New Zealand All
Blacks will meet Namibia, and if both teams progress past the group stage, South Africa.
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The Hobbit: One last visit to Middle Earth (...in Johannesburg)
In celebration of our final journey to Middle Earth, the
New Zealand High Commission in Johannesburg and
Warner Bros. Pictures partnered in mid-December to host
the Africa premiere of The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five
Armies.
The exclusive green carpet event took place at Monte
Casino in Johannesburg, which boasts the largest theatre in
Africa and the largest non-Imax 3D screen in the southern
hemisphere.
The roughly 550 guests at the event were a mixture of
business, the diplomatic world, and the South African
entertainment industry. The evening started with a
reception that included a range of New Zealand wines and some delicious Middle Earth-themed hors d’oeuvres.

High Commissioner Mann with some of the New Zealand High
Commission team.

After a few words from Times Media Films (the film’s distributor) and High Commissioner Mann (who highlighted
film cooperation opportunities for New Zealand and South Africa), the festivities kicked off with the latest Air New
Zealand Middle Earth safety video, encouraging our guests to buckle up for their final Hobbit adventure.
The guests left with a gift bag containing a copy of the last Hobbit film, a small gift from Warner Brothers, and
information on tourism opportunities in New Zealand.

Left-to-right: High Commission staff members Matshidiso
Ramahuma and Alain Mansuy, and former High Commission
Development Programme Administrator Boipelo Mathodlana.

Former Second Secretary Ed McIsaac and his
partner Susanna Chung with guests at the
Hobbit Premiere.
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Business Profile: Glidepath
Glidepath Limited was founded by Sir Ken Stevens, and has specialised in
providing airport baggage handling services since 1972.
The company has completed more than 700 projects in over 65 countries
around the world and earned a respected international reputation for all round
expertise, particularly in its specialist area in smaller and mid-sized airport
projects up to around $30 million dollars.
The company’s head office is located in Auckland, where Glidepath runs a fully
integrated manufacturing plant. Glidepath Group operates a global network of
service, support and technological innovation hubs all over the world. Glidepath
has subsidiary companies in Canada, Latin America, India, South Africa, China
and Australia.

Glidepath Airport Services Manager
Leon Kruger with High Commissioner
Richard Mann.

Glidepath Africa is based in Durban, South Africa and has been responsible for a
number of major airport baggage handling overhauls on the continent. Notable
projects include:



Durban’s King Shaka International Airport, where over
30 months Glidepath installed a state-of-the-art
system with more than 2km of multi-level baggage
conveyors. With 72 check-in desks, the system can
process more than 3000 bags per hour and 7.5 million
passengers per annum.



Sir Seretse Khama International Airport in Botswana,
where Glidepath installed Africa’s first Baggage
Reconciliation System. This system offers improved
security and accountability for hold baggage.

The Glidepath-built baggage handling infrastructure at
Durban’s King Shaka. International Airport.

For further information about the High Commission’s business engagement programme, or to have your business
profiled in the next issue of the Southern Africa File, please contact Danie Beukman, Deputy High Commissioner
(danie.beukman@mfat.govt.nz).
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Staff changes in the High Commission, Pretoria
Second Secretary Ed McIsaac left the High Commission in
February, to take up his new assignment as Deputy Head of
Mission in Ankara, Turkey.
On his departure, Ed spoke about how he enjoyed living and
working in South Africa, and visiting all 13 countries of
accreditation from Pretoria during his time at the High
Commission. Ed said there had been many highlights: making
New Zealand’s first official accreditation visit to Angola in
2013; accompanying NZ Special Envoy Sir Don McKinnon to
Mozambique, Malawi and Zambia as part of the UN Security
Council campaign; supporting the high level NZ delegation, led by
Prime Minister John Key, to the memorial service for former
President Mandela; and observing the 2014 South African national
elections.
Ed worked on trade and economic issues in southern Africa. “I
was pleased to be able to work with NZ businesses, and South
African businesses sourcing NZ products and expertise, in southern
Africa,” he said.

White rhinos in Swaziland. Photo: Ed McIsaac.

Stellenbosch, South Africa. Photo: Ed McIsaac.

Personal highlights for Ed included watching the sun rise over the dunes in Namibia, hiking to the summit of Mt
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, riding the rapids of the Zambezi river in Zimbabwe, and enjoying Kruger National Park and
the Stellenbosch/Franschoek region in South Africa. “I’ll always cherish the time I’ve had in South Africa.”
Adam Linnell arrived in Pretoria in early February, replacing Ed McIsaac as the High Commission’s Second
Secretary. Adam covers trade and economic policy issues, as well as some political and UN Security Council issues,
and oversees the Post’s engagement with a number of its accreditations.
Matshidiso Ramahuma has now started
High Commissioner, replacing Roslyn Shipton.

her

new

role

as

Executive

Assistant

to

the

Stella Mpisi joined the High Commission in February as the new Development Programme Administrator,
replacing Boipelo Mathodlana.

