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Tēnā koe  

 

I refer to your email of 9 May 2022 in which you request the following under the Official 

Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

I would like to make a new OIA request for all documents held by MFAT relating to funding 

of UNRWA and/or issues within or concerns about that organisation held by MFAT since 24 

March, 2021. 

 

On 24 May 2022, you were notified that the initial search of the Ministry’s document management 

system using the term UNRWA identified over 400 items that could potentially be within the 

scope of your request. You were invited to refine your request to: 

 

All key documents held by MFAT relating to funding of UNRWA and/or issues within or 

concerns about that organisation held by MFAT since 24 March 2021. 

 

On the same date you agreed to this refinement but asked for clarification as to what is included 

and excluded with the addition of the word ‘key’. 

 

The refinement of your question to only key documents allows the Ministry to search for material 

within the scope of your request in a more targeted manner. When searching for all documents 

our search has to be broad. The consequence of this was a set of over 400 items could have 

potentially been within the scope of your request. To make an assessment of this, each item 

would need to be manually assessed. A random sample of these items were opened and found to 

be ministerial correspondence, material relating to Official Information Act requests, briefings, file 

notes and formal messages. 

 

When you refined your request to be for all key documents the Ministry was able to search in a 

more focused manner. We have defined key documents as submissions to the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs on issues or concerns with UNRWA, and New Zealand’s funding to the organisation only. 

 

We are also providing you with written correspondence to the New Zealand Human Rights 

Commission updating them on New Zealand’s future engagement with UNRWA as this 

correspondence was referenced in the submission. We have not provided the Georg Eckert Report 

or the UN Watch report referred to in the submission as these documents are available publicly 

online.  

 

On 3 June 2022, you were notified that we had extended the due date for your request by 25 

working days under sections 15A(1)(a) and 15A(1)(b) of the OIA. 
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The information relevant to your request is attached. We have withheld some information under 

the following sections of the OIA:  

 

 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 

relations of the New Zealand Government;  

 6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential 

basis; 

 6(b)(ii): to protect the passing of information from an international organisation on a 

confidential basis; 

 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy; 

 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments; 

 9(2)(g)(ii): to protect officers and employees from improper pressure or harassment; 

and  

 9(2)(j): to avoid prejudice to negotiations. 

 

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no public 

interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it.  

 

Please note that we may publish this letter (with your personal details redacted) and enclosed 

documents on the Ministry’s website. 

 

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
Sarah Corbett 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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Aotearoa New Zealand’s Future Engagement with UNRWA 

RESTRICTED 

Tūtohu – Recommendations 

It is recommended that you: 

1 
 
 

2 

 

 

3 

Note that UNRWA is the only organisation with the mandate and capacity 
to provide essential services, including education services, for Palestinian 
refugees. 

Note that officials have undertaken due diligence on concerns related to 
UNRWA’s use of host authority textbooks and assess that UNWRA’s 
systems for ensuring that its services are delivered in line with UN values 
and principles are satisfactory. 

Agree to Aotearoa New Zealand providing un-earmarked core 
contributions of NZ$1 million per annum to UNRWA in the current 
triennium. 

Yes / No 

 
 
Yes / No 

 

 

Yes / No 

4 

 

 

5 

 

6 

Note  
 

 and that we will continue to follow up on any 
significant, credible and evidence based allegations. 

Note we intend to write to the New Zealand Human Rights Commission to 
update them on our assessment of UNRWA’s use of PA textbooks and 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s future engagement with UNRWA.  

Refer a copy of this submission to the Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs.  

  

Yes / No 
 
 
 

Yes / No 
 
 

Yes / No 

 

 

 

 
Hon Nanaia Mahuta  
Minister of Foreign Affairs / Minita Take Aorere  
 
Date:             /             /              

 

 
  

s9(2)(j)
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