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The following Cabinet paper and related Cabinet minutes have been proactively released 
by the Minister for Trade & Export Growth 

Title Reference 

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Damien O’Connor Cabinet paper 

Minute of Decision: Proposed Overseas Travel CAB-21-MIN-0470 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, 
would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA). Where this is the case, 
the relevant sections of the OIA that would apply have been identified. Where information 
has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons 
for withholding it. 

Key to OIA redaction codes: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the international relations of the New Zealand
Government.
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s6(a)

Please note the WTO's 12th 
Ministerial Conference did not go 
ahead due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic
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I N  C O N F I D E N C E
CAB-21-MIN-0470

Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Damien O'Connor

Portfolio Trade and Export Growth

On 15 November 2021, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Damien O’Connor from New Zealand, subject to leave from
Parliament being secured, from 16 November to 6 December 2021 to travel to:

1.1 Singapore to attend the Indo-Pacific Economic Partnership meeting and bilateral 
meetings;

1.2 Melbourne and Canberra, Australia for bilateral meetings; 

1.3 Geneva, Switzerland to attend World Trade Organisation’s 12th Ministerial 
Conference;

2 agreed that he be accompanied by one member of staff; 

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to $90,048 for the travel expenses of the 
Ministerial party, as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel); 

4 noted that he will be accompanied by one senior official from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (MFAT) in Singapore, and two officials from MFAT in Geneva, whose 
travel costs will be met by their department;  

5 agreed that in his absence:

5.1 Hon David Parker act as Minister for Land Information;

5.2 Hon Meka Whaitiri act as Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Biosecurity, and 
Minister for Rural Communities;

5.3 Hon Phil Twyford act as Minister for Trade and Export Growth; 

6 noted that he and his official delegation will be using the MIQ allocation for Ministerial 
travel; 

7 noted that leave from Parliament has been sought from the Party Whip.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Secretary’s note:  Subsequent to the Cabinet meeting, Hon Damien O’Connor’s office advised that Hon Stuart Nash 
will act as Minister for Land Information instead of Hon David Parker.
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