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Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Damien O'Connor

Portfolio Trade and Export Growth

On 16 May 2022, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Damien O’Connor from New Zealand, subject to leave from
Parliament being secured, from 20 to 31 May 2022, to travel to:

1.1 Bangkok, Thailand to attend the APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade meeting;

1.2 the United States to join the Prime Minister’s trade mission;

2 agreed that he be accompanied by one member of staff; 

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to $89,412 for the travel expenses of the 
Ministerial party, as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel); 

4 noted that he will be accompanied by:

4.1 officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) during the APEC 
meeting; and 

4.2 officials from MFAT, New Zealand Trade and Enterprise, Tourism New Zealand, and
New Zealand Story for the trade mission to the United States, all of whose travel 
costs will be met by their departments;  

5 agreed that in his absence:

5.1 Hon Dr David Clark act as Minister for Land Information and Minister for Trade and
Export Growth;

5.2 Hon Meka Whaitiri act as Minister of Agriculture, Minister for Biosecurity and 
Minister for Rural Communities;

6 noted that leave from Parliament has been sought from the Party Whip.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet
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