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New Zealand Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade
Manata Aorere

21 July 2023 195 Lambton Quay
Private Bag 18—901

Wellington 6160

. i New Zealand
Personal details removed for proactive

release +64 4 439 8000
+64 4 472 9596

OIA 28627

o Personal details removed for
Téna Koeproactive release

I refer to your email of 5 May 2023 in which you request the following under the Official
Information Act 1982 (OIA):

all briefings, memoirs and aide-memoir on the subject of Pacific Island public debt
sustainability.

Please limit this request to the dates 1 January 2022 to 5 May 2023.

On 12 May 2023 we contacted you to notify you that your request, as currently framed, would
require the review of a significant amount of information and as such would likely be refused
under section 18(f) of the OIA as it would require substantial collation and research. We sought
your agreement to refine your request to be for:

All key briefings, memoirs and aide-memoir on the subject of Pacific Island public debt
sustainability, dated between 1 January 2022 to 5 May 2023.

On the same day, you responded and agreed to this refined request.

For the purposes of this request we have defined key briefings, memoirs, and aide-memoir as
being documents where Pacific Island public debt sustainability makes up a minimum of 50% of
the content of the document.

On 8 June 2023, we advised that the time limit for responding to your request was extended by
30 working days. This extension was required because responding to your request necessitated

the review of a large quantity of information, and because consultations were necessary in order
to make a decision on your request (section 15A(1) of the OIA refers). I am now in a position to
respond.

Information relating to documents that are in scope of your request, and where relevant the
applicable OIA grounds, are set out in a document schedule attached as Appendix A.

I note that while documents numbered 1, 2, 6, 8, 10, 15 and 16 are being withheld in full under
sections 6(a) and 9(2)(g)(i), we are providing you with a summary of the information contained
in these documents. This is attached as Appendix B (section 16(e) of the OIA refers).

enquiries@mfat.govt.nz
www.mfat.govt.nz
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Some information is being withheld under the following sections of the OIA:

6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international
relations of the New Zealand Government;

6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential
basis;

7(b) to avoid prejudicing relations between any of the Governments of New Zealand and
the self-governing State of the Cook Islands; and

7(c)(ii) to avoid prejudicing the international relations of the Government of the self-
governing State of the Cook Islands;

9(2)(f)(iv): to protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and
officials; and

9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments.

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no
public interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it.

Please note that we may publish this letter (with your personal details redacted) and enclosed
documents on the Ministry’s website.

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at:
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone
0800 802 602.

Naku noa, na

Sarah Corbett
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade
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Appendix A - Document schedule

Document Schedule
# | Date | Document Type | Title Applicable OIA grounds
1 | 24 Feb | Internal - Pacific | Debt Dynamics in the Pacific | « Withheld in full under s6(a);
2022 and Development 9(2)(g)(1)
Strategic
Governance Group Summary provided in
Paper Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
2 | 28 Feb | Formal Message Not Just the Sea Levels e Withheld in full under s6(a);
2022 Rising: Debt Dynamics in 9(2)(g)(1)
the Pacific
Summary provided 'n
Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
3 | 19 Apr | Formal Message Pacific Regional Debt e This formal message is
2022 Conference - Addressing released with redactions
Debt Sustainability in the under the following
Aftermath of COVID-19 sections of the OIA:
(Includes 2 attachments) 6(a),6(b)(i), 9(2)(f)(iv),
9(2)(9)(i)
1 attachment is withheld
Under the following sections
of the OIA: 6(a). 7(b)(i),
7(b)(ii), 7(c)(ii)
1 attachment is being
released in full
4 | 19 May | Pacific and Debt Dynamics in the Pacific | Withheld in full under sections
2022 Development 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i)
Strategic
Governance Group
Paper
5 | 19 May | Internal'- Pacific Debt Dynamics in the Pacific | Withheld in full under sections
2022 and/'Development 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i)
Strategic
Governance Group
Paper
6 | 10-Jdun | Briefing Annex: Debt Dynamics in e Withheld in full under s6(a);
2022 the Pacific 9(2)(9)(1)
Summary provided in
Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
7 | 16 Jun | Ministerial Withheld Withheld in full under sections
2022 submission 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i)
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Document Schedule

Debt Sustainability in the
Aftermath of COVID-19

# | Date | Document Type | Title Applicable OIA grounds
8 | 12 Jul 2| Briefing Debt dynamics in the e Withheld in full under s6(a);
Pacific: Briefing 9(2)(g)(1)
Summary provided in
Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
9 | 27 Jul | Formal Message Withheld Withheld in full under sections
2022 6(a); 9(2)(9)(i)
10| 17 Aug | Briefing Pacific Debt Sustainability — | ¢ Withheld in full under sé6(a);
2022 Background Brief 9(2)(g)(1)
Summary provided in
Appendix 2,'as per section
16(e) of the'OIA
11| 29 Jul 2| Briefing Withheld Withheld in full under sections
6(a),;+9(2)(9)(i)
12| 2 Sep | Briefing Debt dynamics in the Pacific'| ¢ Withheld in full under s6(a);
2022 (for Meeting Brief: United 9(2)(9)(1)
States Department of the
Treasury Deputy Assistant Summary provided in
Secretary for Asia; Robert Appendix 2, as per section
Kaproth, 2 September 2022) 16(e) of the OIA
13 | 20 Sep | Briefing Pacific Debt Dynamics e Withheld in full under s6(a);
2022 9(2)(9)(1)
Summary provided in
Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
14 | 17 Oct | Formal Message Withheld Withheld in full under sections
2022 6(a); 9(2)(9)(i)
15| 15 Nov | Briefing Debt Sustainability e Withheld in full under s6(a);
2022 9(2)(g)(1)
Summary provided in
Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
16 | 22 Feb | Briefing Pacific islands economic e Withheld in full under s6(a);
2023 outlook and issues 9(2)(g)(1).
Summary provided in
Appendix 2, as per section
16(e) of the OIA
17| 8 Apr Outcomes Pacific Regional Debt Released in full
2022 document Conference - Addressing




Page 5 of 5

Appendix B - summary of documents 1, 2, 6, 8, 10, 15 and 16

Document One
The internal paper titled "Debt Dynamics in the Pacific” provides an overview of debt dynamics in
the Pacific including:

e Nature and composition of debt in the Pacific;

e COVID-19’s impact on debt in the Pacific; and

e Emerging issues and risks.

Document Two
The formal messaged titled “Not Just the Sea Levels Rising: Debt Dynamics in the Pacific”
provides an overview of debt dynamics in the Pacific including:
e Global trends prior to COVID-19;
The effects of the response to COVID-19 on global debt levels;
Debt in the Pacific: drivers and trends prior to COVID-19;
Debt in the Pacific: the impact of COVID-19;
Risks looking forward;
The high cost of debt; and
The future outlook for debt dynamics will depend on the.domestic recovery and
global factors.

Document Six
The internal briefing titled “"Debt Dynamics in the Pacific"\provides an overview of debt dynamics
in the Pacific including:

e Current trends; and

e Recent regional responses.

Document Eight
The internal briefing titled “"Debt dynamics’in the Pacific: Briefing” provides an overview of debt
dynamics in the Pacific including:

e Background;

e Latest developments;.and

e Key concerns.

Document Ten
The briefing titled “Pacific Debt Sustainability” provides an overview of Pacific debt sustainability
including:

e Key points; and

e Background.

Document Fifteen
The internal briefing titled “"Debt Sustainability” provides an overview of debt sustainability in the
Pacificiincluding:

e Objective;

e Talking points; and

e Background.

Document Sixteen

The internal briefing titled “Pacific islands economic outlook and issues” provides an overview of
the economic outlook for the Pacific including:

Global effects impacting the Pacific regional outlook;

The impact of these challenges;

COVID-19 economic support; and

Debt Dynamics in the Pacific.
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Document Seventeen
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