New Zealand Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade
Manatu Aorere

9 November 2023 195 Lambton Quay
Private Bag 18—901

Wellington 6160
New Zealand
Requesters name
redacted for proactive +64 4 439 8000
release +64 4 472 9596

OIA 28812

Requesters name redacted for

Téné koe proactive release

I refer to your email of 12 September 2023 in which you request the following under the Official
Information Act 1982 (OIA):
1. All communications between MFAT and other government departments and/or
agencies - both in New Zealand and internationally - about the Berserk expedition
to Antarctica, which resulted in the loss of three crew lives when the yacht sank.
2. Any reports, notes, briefings or other communications following a meeting between
MFAT officials and the surviving crew members on their return to New Zealand.

Please note that your requests have been numbered for ease of reference.

On 10 October 2023, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an
additional 30 working days. This was because responding to your request necessitated the
search for and review of a large quantity of historic information, and due to consultations

necessary to make a decision on your request (section 15A(1) of the OIA refers).

We have interpreted the first part of your request to be for all communications that originated
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Ministry) or were sent directly to the Ministry
by another New Zealand government agency or a foreign government agency about the Berserk
expedition to Antarctica in 2011.

We have made every possible effort to locate the documents in scope of your request, including
assessing previous OIAs on this topic dating back to 2011, and conducting a hard copy file
review.

Unfortunately, we have been unable to locate the original, unredacted versions of these
documents. We are therefore unable to confirm whether some of the information requires
ongoing protection under the OIA. Despite reasonable efforts to locate the original, unredacted
version of these documents, the information cannot be found. We are refusing the originals
under section 18(e) of the OIA.

The material able to be located is attached and where identifiable, these redactions were made
under the following sections of the OIA:

6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international
relations of the New Zealand Government;

6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential
basis;
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6(c): to prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and
detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial;

9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy; and

9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments.
In addition, we believe it necessary to apply further redactions to some information under the
following sections of the OIA:

9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy; and

9(2)(k): improper gain or improper advantage.

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no
public interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it.

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information
requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your personal information
removed) may be published on the Ministry website: www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-
us/official-information-act-responses/

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at:
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone
0800 802 602.

Naku noa, na

Sarah Corbett
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade
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C‘“'N, Diane (ENV)

From: GASTON, David (APU)

Sent: Monday, 28 February 2011 5:13 p.m.
To: ENV/APU filing

Subject: FW: "Berserk" SAROP

[UNCLASSIFIED]

APUINOR

From: SCHWALGER, Carolyn (APU/ENV)

Sent: Monday, 28 February 2011 4:14 p.m.

To: GASTON, David (APU); LESLIE, Nicola (LGL)
Subject: FW: "Berserk" SAROP

[UNCLASSIFIED]

FY]

From: Lou Sanson [mailto:L.Sanson@antarcticanz.govt.nz]
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2011 4:10 p.m.

To: Nigel Clifford; SCHWALGER, Carolyn (APU/ENV); Cath Taylor
Subject: "Berserk” SAROP

Hi

fain Miller and myself spoke to Mr Andhoy this afternoon.The 18 year old Sam Anders that accompanied him
on the ATV and Norwegian Consul from Canberra Hovard Austad sat in.

1)Essentially he believes he undertook the expedition “with the blessing” of the Norwegian Prime Minister
to celebrate Norwegian ability and Norwegian‘extreme endeavour (“Wild Vikings”) around the Amunsden
100 Year Anniversay.He claims he spoke to'the Norwegian PM with his dream (he uses the term ‘living the
dream”) following his successful North\West Passage mission and subsequently wrote to the Norwegian PM
for support.

2)He has been planning the expedition for 18 months and said his plans had had extensive coverage in
Norwegian media includinghis'planned ATV trip to South Pole. He has had no contact with Norway Polar
Institute or Norway Foreign Affairs to the best of my knowledge. (He was surprised NZ hadn’t heard of the
expedition given extensive media coverage.)The expedition left from Gnome,Alaska in April 2009 and
travelled through-Russia/japan/Philiipines/NZ before heading to Cape Adare.He left Dunedin on 24 fan
2011,arriving at MeMurdo ice channel on 11 Feb.

3)He claimedrto have fuel delivered and stored at South Pole by a Russian Victor Serov and in event of his
plan failing.he intended to keep driving across the continent to Troll Station.The only reason he turned
around at'88 degress south{approx 200km from South pole) was to return to Ross Island to assist with the
SAROP.He believed for 5 days that his men could have survived on the beaches near Cape Bird.He now
believes they are lost at sea.

4)The Honda ATV’s were very reliable and they travelled non stop sieeping on each others backs to keep the
engines always running and living on pasta and onions.

5)He believes his yacht crew made a fatal error when warned of an approaching storm by the “HMNZS
Wellington” and moved out of the shelter of Winter Quarters Bay for some completely unknown reason.He
cant believe they did this.He had planned to do the ATV trip to South Pole in about 14 days returning to
“Berserk” and then sailing to Antarctic Peninsula and South Georgia.(He also indicated a plan to winter the
yacht at McMurdo or the lee of Beaufort Isiand)

6)He has left some fuel on the Ross ice shelf and his ATV’s and equipment,{incl 280 litres of fuel) on a US

28/02/2011
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Antarctica NZ, RCCNZ/MNZ and Navy).

R( rds, Carolyn

3/03/2011
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giC-HEN, Diane (ENV)

‘F'rom: MCM-Weather Forecaster [mcm.Weather.Forecaster@usap.gov]
Sent:  Thursday, 24 February 2011 2:25 a.m.

To: RCCNZ

Cc: Clogston, Chester

Subject: NZPG RUNWAY TAF 2321/2421 DRAFT

NZPG TAF 2321/2421 (2410/2510NZDT) 06014KT 4800 BR SCT010 BKNG30 BKNO80O QNH2885INS
GRID23014KT

BECMG 2410/2412 (2423/2501) VRBO6KT 1600 BR FEW008 BKNO12 OVC030 620124 QNH2885INS
BECMG 2413/2415 (2502/2504) VRBO4KT 0800 BR SCTO08 BKNO10 620104 QNH2887INS

BECMG 2415/2417 (2504/2506) VRBOAKT 0400 -SN FG BKNOO6 OVC010 620064 QNH2887INS
LAST NO AMDS AFT 232100

10/05/2011
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Troy would pass on the yachts Iridlum number to WELLINGTON via Navcom Star

22/02/11 11:04 utc - Geoff Lunt

Further info fm Norway to advise that the ship was reporting in every week via iridium phone to a
Norwegian Radio stn. (see attached)

22/02111 11:43 utc - Tracy Brickles

Fm Scot Base, they have just had the latest wx fro McMurdo the low is in posn 75.325 169.17W
tracking sth.

Have passed this mfo onto the Welhngion via MOC and SAT C

22/02/11 12:52 uic - Tracy Brackles
Ger Mortensen phoned from JRCC Norway to ask if we have an update. No.nething.
Norway are trying to contact the families at present

22/02/11 13:31 utc - Tracy Brickles

Fm MOC, the HMNZS WN has asked if the beacon is still going/©fi, 'said we haven't had another pass.
Also passed on the Sat phone no of the Berserk

22/02/11 13:39 utc - Geoff Lunt

Asset updated: HMNZS WELLINGTON: Task0201. Status changed to On Scene.

22/02/11 13:39 uic - Geoff Lunt
Asset: HMNZS WELLINGTON (Task0201)..status changed from Departed to On Scene.

22/02/11 13:56 utc - Tracy Brickles

Fm HMNZS WN (via sat C) they are on'the move doing 9kn cse 225, they have tried to call Berserk,
no luck. See attachment

Noles on scene and conducting a datum search

22/02/11 14:18 utc - Tracy. Brickles

Fm JRCC Norway, they are still having problems getting full crew list, will look at web site to try and
find out last port of call,"'As most of written info is in Norwegian

Media nc in SITREP was wrong so gave 1t agam

22/02/11 14 31 utc Tracy Bruckles
Fm JFH@ have we got the Sat C msg, yes we have, note HMNZS Wellingion has started datum
search Wx fm ellmgton force 8

22/02!11 14 34 utc - Tracy Bnckles
MLO phoned for an update

22/02!11 15: 06 utc Geoff Lunt

Frm MOC - SAT C fm WELLINGTON asking any further beacon info - Neg, last Resolved psn
220528utc

22/02/11 15 12 utc Geoff Lunt
SAR sitrep No2 sent
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Helge

Edmund (South African)
Robert

Samuel Massie

Jarle Andhoy

22/02011 17:18 utc - Geoff Lunt
Sitrep received fm Norway with additional info on names, iridium numbers.

There are 5 names on this list, which contradicls Daniel Massie who thinks there are’6 in total.

This has been passed on to MOC to forward details on to WELLINGTON

22/02/11 17:23 uic - Geoff Lunt

Call fm Simon Griffiths (captain) of WELLINGTON - Psn 77 05S 165, 38E presently 20NM Nth of
datum psn and 30NM Nth of Horseshoe Bay.

Winds are 60kn +.

Unable to reverse course as this would endanger my vessel - have fuel concerns and we also
sustained damage to the vessel last night.

{intend to continue searching downwind and aiso.alk'to' JFHQ.

Fm RCC - If winds abate and depending onfyourwessels safety, would you be able to reverse course
and head for Horseshoe Bay - Replied he would consider that option.

22/0211 18;20 ufc - Tracy Brickias

Spoken to customs AA they don't\hrave-the paper work which might still be in DN but they do have the
names

Leonard James Banks UK
Jarle Andhoy, Roberts'Skaanes, Samuel Massie, Ton Gisle Bellika, Norway

The yacht left DN, on 23 Jan.
Customs boarded the v/i before dept so they might have a beiter grasp of the v/ls equipment.

22102/11)18:37 utc - Geoff Lunt
SAR(Siirep No 3 sent

22/02/11 19:00 ute - Conrad Reynecke
SMC: Conrad Reynecke

22/02/11 19:09 utc - Conrad Reynecke
To NMCC for a plot of any vessels in area. Watchkeeper advised NMCC in meeting. Will pass on
request.

22/02/11 19:10 utc - Conrad Reynecke

Geoff Lunt updated Daniel Massie (brother of crewman Samuel Massie).
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23/02/11° 16:05 utc - Ramon Davis

Call from Nora of the NRK - no further update to provide until after 1700utc calls to vessels - she will
call back in 90 mins for an interview. Requested supply of a picture for bx emailed to

23/02/11 16:14 utc - Ramon Davis

Call from Nick of MNZ media - updated him as to little change overnight - wx deteriorated, He will call
back after the 1900ute call to vessels

23/02/11 16:56 utc - Ramon Davis

Call to STEVE IRWIN - posn 76 51S 168 32e. Wind dropping quickly has halved, in last 45 mins now
approx 25kn vis good and hopeful of getting the helo in the air in approx 2 hours. Discussed intentions
for search- helo intends take off when 24 miles from LKP - RCCNZ will call back at approx 0730nzdt
23/02f11 1705 utc - Chris Wilsan

Call from JRCC North Norway. Media there have talked to the STEVE IRWIN and learned they should
be able to get the helicopter up in twe hours. Ramon on phone.to ship getting same information and
of much improved wx now. JRCC North Norway have sentarequest to the US for information on the
satellite phones and have not yet heard back. Told him what | had Jearned from Iridium about last
calls noted on 21 Feb at 1336utc from yacht and 2258utc from shore party to yacht.

23/02/11 17:27 ute - Chris Wilson

To SPIRIT OF ENDERBY bridge - will wake(up Rodney RUSS, to ring back 5 or 7 minutes.

23/02/11 17:36 utc - Chris Wilson

To Rodney RUSS, SPIRIT OF ENDERBY now in position 75 35 § 170 51 E, cse 215. Conditions
have improved a little, have pickedup'speed and are now doing 7 to 7.5kn, now facing 5-6 metre
swells. Now have 25kn wind but’fow,cloud, snow and ice. Not very pleasant conditions. When swelis
were 10 meires plus they hadto head into the sea but have been able to alter course in the night. Are
expecling lighter air and sea.conditions ahead and hope to be in area fater afternoon. Ring any time
for updates. Told Rodney about conditions reported by STEVE IRWIN.

23/02/11 17:41 utc “Ramon Davis

Conducted intetviewwith NORA from Norwegian Broadcasting Carp

23/02/11 18:04 utc - Ramon Davis
Updated.Nick from MNZ Media
23/02/11 18:08 utc - Ramon Davis

Email received from Norway JRCC with position of shore party satphone when last cali made -posn
79.16380s 171.00100e

23/02/11 18:34 utc - Ramon Davis

Call to STEVE IRWIN - they were about to call us. They have just sighted a liferaft in position 76 59S
167 25e - the vessel is just coming alongside it now and will calf back once an ID is made

23/02/11 18:45 utc - Conrad Reynecke
SMC: Conrad Reynecke
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checked inside Shackleton's Hut. | said it had flown overhead. He was concerned the people may
have been in the hut. | explained that the helo would have seen the yacht or life rafts on shore and
that if the crew had made it to the hut you would expect them to come out of the hut if they heard a
helicopter overhead ! suggested that he conserve battery and call back in 12 hrs.

24/02/11 09 14 utc Chiis Wilson
Tned phonrng STEVE IRWIN but subscriber could not be reached.

24/02/11 09: 17 ulc Chris Wilson

Call from JRCC North Norway for any update. He has also had call from Jarle with.suggestions re
yacht having gone offshore but understands the need to search as much as we cani/He asked about
air support - told h|m that helo searched area well, and no resources for extended fixed wing search.

24/02111 10:142 utc Chris Wllson

Email from fridium found giving positicn of last call for yacht - 77.36625166:5395E. This puts it NM
ENE of beacon position and timed about 14 hours before EPIRB alert:Sereen shot of both positions
taken and attached.

24/02/11 11:11 uvic - Neville Blakemore

Received a cail from a Norwegian Newspaper, advised them that this was the Operations Room and
that we were extremely busy and t would transfer him.to our Media person. Transferred the call.

24/02/11 12 126 utc - Chris Wilson
Email sent to Nick Churchouse with photo and‘correct spelling of PROFESSOR KHROMOV.

24/02/11 12:28 utc - Chris Wilseon

Phone call from Eric, journalist for a Norwegian newspaper - wanted to confirm name of Professor
ship searching for yacht. Name of ship'and company provided but satellite phone number for ship
refused on basis that they are busy searchrng at present and that has to be thear focus.

24/02/11 12 4 utc Chris Wilson
Two calts from Jarle drscannected before he could say anythrng

24/02/11 ‘12 57 utc - Nevrlle Blakemore

Received a call from JARLE, he wanted to know if we had any news. Neg not since you last rang. He
then asked if we'would expect to see 2 tonnes of diesel fuel if the yacht had sunk. 1 replied that we
would expecta slick if the tank was ruptured but if it was not then it could sink with a vessel. He asked
where the vessels were searching and | said outside the sound. He then mentioned that when he last
heard from them they said they were heading out to carry out Ice Reconnaissance. | asked when he
last heard from them and he said a couple of hours befere the beacon activation. | asked him to
repeat-that and he did. | then stated that we understood that he had last spoken with them a jot longer
than that and he said no it was a txt message. They sent a txt message stating that they were leaving
WAHLSCHLAG BAY to carry out ice recon. After some further banter | suggested that he conserve
his batlery and cal us back in approx 6 hrs

24/02/11 15: 29 utc - Nev:lle Blakemore

Mal from the STEVE IRWIN called he has been cailing the PROF KROMHOF an 16 but has had no
reply do we know his psn. | will call him and find out and then call back. They are just about to launch
their helo again, the pilot is rested, there is plenty of light. | confirmed that the helo had checked
Shackleton’s hut and he said that it actually put down and they checked out the place their was a
padlock on the door.
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25/02/11 17:15 ute - Keith Allen

page duty manager {0 update re sat images eic.

25/02/41 17:25 utc - Keith Allen
update JHS

25/02/11 19:34 utc - Mike Roberts

Call taken from Tore at RCCNZ Norway. Gave him full briefing, Discussed issues around satellite
imagery and possibilities for body recovery. | took pains to underline the extreme remoteness of the
region, the lack of assets (and how fortunate we had been with the Steve Irwin) and the difficulties of
operating there He said he was getting lots of "advice™ from the local media and family- | asked him to
refer them 1o us as the local experts. He was grateful for this,

25/02/111 19:58 utc - Mike Roberts

Called from JHS and briefed him. He is coming to Ops Room for briefing/along with Nick media.
Possibly Nigel {oo.

25/02/11 21:08 utc - Mike Roberts

Call from Wayne Banks in the UK (Leonard's brother). Briefed him to date Told him | just spoke with
Mat on Steve Irvin and that she is currently just E of Franklin Istand. The helo was a/b 45 minutes ago
and is doing a shoreline search of the island.

25/02/11 21:48 utc - Mike Roberts
Call from JHS at home saying he will be here @t\1430M. He has briefed Nigel and MNZ DM,

25/02111 22:05 utc - Mike Roberts

Mal from Steve Irwin- helo has searched the whole isiand and returned to the ship. Nothing found. He
would now like to hangar the machine(take the blades off) as he is satisfied the helo has done ali it
can. | agreed. They now intend to steam slowly north, but will conduct a shoreline search as they
come, Agreed. This should take about 1.5 days. | asked them to give us 6-hourly SITREPS for this
phase. Alsc asked them to make hourly calls on VHF as well. Nick and Sophie media were in the
room and heard the call sononeed to brief them separately

25/02/11 22:15 uic ~Mike Roberts
Called RCC Norway.and briefed.

25/02/11 22:39 utc - Mike Roberls

Catled and.spoke with Jarle. Wx good, making good progress. Now 50km or half a day from McMurdo.
In pretty geod spirits but has accepted yacht has been lost (it sounds like). Told him about what has
been recovered. Also explained Sleve Irwin's intentions. Helo searched for 18 hours total. Alse
reassured him that we are in constant contact with RCC Norway and relatives who have asked for
information. Asked him to keep 6 hour scheds if possible- there is an issue for him with phone
batteries getting too cold but he will do what he can.

25/02/11 22:46 utc - Mike Roberts

Placed a call to Steve Irwin on behalf of Nick media who wanted detail for his press release. Also
established that they are still putting photos together to send 1o us.

25/02/11 23:51 utc - Mike Roberts
Nick media has gone to collect a Norwegian media contingent from Wellington te bring here for
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28/02/11 03:11 ute - Geoff Lunt

Discussed with Duty RCC Manager whether a final SAR Sitrep should go out - John advised not to
send a final, or mention that we have reieased the SPIRIT of ENDERBY. The incident will be reviewed

on Tuesday to make sure all has been done before looking at suspending the incident, pending further
info.

Decided that a short sitrep will be issued with relevant info.

28/02/1% 03:51 utc - Geoff Lunt
SAR Sitrep No 8 sent

28/02/11 04:36 uic - Geoff Lunt
Update to MNZ media (Nick)

28/02/11 10:18 utc - Mike Roberts
Call taken from Charlie. He will ring again tomorrow afternoon.

28/02/11 10:22 ute - Kevin Banaghan

Cail from Jarle. He is currently in Wellngten and mentioned that-he would fike to come out tomorrow
to meet the staff.

28/02/11 19:30 utc - Raman Davis

Cali from Charlie Banks - follow up to last nights cali

28/02/11 20:59 utc - Neville Blakemore

Called Professor Khromov, got the Steve lrwin‘as | dialed the wrong number. Called the correct
number, asked to speak to Rodney and was“told to call back in 5mins

28/02/11 21:19 utc - Neville Blakentore

Called the Praofessor Khromov (spirit'of Enderbey) for their latest psn, they are 7411S 17038E
generaily they are leaving the Ross Sea area, they have left TERRA NOVA and are heading past
COULMAN ISLAND before heading east of North past CAPE ADARE enroute to NZ. Asked them to
ensure that they maintained'a good watch for the yacht on the transit north. They have a
comprehensive watch;radar and passengers observing.

28/02/11 22:00 utc - Neville Blakemore

Jarle Andhoy-visited the OPs Room, was given a brisfing and then chatted about varous options, what
he thoughtetc” A call was made to the Stever Irwin so that he could talk to the Helo Pilot and satisfy
himself that-the pilot was 110 percent sure of his search along the coast and on land. Thanked the
Chrison‘the Steve Irwin who said that he had searched the possible landing sites about 10 tmes, also

did'a Jow pass along the seaward side of the shore to see if they could see anything below the
surface

28/02/11 23:02 utc - Neville Blakemore
Prov:ded SAROP detads to Ross at MNZ Media

01/03/11 00:48 utc - Nevme Blakemore
MLO confirmed the distance from Scott Base to the beacon psn as 18nm. Confirmed

01/03/11 03:20 utc ~ Neville Blakemore
Suspension report processed, recommend suspension of the SAROP. John Seward sent through to
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DSC distress message issued by Maritime NZ and not 2
DSC distress issued by the BERSERK. o

Any media enquiry's are to call Maritime New Zealand
media on +64 4499 7138

27/04/2011
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CHIN, Diane (ENV)

From: RCCNZ[RCCNZ1@maritimenz.govt.nz]
Sent: Wednesday, 23 February 2011 4:12 a.m.

To: operations@)jrcc-bodoe.no; merete.jeppesen@jrcc-bodoe.no; mreechile@directemar.cl;
lantwatch@uscg.mil; cgcp3rep4@infrastrutturetrasporti.it; rccaus@amsa.gov.au

Subject: Yacht BERSERK

TRANSMISSION: DISTRESS

DATE AND TIME (UTC) 221455 UTC Feb 2011

FROM: RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE NEW ZEALAND

TO: RCC Rome, RCC Austraiia, JRCC Bodo, RCC Chile, RCC Norfolk

INFO:

SAR SITREP (NUMBER): 2
(A) IDENTITY OF CASUALTY: BERSERK c/s LE3776
(B) POSITION: 77 24S 166 04E (18nm Nth of Scott Base)

(C) SITUATION: Distress Beacon Alert rcvd at 220447utc.

No communication has been established with casualty to ascertain
what the distress situation is.

There have been no further beacon alerts since Resolved position
220528utc.

(D) NUMBER OF PERSONS: Believed to be-3.POB

(E) ASSISTANCE REQUIRED: JRCC BODO to assist with additional yacht details and
crew.

(F) CO-ORDINATING RCC: RCCNZ
(G) DESCRIPTION OF CASUALTY? 48ft Steel Hulled

(H) WEATHER ON SCENE; Winds SSW 35kts, Sea SSW 2m, Vis fair in Twilight
conditions.

(J) INITIAL ACTIONS TAKEN: Broadcast initiated, HMINZS WELLINGTON tasked.
(K) SEARCHAREA: N/A

(L) CO-ORDINATING INSTRUCTION: HMNZS WELLINGTON in psn 76 59.7S 168 31.4E (42nm
from beacon position)

No shore assistance available from McMurdo or
Scott base.

(M) FUTURE PLANS: Warship WELLINGTON is now onscene at 221340utc - Has
attempted to call BERSERK on Ch16 and Iridium.
Conducting Datum search.

(N) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: M/V PROFESSOR KHROMOV psn 72 43S 171 38E is

27/04/2011
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heading for McMurdo strait, ETA 240400utc.

o,

Any media enquiry's are to call Maritime New Zealand media
on +64 4499 7318

27/04/2011
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CHIN, Diane (ENV)

Fi'om: RCCNZ [RCCNZ1@maritimenz.govt.nz]
Sent: Wednesday, 23 February 2011 7:38 a.m.

To: merete.jeppesen@jrcc-bodoe.no; operations@jrcc-bodoe.no; mrecchile@directemar.cl;
cgep3rep4@infrastrutturetrasporti.it; lantwatch@uscg.mil; rccaus@amsa.gov.au

Subject: Yt BERSERK
TRANSMISSION: DISTRESS
DATE AND TIME (UTC) 221830 UTC Feb 2011
FROM: RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE NEW ZEALAND
TO: RCC Rome, RCC Australia, JRCC Bodo, RCC Chile, RCC Norfolk

INFO:

SAR SITREP (NUMBER): 3
(A) IDENTITY OF CASUALTY: BERSERK c¢/s LE3776
(B) POSITION: 77 24S 166 04E (18nm Nth of Scott Base)

(C) SITUATION: Distress Beacon Alert revd at 220447utc:

No communication has been established with casualty to ascertain
what the distress situation is.

There have been no further beacon alerts since Resolved position
220528utc.

(D) NUMBER OF PERSONS: Believed to he-3.POB

(E) ASSISTANCE REQUIRED: JRCC BODO to assist with additional yacht details and
crew.

(F) CO-ORDINATING RCC: RCCNZ

(G) DESCRIPTION OF CASUALTY? 48ft Steel Hulled

(H) WEATHER ON SCENE; Winds SSW 75kts, Sea SSW 3/4m, Vis Poor

(J) INITIAL ACTIONS TAKEN: Broadcast initiated, HMINZS WELLINGTON tasked.
(K) SEARCH-AREA? N/A

(L) CO-ORDINATING INSTRUCTION: HMNZS WELLINGTON in psn 77 05S 165 38E (20nm
Nth of Beacon Position)

No shore assistance avalilable from McMurdo or
Scott base.

(M) FUTURE PLANS: Warship WELLINGTON is continuing with a downwind search, any

reverse of course will endanger the vessel. The Wellington talked to the yacht 2 days
ago, the yacht advised their intentions were to shelter in Horseshoe Bay.

The Weliington cannot check this bay out until winds drop and they can turn around.
Weliington has already sustained damage due to high winds.
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vsl STEVE IRWIN has been tasked
and expected to be in the area within the next 24 hours

f«,m,\

(N) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: HMNZS WELLINGTON has searched the area through the
night and was not able to locate anything

Information from a Yacht Outward Bound Report given to NZ
Customs have the following names:

Jarle Andhoy - Samuel Massie - Tom Bellika - Robert
Skaanes - Leonard James Banks

Any media enquiry's are to call Maritime New Zealand/Media
on +64 4 4997318
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CHIN, Diane (ENV)

From: RCCNZ [RCCNZ1@maritimenz.govt.nz]
Senft: Wednesday, 23 February 2011 7:32 p.m.

To: operations@jrcc-bodoe.no; merete.jeppesen@jrcc-bodoe.no; rccaus@amsa.gov.au;
mrccchile@directemar.cl; lantwatch@uscg.mil; cgep3rep4@infrastrutturetrasporti.it; Media;
Brian Stone NSF; George Blaisdell NSF; lain Miller Antarctica NZ; Lou Sanson Antarctica NZ;
MACOPS; McMurdo Station Manager; NSF Rep; Scott Base Program Support; Scott Base
Senior Antarctica NZ Rep; SCHWALGER, Carolyn (APU/ENV); GASTON, David (APU); NG,
Jocelyn (APU/ENV)

Subject: RCC0130/11 SAR SITREP 5

TRANSMISSION: DISTRESS
DATE AND TIME 230630 UTC FEB 2011
FROM: RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRE NEW ZEALAND

TO: JRCC Bodo, RCC Australia, RCC Chile, RCC Norfolk, RCC Rome, NZ/US Unified Command, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT), MNZ MLO

INFO:

SAR SITREP (NUMBER): 5

(A) IDENTITY OF CASUALTY: BERSERK c¢/s LE3776
(B) POSITION: 77 248 166 04E (18nm North of Scott Base)
(C) SITUATION: Distress Beacon Alert rcvd at.220447 utc.
No communication has'been established with casualty to ascertain
what the distress situation is.
There have been no further beacon alerts since Resolved position
220528utc.
(D) NUMBER OF PERSONS: Believed to be 3 POB. A party of 2 has been
(E) ASSISTANCE REQUIRED: Unknown
(F) CO-ORDINATING RcC: Rescue Coordination Centre New Zealand (RCCNZ)
(G) DESCRIPTION OF CASUALTY: 47ft steel hulled yacht
(H) WEATHER ON SCENE: Winds NNW 17kts, Vis poor

(J) INITIAL ACTIONS TAKEN: Distress broadcasts initiated, NZ Naval offshore patrol
vessel HMNZS WELLINGTON tasked to search the area

(K) SEARCH AREA: N/A

(L) CO-ORDINATING INSTRUCTION: HMNZS WELLINGTON was no longer able to search
due to serviceability and has been released to return to New Zealand

(M) FUTURE PLANS: Heritage Expedition vs| PROFESSOR KROMOYV and Sea Shepherd
vsl STEVE IRWIN has been tasked and expected
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to be in the area within the next 12 to 18 hours. STEVE IRWIN’s
onboard helicopter has been tasked to search the shoreline F
near beacon position when within range. ‘

(N) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: HVINZS WELLINGTON has searched the area through the
night and was not able to locate anything

Information from a Yacht Outward Bound Report given to NZ
Customs have the following names:

Jarle Andhoy (Norway) - Samuel Massie (Norway) - Tom
Bellika (Norway) - Robert Skaanes (Norway) - Leonard James Banks (UK)

Any media enquiry's are to call Maritime New Zealand
Media on +64 4 4997318
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NiciMiurdo Base.

(K) SEARCH AREA: McMurdo Sound including and bays of interest along the east coast.

(L) CO-ORDINATING INSTRUCTION: Heritage Expedition vs| PROFESSOR KROMOV and
Sea Shepherd vs! STEVE IRWIN has been tasked to search McMurdo
Sound, east and west of latitude 76 30S to 77 10S. The
STEVE IRWIN helicopter will search McMurdo Sound
from 76 30S
south, east and west towards the ice shelf.

(M) FUTURE PLANS:

(N) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: HMNZS WELLINGTON has initially searched the)area and
was not able to locate anything. They were no longer able to
search due to serviceability and has been released to
return to New Zealand.

The party of 2 called via satellite phone and advised they
were okay. They were 100nm inland fromMcMurdo Base about 2
days away.
They advised BERSERK maylikely have gone to Backdoor
Bay (Shackleton’s Hut) and-Horeshoe Bay. Both of these
bays has already been checked but will be searched
again.

Information from_ a Yacht Outward Bound Report given to NZ
Customs have the following names:
Jarle Andhoy (Norway) - Samuel Massie (Norway) - Tom Bellika
(Norway) - Robert Skaanes (Norway) - L.éonard James Banks (UK)

Any.media enquiries are to call Maritime New Zealand Media on
+64 4 4997318

27/04/2011







Iago 4 vl 2

Due to extreme weather conditions and
Captains concern for vessel & crew safety, HMNZS WELLINGTON had to call of the-
search and was released at 221917utc. ‘

Two other vessels, STEVE IRWIN (with
helicopter) and heritage vessel SPIRIT of ENDERBY (PROFESSOR KHRONMOV) were
tasked at 222043utc & 222122utc

respectively. Both vessels were on scene at
231656utc & 232235utc respectively.

Search area included:-

Both vessels were instructed to searchleast &
west of latitude 76 30S to 77 10S. The helicopter searched from 76 30S

southwards including bays of interest along
the east coast.

Life raft found at 231843utc, later confirmed to
belong to the w/s WELLINGTON who had lost 4 L/R's during the-bad weather.

Damaged life raft found. at 242101utc by the
STEVE IRWIN's helicopter, iater confirmed to belong to the Yt BERSERK.

Nothing else has been found.

(M) FUTURE PLANS: STEVEIRWIN is now returning to Hobart,
Tasmania, she has been carrying out a search as she headed north and continuously

cailing the Yt BERSERK. Present position at
262230utc is 71 50S 173 41E (50nm East of Cape McCormick).

SPIRIT of ENDERBY will complete her present
schedule with her passengers; she is due to depart MicMurdo Sound on Monday

28th Feb and will carry out a search as she
heads northwards.

(N) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The shore party of 2 are safe at McMurdo base and
are due to fly out.to Christchurch tomorrow, Monday 28th Feb.

Any media enquiries, are to cali Maritime New
Zealand meéedia on +64 4 4997318
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