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I refer to your email of 2 November 2020 in which you request the following under the 

Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

“…all reports and other communications prepared by the New Zealand High 

Commission in Apia, Samoa (then Western Samoa), about the Privy Council's decision 

on Lesa v. Attorney-General of New Zealand delivered in 1982, including the High 

Commission's  analyses and assessments of the implications of that decision and the 

subsequently proposed and then enacted Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982 on 

New Zealand's relationship with Samoa (then Western Samoa), together with any 

response/s from MFAT in Wellington to those reports and communications.  

Further, I request copies of any briefings, reports, notes or other information sent by 

MFAT to the then Minister of Foreign Affairs about the Privy Council's decision on Lesa 

v. Attorney-General of New Zealand delivered in 1982, including the Ministry's

analyses and assessments of the implications of that decision and the subsequently

proposed and then enacted Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982 on New Zealand's

relationship with Samoa (then Western Samoa).”

On 30 November 2020, we wrote to you advising that we were extending the time limit on 

your request to 2 February 2021. On 2 February 2021 we wrote to you confirming we had 

made a decision to release information to you, but we needed to undertake further 

consultation. This process is now complete and we are releasing the attached documents to 

you. I apologise for the delay in providing this response which has been necessitated by the 

amount and historic nature of material in scope of your request, and the consultation 

required to be undertaken on it.  

Some parts of the attachments have been withheld under the following sections of the OIA: 

 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international

relations of the New Zealand Government;

 6(b): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential

basis; and

 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;

Personal details removed for 
proactive release 

Personal details removed for proactive release 
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Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no 

public interest in releasing the information that would be sufficient to override the reasons for 

withholding it. 

On 8 April 2021, you further requested: 

1. Exactly which people (by job title only) within MFAT, and which (if any) other NZ

government agencies/entities, and which (if any) other government/s, and which (if

any) other people, have been consulted (including for legal advice) about any aspect

of the release of the information that I requested on 2 November 2020; and

2. The specific reason/s why anyone other than MFAT employees, including any other

NZ government agencies/entities, and any other government/s, and any other people, 

have been consulted (including for legal advice) about any aspect of the release of the 

information that I requested on 2 November 2020. 

Your OIA request was centrally managed by the Executive Services team at MFAT which 

manages the MFAT’s OIA requests. Most OIA requests which MFAT receives are reviewed are 

assigned to the relevant team (in this case the Pacific Polynesia and French Polynesia 

Division), and reviewed by the Divisional manager and Deputy Secretary responsible for that 

area. As is usual practice the MFAT Media team (through there central inbox) were advised of 

the release of official information for their information. The list of MFAT staff (by job title) 

involved in providing a response to your request is below: 

Policy Officer (Pacific Polynesia and French Polynesia Division) 

Unit Manager (Pacific Polynesia and French Polynesia Division) 

Divisional Manager (Pacific Polynesia and French Polynesia Division) 

Deputy Secretary (Pacific and Development Group) 

Head of Mission APIA 

Senior Adviser (Executive Services Division) 

Unit Manager (Executive Services Division) 

Divisional Manager (Executive Services Division) 

Legal Adviser (Legal Division) 

Associate Counsel (Corporate Legal Unit) 

The Government of Samoa was consulted through our post in Apia as the matter related to 

their country and citizens. 

The Department of Internal Affairs was consulted given the subject matter was citizenship. The 

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment was consulted regarding immigration issues. 

Crown Law was consulted on questions of legal privilege. 

The Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs was consulted under the ‘no surprises’ convention. 

You have the right under section 28(3) of the OIA to seek a review of this response by the 

Ombudsman. 
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Nāku noa, nā 

Julie-Anne Lee 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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