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I refer to your email of 27 November 2023 in which you request the following under the Official
Information Act 1982 (OIA):

- Briefings, analyses and cabinet papers related to climate mobility (also known as

climate migration) from August 2020 - present. This includes:

- Any proposed policy changes to accommodate persons displaced from other countries by
climate change

- Suggested amendments to existing immigration schemes or the introduction of new
immigration schemes.

- Documents showing how the conversation and language around climate mobility
developed in the aforementioned timeframe.

- Communication strategies to address public knowledge of climate migrants.

- Considerations about implications for Maori and the role of Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

- Government reports related to climate mobility from the Pacific Islands Forum 2022 and
2023

- Whether there have been discussions of introducing a climate mobility pathway for
specific Pacific countries similar to the one recently announced by Australia.

- An update on the research that MFAT has commissioned in the Pacific related to climate
mobility.

- Information about the needs and requests of Tuvaluan and Kiribati communities in
Aotearoa and abroad, and

- Other documents of relevance between August 2020 - present.

Please note that the following information is not requested:

- Cabinet Paper progress update: A New Zealand response to Pacific climate migration
- Pacific climate change-related displacement and migration: A New Zealand action plan
- Public lectures and speeches

On 1 December 2023 we notified you that we had transferred the following parts of your request
to the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE).

Briefings, analyses and cabinet papers related to climate mobility (also known as climate
migration) from August 2020 - present. This includes:

- Any proposed policy changes to accommodate persons displaced from other countries
by climate change

- Suggested amendments to existing immigration schemes or the introduction of new
immigration schemes.
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- Whether there have been discussions of introducing a climate mobility pathway for
specific Pacific countries similar to the one recently announced by Australia.

On 4 December 2023 we contacted you seeking a refinement of you request to:

Briefings, analyses and cabinet papers related to climate mobility (also known as climate
migration) provided to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 January 2022 to present
Information to include:

. Briefing material on climate mobility for Pacific Islands Forum Leaders meetings in
2022 and 2023 provided to the Minister

. Reports on climate mobility provided to the Minister of within the timeframe

o Communication strategies to address public knowledge of climate migrants
provided to the Minister within the timeframe

. Reports and analysis of climate mobility implications for Maori and the role of Te
Tiriti o Waitangi, if any, provided to the Minister within the timeframe

o Updates on research commissioned in the Pacific relating to climate mobility
provided to the Minister within the timeframe.

o Formal Requests, if any, from the governments of Tuvalu and Kiribati, relating to
climate mobility, held by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, within the timeframe.

On 6 December 2023, you agreed to this refined request.

On 24 January 2024, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an
additional 15 working days because responding to your request necessitated the review of a
large quantity of information, and/or due to the consultations necessary to make a decision on
your request. (section 15A(1)(a) and/or 15A(1)(b) of the OIA refers).

There are 11 documents in scope of your request, set out in the document schedule below:

Schedule of Documents in scope
Number Date Title Withholding grounds
1 February 2022 Informal Note — Domestic 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i)
Preparedness for a Large-
scale Relocation Event from
the Pacific to Aotearoa New

Zealand

2 February 2022 Informal Note — Climate 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i)
Mobility Update

3 6 April 2022 Climate Mobility Initiatives 6(b)(i); 9(2)(a)
Funding Increase

4 May 2022 Regional Work on Climate 6(a)
Migration Issues

5 3 May 2022 Informal Note — Additional Nil

Information on Proposed
Funding Increase for Climate
Mobility Initiatives
6 4 May 2022 Pacific Regional Framework on 9(2)(g)(i)
Climate Mobility
7 February 2023 Climate Mobility 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i)
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8 12 June 2023 Climate Migration Action Plan  6(a); 9(2)(a);
- June 2023 Progress Update  9(2)(g)(i)
9 18 August 2023 Climate Migration Action Plan | 6(a); 9(2)(a);
- August 2022 Progress 9(2)(g) (i)
Update
10 October 2023 Pacific Regional Framework on| 6(b)(i); 9(2)(g)(i);
Climate Mobility 9(2)(j)
11 No date Media lines: PIF 2023 6(a); 9(2)(f)(iv)

Declaration on the Continuity
of Statehood and the
Protection of Persons in the
Face of Climate Change-
related Sea-Level Rise AND
PIF 2023 Pacific Regional
Climate Mobility Framework

For your information, the financial information in document 3, Climate Mobility Initiatives
Funding Increase, is out of date. The most up-to-date information on planned aid expenditure is
available on the Ministry website at: https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/aid-and-development/our-
approach-to-aid/where-our-funding-goes/our-planned-aid-expenditure/# ftnref2

You have asked for Formal Requests, if any, from the governments of Tuvalu and Kiribati,
relating to climate mobility, held by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, within the timeframe. We
refuse this part of your request under section 18(e) of the OIA, as no such requests have been
received, so the information you requested does not exist.

In the information, detailed in the document schedule is attached, We have withheld some
information under the following sections of the OIA:

6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international
relations of the New Zealand Government;

6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential
basis;

9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;

9(2)(f)(iv): to protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and
officials;
9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments; and

9(2)(j): to avoid prejudice to negotiations.

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no
public interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it.

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information
requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your personal information
removed) may be published on the Ministry website: www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-
us/official-information-act-responses/

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at:
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the
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Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone
0800 802 602.

Naku noa, na

Owen Thornber
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade





























































































































