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I refer to your email of 23 March 2024 in which you request the following under the Official 

Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

please supply all written advice, briefings, notes, reports and aides-memoire, provided for 

and arising from, the following engagements: 

1. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

Cook Islands Foreign Minister, Tingika Elikana, held on 21 March 2024. 

2. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

Republic of Marshall Islands Foreign Minister, Kalani Kaneko, held on 20 March 2024. 

3. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and High 

Commissioner of Vanuatu to New Zealand, Jimmy Nipo, held on 6 March 2024. 

4. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and High 

Commissioner of Papua New Guinea to New Zealand, Sakias Tameo, held on 6 March 

2024. 

5. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

President of French Polynesia, Moetai Brotherson, held on 5 March 2024. 

6. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

President of Nauru, David Adeang, held on 29 February 2024. 

 

We have numbered your request for administrative convenience.  

 

On 23 April 2024, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an additional 

22 working days because responding to your request necessitated the review of a large quantity 

of information, and due to the consultations necessary to make a decision on your request 

(section 15A(1)(a) and 15A(1)(b) of the OIA refers). 

 

The following items containing information in scope of your request are attached.  

 

1. Meeting Brief: Hon Tingika Elikana, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cook Islands [dated 18 

March 2024] 

2. Brief: Bilateral Meeting with Republic of the Marshall Islands’ Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade, Kalani Kaneko [Dated March 2024] 

3. Meeting Brief: Meeting with Jimmy Nipo, Vanuatu High Commissioner to New Zealand  

4. Meeting Brief: Meeting with the High Commissioner to New Zealand for the Independent 

State of Papua New Guinea – His Excellency Sakias Tameo  

5. Bilateral Meeting with Moetai Brotherson – President, French Polynesia [dated February 

2024] 

6. Bilateral Meeting with Nauru’s President David Adeang [dated February 2024] 

Personal details removed for 
proactive release 

Personal details removed for proactive release 
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We have withheld some information under the following sections of the OIA:  

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 

relations of the New Zealand Government;  

• 6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential 

basis; 

• 6(b)(ii): to protect the passing of information from an international organisation on a 

confidential basis; 

• 7(b): to avoid prejudicing the relations between any of the Governments of New Zealand; 

the self-governing State of the Cook Islands; 

• 7(c)(i): to avoid prejudicing the international relations of the self-governing State of the 

Cook Islands 

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;  

• 9(2)(f)(iv): to protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and 

officials; and 

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments. 

 

Regarding the meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and 

the President of Nauru, David Adeang, held on 29 February 2024 (part 6 of your request), As per 

section 16(e) of the OIA, we are providing you with the following excerpt from the report of this 

meeting, noting that the remainder of the document is outside the scope of your request: 

FORMAL MESSAGE: NAURU: TRUST FUND MEETING 29 FEB [s6(a)] 
 

[6(a)] 

14. Deputy Prime Minister Peters hosted the President and his delegation for dinner following the 

Prime Minister’s meeting. The conversation reflected similar themes to those with Prime Minister 

Luxon.  

15. The President and Deputy Prime Minister reflected on the current operation of the PIF and 

agreed on the importance of the current review of Pacific regional architecture, [s6(a)] 

16. [6(a)] The President thanked New Zealand for our ongoing support for regional fisheries and 

education, noting the expansion of fisheries revenue had been a success story for Nauru. [s6(b)(i)].  

 

With reference to the reports of the remaining five meetings: 

 

1. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

Cook Islands Foreign Minister, Tingika Elikana, held on 21 March 2024. 

2. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

Republic of Marshall Islands Foreign Minister, Kalani Kaneko, held on 20 March 2024. 

3. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and High 

Commissioner of Vanuatu to New Zealand, Jimmy Nipo, held on 6 March 2024. 



 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 3 

4. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and High 

Commissioner of Papua New Guinea to New Zealand, Sakias Tameo, held on 6 March 

2024. 

5. A meeting between the New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Winston Peters, and the 

President of French Polynesia, Moetai Brotherson, held on 5 March 2024. 

 

The documents in scope of these parts of your request is withheld in full under the following 

sections of the OIA: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 

relations of the New Zealand Government;  

• 6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a confidential 

basis; and 

• 7(b): to avoid prejudicing the relations between any of the Governments of New Zealand; 

the self-governing State of the Cook Islands. 

 

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no public 

interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it.  

 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 

requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your personal information 

removed) may be published on the Ministry website: www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-

us/official-information-act-responses/  

 

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
Sarah Corbett 

for Acting Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 






























