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Thank you for your email of 10 September 2024 in which you request the following under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

1. The total number of staff sent to courses run by wall walks in each of the last three 
years. 

Please break down number of staff sent by year. 

2. Please indicate what course/workshop/training each staff member was involved in is 
called. 

3. The total amount spent on sending staff to Wall Walks courses over the last three 
years. 

Please break the total amount spent on sending staff to Wall Walks courses down by 
year. 

4. The value of any other funding provided to wall walks, broken down by date, funding 
purpose, office location and amount. 

5. Please provide emails, reports, messages or any other correspondence for the 
reasoning of staff being sent on these courses and specify whether participation in 
these courses was compulsory or not. 

Please provide a copy of documentation including but not limited to emails, reports, 
messages or any other correspondence that explains the content included in the 
course or description of activities undertaken through wall walks, or any associated 
courses/training. 

6. Please provide emails, reports, messages or any other correspondence for any 
measurable outcomes from your agency attending Wall Walk courses. 

 
Your request has been numbered for administrative purposes. Please find a response to each part 
of your request below. 

1. The total number of staff sent to courses run by wall walks in each of the last three 
years, AND Please break down number of staff sent by year. 

90 staff participated in 2023, and 21 staff participated in 2024.  
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Please note that some decisions on providing training, including the Wall Walk, are made at the 
divisional level, which is not recorded centrally. We have provided information held centrally, the 
remainder is refused under section 18(f) of the OIA, due to substantial collation and release.  

2. Please indicate what course/workshop/training each staff member was involved in is 
called. 

All centrally recorded information refers to the training as ‘The Wall Walk’. 

3. The total amount spent on sending staff to Wall Walks courses over the last three 
years AND Please break the total amount spent on sending staff to Wall Walks 
courses down by year. 

• NZ$ 15,202.57 (GST exclusive) was spent in 2023.  

• NZ$ 9,572.25 (GST exclusive) was spent in 2024.  

• The total amount spent in the last three years is: NZ$23,774.82 (GST exclusive). 

4. The value of any other funding provided to wall walks, broken down by date, funding 
purpose, office location and amount. 

No other funding has been provided. Accordingly, this part of your request is refused under 
section 18(e) of the OIA, as the information does not exist.  

5. Please provide emails, reports, messages or any other correspondence for the 
reasoning of staff being sent on these courses and specify whether participation in 
these courses was compulsory or not. AND Please provide a copy of documentation 
including but not limited to emails, reports, messages or any other correspondence 
that explains the content included in the course or description of activities 
undertaken through wall walks, or any associated courses/training. 

The requested information is attached. We have withheld some information under the following 
sections of the OIA:  

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy; and,  

• 9(2)(b)(ii): to avoid prejudice to the commercial position of another party. 
 
Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no public 
interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it. 

6. Please provide emails, reports, messages or any other correspondence for any 
measurable outcomes from your agency attending Wall Walk courses. 

No measureable outcomes were recorded for the Wall Walk course, accordingly this part of your 
request is refused under section 18(e) of the OIA. However, from 2021, Mātauranga Māori (Māori 
knowledge) had been an organisational priority for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. The 
kaupapa that was taught at the Wall Walk connects to the Ministry’s Te Whāinga Amorangi Plan 
to build capability and strengthen māori crown relationships. Phase 1 of this plan involved 
improving awareness of New Zealand history, the Treaty of Waitangi and Te Reo Māori.  
 
Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 
requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your personal information 
removed) may be published on the Ministry website: www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-
us/official-information-act-responses/  
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If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 
0800 802 602. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
Sarah Corbett 
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 






















