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Thank you for your email of 31 October 2024 in which you request the following under 

the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

information regarding spending on lanyards, branded merchandise, and clothing 

within your agency. Specifically, I would like details on the following: 

1. Please provide the total amount spent on each category (lanyards,

merchandise, and clothing) over the past financial year.

2. For each category, could you provide an itemised breakdown, including but not

limited to:

- Type of item purchased (e.g., branded clothing, lanyards).

- Quantity of each item purchased.

- Total cost per item type.

3. A list of suppliers or vendors used for these purchases, with the amounts spent

per vendor.

On 28 November 2024, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by 

an additional12 working days because responding to your request necessitated the 

review of a large quantity of information (section 15A(1)(a) of the OIA refers).  

In the 2023/2024 financial year, NZ$4022.48 (ex GST) was spent on lanyards. Details of 

lanyard purchases that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Ministry) holds are 

provided in Annex one. Please note some information is refused under section 18(e) of 

the OIA as parts of the information requested do not exist, or despite best efforts to 

located it, cannot be found. 

In the 2023/2024 financial year, NZ$11,337.47 (ex GST) was spent on clothing items 

coded in the Ministry’s system as expenditure on formal representation clothing in the 

2023/2024 financial year. Details of this expenditure is provided in Annex two. The 

table in Annex Two is taken from our financial management system. The description field 

of this system has a character limit, meaning that some descriptions appear incomplete. 

Where a description is incomplete, any additional information is refused under section 

18(e) of the OIA as the information does not exist.   

In the 2023/2024 financial year, NZ$83,943.00 (ex GST) was spent on branded 

merchandise for Manaaki New Zealand scholarship recipients. Approximately 1200 

Manaaki New Zealand scholars per year are provided with a modest range of branded 
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