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Tēnā koe  
 
Thank you for your email of 1 July 2025 in which you requested the following under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA):  
 

“I would be grateful for all official information on the MFAT investigation in 2021 
into Air New Zealand's exports of GE LM2500 marine engines, in particular those 
destined for Saudi Arabia, including MFAT's interactions with other bodies and the 
investigation's outcomes (in other words, what recommendations were taken up as 
a result of the investigation's findings).  
Please exclude information that is administrative or trivial in nature.”  

 
Your request has been interpreted as being for:  
 

1‐ Formal documentation (e.g., reports, findings, summaries) related to MFAT’s 
2021 investigation into Air New Zealand’s exports of GE LM2500 marine engines, 
especially those destined for Saudi Arabia. 

2- MFAT’s communications or consultations with external bodies (e.g., other 
government agencies, international partners) in relation to decisions 
made/actions taken in this investigation. 

3- Outcomes report resulting from the investigation into Air New Zealand's exports 
of GE LM2500 marine engines. 

 
On 30 July 2025, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an 
additional 30 working days because responding to your request necessitated the review 
of a large quantity of information, and due to the consultations necessary to decide on 
your request (section 15A(1)(a) and (b) of the OIA refers). 
 
On 10 September 2025, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Ministry) advised 
you that a decision had been made on your OIA request and that the information 
relevant to your request was in the final stages of preparation.  
 
Please find this information attached. Some of the information is withheld under the 
following sections of the OIA: 

 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the 
international relations of the New Zealand Government;  
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 6(b)(i): to protect the passing of information from another government on a 
confidential basis; 

 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;  

 9(2)(ba)(i): to protect the supply of confidential information by a third party; 

 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments;  

 9(2)(g)(ii): to protect officers and employees from improper pressure or 
harassment; and 

 9(2)(h): to maintain legal professional privilege. 
 
Where the information was withheld under section 9 of the OIA, no public interest in 
releasing the information has been identified that would override the reasons for 
withholding it. 
 
Following the Ministry’s internal investigation and a commodity determination process, 
the export controls decision was published on the Ministry’s website: 
www.mfat.govt.nz/en/media-and-resources/export-controls-decision. 
 
In April 2021, in response to heightened public interest and media coverage concerning 
New Zealand businesses exporting to countries subject to scrutiny over human rights 
and humanitarian law concerns, the Deputy Chief Executive, Policy at the Ministry 
commissioned an independent review of the Ministry’s Export Controls framework. The 
review was conducted by David Smol and resulted in the report titled A Review of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Export Controls Regime. The report provided an 
assessment of the New Zealand export controls framework and offered 
recommendations for strengthening it, and is available on the Ministry’s website: 
www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Trade-General/Brokering-weapons-AND-Trading-weapons-
and-controlled-chemicals/Export-Controls-Report-22-July-2021.pdf. 
 
Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 
information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 
personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 
www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  
If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 
0800 802 602. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
Sarah Corbett 
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 












































































































































































































































