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Cabinet Minute of Decision – Proposed Overseas 
Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters - March 2025 

CAB-25-MIN-0057 

Proposed Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters: 
United States of America (US): 13 – 21 March 2025 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, 
would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA). Where this is the case, 
the relevant sections of the OIA that would apply have been identified. Where information 
has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons 
for withholding it. 

Key to OIA redaction codes: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the
international relations of the New Zealand Government.



R E S T R I C T E D
CAB-25-MIN-0057

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters - March 2025

Portfolio Foreign Affairs

On 10 March 2025, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of the Rt Hon Winston Peters from New Zealand from 13 to 21 
March 2025, to travel to New York and Washington, the United States of America for 
bilateral visits;

2 agreed that he be accompanied by two members of staff;

3 authorised the estimated expenditure of up to $81,313 for the travel expenses of the 
Ministerial party as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel);

4 noted that he will be accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, whose travel costs will be met by their agency;

5 agreed that during his absence:

5.1 Hon Judith Collins KC act as Minister of Foreign Affairs;

5.2 Hon Mark Patterson act as Minister for Racing;

5.3 Hon Chris Bishop act as Minister for Rail;

6 noted that the House is not sitting during his absence.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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R E S T R I C T E D

1 

Restricted 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Chair, Cabinet 

Proposed Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters: United States of America 
(US): 13 – 21 March 2025 

1 Cabinet approval is sought to undertake official travel to the US, departing 
Thursday 13 March and returning Friday 21 March 2025. 

2 The Prime Minister’s Office has approved the travel in-principle. 

Purpose of Travel  

3 The US remains an essential partner for New Zealand. 

 This visit will be the first by a New Zealand 
Minister to Washington DC since President Trump started his second term 
and will be important in setting the tone (with the US, other partners, and in 
public) of the New Zealand-US relationship during this new era. 

4 US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has offered a time on 18 March for a 
bilateral meeting. This would be the first in-person meeting with the new 
Secretary, following an introductory phone call shortly after Secretary Rubio’s 
confirmation. 

5 The visit to Washington DC would be preceded by a visit to New York to 
speak with senior officials and Permanent Representatives to the United 
Nations (UN). 

6 

Outline of Proposed Visit 

7 In addition to the call on Secretary Rubio, we will be seeking the following 
engagements during the visit: 
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RESTRICTED 

4 

Proactive release 

13 This Cabinet paper will be proactively released as per Cabinet Office Circular 
CO(18) 4, on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s website. Proactive 
release is subject to redaction as appropriate under the Official Information Act 
1982.  

Recommendations 

1 It is recommended that Cabinet: 

1.1 authorise my absence from New Zealand from Thursday 13 March till 
Thursday 20 March 2025 to travel to the United States of America (US);  

1.2 approve the estimated expenditure of NZD$81,313 for the travel expenses 
of the Ministerial party, as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs - Members of 
the Executive – Travel; 

1.3 agree that my Specialist Ministerial Adviser and Senior Press Secretary 
accompany, a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs – Members of the Executive 
- Travel;

1.4 note that my Senior Foreign Affairs Adviser and the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade would accompany, whose travel costs would be met by 
the Ministry;   

1.5 agree that in my absence:  

1.5.1 Hon Judith Collins KC cover the foreign affairs portfolio; 

1.5.2 Hon Mark Patterson cover the racing portfolio; 

1.5.3 Hon Chris Bishop cover the rail portfolio; 

1.6 note that the House is not sitting during my absence but that we would 
miss the Cabinet meeting of Monday 17 March 2025 if it goes ahead. 

Authorised for lodgement 

Rt Hon Winston Peters 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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