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Tēnā koe 

Thank you for your email of 1 December 2025, in which you request the following under 

the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

RNZ requests release in full and in fully searchable and copyable format, of  

• A copy of the independent review into the Ministry’s approach to health and

safety led by David Smol including all appendices and attachments

• A copy of any record of any MFAT considerations or responses to the review

• A list of titles of any and all reports or similar MFAT has asked for or received that

are related to the Smol review.

You provided the following additional information to explain how you would like your 

request to be interpreted: 

Please provide all relevant attachments and appendices. 

Please date any and all of the released info; pls release all attachments and 

appendices 

Please redact all junior non-decisionmakers’ names. 

Please make sure all info is searchable and copyable. 

Please provide documents where sought, and not statements.  

Please provide links to already published info within scope, including any OIAs. 

Please do not refuse on grounds of proactive release is imminent; however, if you 

do, pls take note of the Ombudsman’s guidance that, “As a matter of good 

practice, agencies should provide the precise or approximate date by which the 

information will be published” to the OIA requester. 

I ask anything within the spirit of the request be included in the response. 

 Please get back to me with any queries within 7 working days; pls advise of any 

need to transfer any of these questions anywhere, within 7 working days. 

We note that you submitted your request as a media request with the note: 

 Please get back to me with any queries within 7 working days; pls advise of any 

need to transfer any of these questions anywhere, within 7 working days. 

Redacted for proactive release

Redacted for proactive release
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On 2 December 2025, we acknowledged your request and notified you that we would 

respond to your request as soon as practicable and in terms of the timeframes and 

requirements of the OIA. 

 

On 20 January 2026, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by 

an additional 8 working days due to the consultations necessary to make a decision on 

your request (section 15A(1)(b) of the OIA refers). 

Response to your request 

 

The final version of the document titled, Review of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade’s approach to health and safety, was received by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade (the Ministry) on 27 October 2025. It is attached with some information 

withheld under the following sections of the OIA: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the 

international relations of the New Zealand Government;  

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments; 

and 

• 9(2)(h): to maintain legal professional privilege. 

 

At the time your request was received, the Ministry held one email chain relating to 

considerations of, and responses to the review’s findings and recommendations. This is 

attached with some information withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the OIA to protect the 

privacy of individuals.  

 

The Ministry has accepted all 14 recommendations and intends to set up a team to 

support implement the report’s recommendations.  

 

Regarding the third part of your request, we have identified the following two titles as 

being in scope:  

 

1. Investigation into process for managing earthquake risk at Port Vila post. 

2. Untitled (incomplete piece of work being undertaken by the Ministry’s Asset 

Management Division) 

 

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, no public interest 

in releasing the information has been identified that would override the reasons for 

withholding it. 

 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 

information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 

personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 

www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  
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If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
 

Sarah Corbett 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 




































































