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UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Thank you for your email of 3 February 2026, in which you request the following under 
the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 
 

“Under the Official Information Act, please supply copies of the following briefings 
listed in the response to my OIA 30631 of 9 January 2026: 

• A submission entitled "Informal Note - Potential water management support to 
Fiji", dated 1 December 2025. 

• A submission entitled "Chinese Naval Extended Area Deployment (EAD) Update, 
dated 5 December 2025. 

• A submission entitled "Further advice on Budget 2026 to inform initiative 
submission", dated 5 December 2025. 

• A Submission entitled "Instruments of Full Powers - Japan Information Security 
Agreement and Japan Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement", dated 8 
December 2025. 

• A submission entitled "Post-2025 climate-related support for developing 
countries", dated 11 December 2025. 

• A submission entitled, "Increased funding for Pacific water security activities: 
Kiribati and Tuvalu", dated 15 December 2025. 

• A submission entitled, "Proliferation Security Initiative: Exercise Maru 2026", 
dated 15 December 2025.”  

 
On 3 March 2026, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an 
additional 10 working days due to the consultations necessary to make a decision on 
your request (section 15A(1)(b) of the OIA refers). 
 
 
# Title Date Decision 

1.  Informal Note - Potential water 
management support to Fiji" 

1 December 2025 6(a) 

2.  Chinese Naval Extended Area 
Deployment  

8 December 2025 6(a), 9(2)(a) 

Out of scope
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# Title Date Decision 

3.  Further advice on Budget 2026 to 
inform initiative submission  

5 December 2025 Withheld in full 
9(2)(f)(iv); 
9(2)(g)(i) 

4.  Instruments of Full Powers - Japan 
Information Security Agreement and 
Japan Acquisition and Cross Servicing 
Agreement 

8 December 2025 9(2)(a) 

5.  Post-2025 climate-related support for 
developing countries 

11 December 2025 Withheld in full 
9(2)(f)(iv); 
9(2)(g)(i); 6(a) 

6.  Increased funding for Pacific water 
security activities: Kiribati and Tuvalu 

15 December 2025 6(a); 9(2)(a) 

7.  Proliferation Security Initiative: 
Exercise Maru 2026 

15 December 2025 6(a); 9(2)(a) 

 
Some information is withheld under the following sections of the OIA: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the 
international relations of the New Zealand Government; and 

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy. 
 
Document three and five are withheld in full under the following sections of the OIA: 

• 9(2)(f)(iv): to protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the 
Crown and officials; and 

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments. 
Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, no public interest 
in releasing the information has been identified that would override the reasons for 
withholding it. 
 
Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 
information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 
personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 
www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  
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If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 
0800 802 602. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
Sarah Corbett 
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 



 

 
 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

Informal Note — Potential water management support to Fiji 

• Following the visit of Fiji’s Minister for Agriculture and Waterways, Hon Tomasi Tunabuna, 
to New Zealand in November, MFAT and MBIE officials are exploring options to support 
Fiji in addressing water management challenges.  

• Fiji faces serious water security challenges from climate change, intensified flooding, 
aging infrastructure and high leakage rates. Urban areas struggle with rising demand and 
contamination risks, while a lack of reliable access in rural communities undermines 
health, food security and agriculture development. Outlined in its cross-government Water 
Sector Strategy 2050, Fiji plans to address these challenges through strengthening 
climate-resilient infrastructure, advancing integrated water management, and promoting 
nature-based solutions to protect communities, secure water supply, and sustain key 
economic sectors. 

•  
 
 
 

  

 

  
 
 
 

  

  
 
 

    

Further support 

•  
 

• Water security and management are not agreed priorities under our Fiji-New Zealand 
Statement of Partnership. However, our IDC programme provides limited support through 
community-level partnerships to improve rural access to clean water and sanitation, as 
well as part of an agriculture-related land-use planning activity. In addition, the 
Government of Fiji has confirmed that approximately NZ$5.1 million from New Zealand’s 
untagged climate flexible finance contribution will be allocated to drainage and flood 
protection projects.  

 
 
Pacific Melanesia & Micronesia Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
1 December 2025 
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I, WINSTON RAYMOND PETERS 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of New Zealand 
 
 

do hereby certify that 
 

The Honourable Judith Anne Collins 
Minister of Defence 

 
is vested with full powers and authority to sign, on behalf of the Government of 
New Zealand, the Agreement between the Government of New Zealand and the 
Government of Japan Concerning the Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services 
Between the Self-Defence Forces of Japan and the New Zealand Defence Forces. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed and sealed these presents at 
________________________, this _________ day of _______________ 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 ______________________________ 
 Rt Hon Winston Raymond Peters 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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