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Thank you for your email of 16 March 2026, in which you request the following under the 

Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

 

the following information under the Official Information Act 1982 relating to 

bilateral “2+2” ministerial talks and associated Green Economy or trade-linked 

dialogues conducted during 2024–2025.  

 

This request is confined to records held by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

in its role coordinating or supporting international trade and bilateral engagement.  

 

Please provide:  

 

1. Copies of briefing material, aide-mémoires, or official summaries prepared by or 

for MFAT in relation to any 2×2 ministerial talks or associated working groups 

during 2024–2025 that included discussion of:  

• green economy cooperation,  

• industrial decarbonisation.  

• energy transition collaboration, or  

• sustainable fuels or alternative fuels,  

• low-emissions trade,  

 

2. Any references within such material to:  

• development of energy hubs or strategic energy precincts,  

• fuel production or conversion facilities,  

• sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), synthetic fuels, methanol, hydrogen, or similar 

low-emissions fuel pathways,  

• infrastructure investment linked to fuel resilience or energy security.  

 

3. Any documentation identifying the lead or coordinating agency for those talks, 

including confirmation of MFAT’s role.  

 

On 19 March 2026, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Ministry) requested 

proof of eligibility under the OIA, which you supplied on the following day. 
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• 9(2)(b)(ii): to avoid prejudice to the commercial position of another party;  

• 9(2)(d): to protect the economic interests of New Zealand; 

• 9(2)(f)(iv): to protect the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the 

Crown and officials; and 

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments. 

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, no public interest 

in releasing the information has been identified that would override the reasons for 

withholding it. 

 

In accordance with section 16(1)(e) of the OIA, the Ministry is providing an excerpt from 

the document titled Overseas Visit by The Honourable Nicola Willis Minister of Finance 

and The Honourable Simon Watts Minister of Climate Change to the Australia – New 

Zealand Climate and Finance Ministers’ Meeting Brisbane, Australia 29-31 July 2024. This 

excerpt has been provided because large parts of the full document are outside the 

scope of your request.  

 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 

information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 

personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 

www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  

 

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 

 
 

Sarah Corbett 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 




































































































