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Earlier in the planning process of the Pacific Mission, there was reference to a 

High Commission grant for a project for Apia Village. This was prior to being informed by 

the Government of Samoa that it would cover the koha for Apia Village relating to the 

matai title. As announced during the ava ceremony, the New Zealand High Commission 

has proceeded with the grant for Apia Village, which relates to their preparations for 

Samoa’s Independence Day on 1 June 2026. The grant was made in recognition of the 

longstanding and close relationship between New Zealand and Apia Village, including 

support for the New Zealand engagement with Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting (CHOGM) as Apia Village was the “host” village for New Zealand during CHOGM. 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 

information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 

personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 

www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Sarah Corbett 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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13. 9 Mar 

2026 

Email with 

attachments 

Samoa Tonga PacMission 

Planning Update #18, 9 Mar 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a); 

attachments 

released as extracts 

14. 10 Mar 

2026 

Email Samoa Tonga PacMission 

Planning Update #17, 4 Mar 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a); 9(2)(g)(i) 

15. 10 Mar 

2026 

Email Media Event Day Factsheet - 

Pacific Mission 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a) 

16. 11 Mar 

2026 

Email Preparation for Pacific mission 

cultural ceremonies 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a) 

17. 11 Mar 

2026 

Email with 

attachment 

Draft briefing material for PM 

- "ava ceremony and saofa"i

9(2)(a) 

18. 11 Mar 

2026 

Email Senior officials' briefing of PM Out of scope; 6(a); 

9(2)(a); 9(2)(g)(i) 

19. 10 to 14 

Mar2026 

Email Preparation for Pacific mission 

cultural ceremonies 

6(a); 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(i) 

20. 13 to 16 

Mar 2026 

Email heads up: ANZMIN media 

event briefs 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a) 

21. 13 to 16 

Mar 2026 

Email heads up: ANZMIN media 

event briefs 

Out of scope; 6(a) 

22. 16 Mar 

2026 

Email FOR PACPF DM APPROVAL: 

draft social media post for 

MFATNZ channels 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a); 9(2)(g)(i) 

23. 14 to 16 

Mar 2026 

Multiple 

Email 

Media emails Out of scope; 

9(2)(a); 9(2)(g)(i) 
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Appendix B – Excerpts 
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Page 7 
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Page 8 
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Page 9 
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Page 23 
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EXCERPT THREE  

 

 
 

Duplicate information removed. 

 

See Excerpt One (pages 10, 13 and 14). 
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EXCERPT FOUR 
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Pages 7/8 
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EXCERPT FIVE  
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EXCERPT SIX 
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Page 34 
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EXCERPT SEVEN 
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Page 5 

 

0925 0925 Ava Ceremony and Matai Title Bestowal CEREMONIAL 
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Duplicate information removed. 

 

See Excerpt One (pages 10, 13 and 14). 
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EXCERPT EIGHT  

 

 
Page 7  

 

Duplicate information removed. 

 

See Excerpt Two  
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EXCERPT NINE 

 

 
Page 1 

 

Matai title 

The bestowal of the matai title today– [name] - was one of the greatest honours I have 

received as New Zealand’s Prime Minister. I receive this honour on behalf of all 

New Zealanders and have been learning today about the obligations and responsibilities 

this signifies. I have learnt that it represents the enduring familial bonds between our 

countries strengthened through service, partnership and support, and gives renewed 

meaning to the Treaty of Friendship.  
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EXCERPT TEN 

 

 

 
 

 

Page 1/2 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act
























































































































































































