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UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

  

 

Thank you for your email of 4 June 2026, in which you request the following under the 

Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

 

all communications with MPs Laura McClure, Duncan Webb, David Wilson, and 

Maureen Pugh regarding their visit to Taiwan. Please also include advice given to 

these people or their representatives about this matter. 

 

Please also include all communications between MFAT and representatives of China 

or its embassy in relation to sanctions against these people - and all advice given 

to the Minister of Foreign Affairs' office on this.  

 

On 2 July 2026, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an 

additional 25 working days because responding to your request necessitated the review 

of a large quantity of information, and due to the consultations necessary to make a 

decision on your request (section 15A(1)(a) and (b) of the OIA refers). 

Response to your request 

 Please see the below table of the information in scope of your request: 

# Title Date Decision 

1.  Email chain: [6(a)] (includes 

attachment)  

22 April to 24 

April  

Out of scope; 

6(a); 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

2.  Email chain: Interparliamentary 

Relations Office Meeting with 

Chinese Embassy Regarding 

Taiwan Cross-Party MPs 

Visit 

28 May 2026 Out of scope; 

6(a); 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(i); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

3.  Submission: China: Response to 

travel ban on a group of New 

Zealand MPs 

3 June 2026 Withheld in full 

6(a); 9(2)(g)(i) 

Personal details removed for proactive release 

Personal details removed for proactive release 
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# Title Date Decision 

4.  Email chain: Media query: MPs in 

Taiwan 

3 June 2026 to 4 

June 2026 

Out of scope; 

9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

5.  Email chain: Media query: MPs in 

Taiwan  

3 June 2026 to 4 

June 2026  

6(a); 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(i); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

6.  Email chain: Inquiry on China 

sanctioning 4 New Zealand MPs  

4 June 2026 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

7.  Email chain: RADAR - Thursday, 4 

June 2026 

4 June 2026 Out of scope; 

9(2)(a) 

8.  Email chain: Media request for 

comment  

4 June 2026 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

9.  Email chain: BBC request - China 

ban 

4 June 2026 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

10.  Email chain: China bans MPs 4 June 2026 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

11.  FORMAL MESSAGE: CHINA 

IMPOSES TRAVEL BAN ON 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 

THAT TRAVELLED TO TAIWAN - 

REPRESENTATIONS IN BEIJING 

4 June 2026 6(a) 

12.  FORMAL MESSAGE: CHINA 

IMPOSES TRAVEL BAN ON 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT THAT 

TRAVELLED TO TAIWAN 

4 June 2026 6(a); 9(2)(g)(i) 

(ATTACHED TO 

PREVIOUS FM) 

13.  Text message chain: China 

Sanctions four Kiwi MPs who visited 

Taiwan in political first 

4 June 2026 to 5 

June 2026 

Attached in 

Appendix one 

Out of scope;  

14.  Email chain: China Embassy 

response to MPs Taiwan Visit - 

Submission 

28 May 2026 to 3 

June 2026 

Out of scope; 

6(a); 9(2)(a); 

9(2)(g)(i); 

9(2)(g)(ii) 

 

Some information is withheld under the following sections of the OIA: 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the 

international relations of the New Zealand Government;  

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;  

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments; 

and, 

• 9(2)(g)(ii): to protect officers and employees from improper pressure or 

harassment. 
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All other information in scope of this request is withheld under section 6(a) of the OIA, to 

avoid prejudicing New Zealand’s international relations.  

 

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, no public interest 

in releasing the information has been identified that would override the reasons for 

withholding it. 

 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 

information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 

personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website: 

www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  

 

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
 

Sarah Corbett 

for Acting Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

 

 

 

http://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/
mailto:DMESD@mfat.govt.nz
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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Appendix one – text messages– advice to the office of the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade North Asia Division  

 

 
 

 




























































































