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Thank you for your email of 13 July 2026, in which you request the following under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (OIA): 
 

I’m a reporter for Stuff and am requesting under the Official Information Act, the 
full invite list from the embassy/consulate for all three of New Zealand games at 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 
 
Can MFAT please disclose if the embassy/consulate received free tickets/box from 
FIFA, and any costs contributed towards tickets/corporate box. 

 
On 10 August 2026, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an 
additional 20 working days due to the consultations necessary to make a decision on 
your request (section 15A(1)(b) of the OIA refers). 

Background  
In relation to New Zealand’s participation at the 2026 FIFA World Cup, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) worked alongside other New Zealand Government 
agencies, including New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE), Invest New Zealand 
(Invest NZ), and Sport New Zealand (Sport NZ), as part of a coordinated New Zealand 
Inc (NZ Inc) approach. These agencies held separate ticket allocations and managed 
their own invitee lists for the games. MFAT consulted with those agencies in preparing 
this response. To the extent that further information is held by another agency, we 
recommend that requests for that information be directed to the relevant agency. 

Response to your request 
 
Invite List  
Invitation lists for the three New Zealand games are set out in the tables below. Some 
information has been withheld under the following sections of the OIA: 
 

• 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the 
international relations of the New Zealand Government; 

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy; 
• 9(2)(d): to protect the economic interests of New Zealand; and  
• 9(2)(b)(ii): to avoid prejudice to the commercial position of another party. 

Personal details removed for proactive release
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If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 
DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 
Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 
0800 802 602. 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
Owen Thornber 
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 




