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Report on Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters — January 2026,

Portfolio Foreign Affairs

On 16 February 2026, Cabinet noted the report from the Rt Hon Winston Peters inder
CAB-26-SUB-0031 on his travel, from 18 to 22 January 2026, to the Republic'of Kiribati, Palau
and Fiji to undertake bilateral visits. !

Diana Hawker
for Secretary of the Cabinet
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Restrieted
Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Chair, Cabinet

Report on Overseas Travel: Rt Hon Winston Peters — 18 to 22 January 2026

This paper recommends that Cabinet note this report on travel to the Republic of
Kiribati, Palau and Fiji from Sunday 18 January to Thursday 22 January 2026.

Report

1 The purpose of the travel was to set the strategic direction for~our bilateral
relationship with Kiribati; to coordinate with Palau on our suecessive hosting
years of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) in 2026 and 2027;and to strengthen
our bilateral relationship with Fiji, and discuss a range“of issues with PIF
Secretary General Baron Wagqa in Nadi, Fiji.

Kiribati

2 In Kiribati, we successfully reset the bilateralrelationship, which included the
signing of the New Zealand - Kiribati Statement of Partnership. The Statement
was the culmination of months of diplomatic effort and sets out the shared
principles, priorities and understandings that will guide cooperation and
engagement between our governments over the period 2026-2030.

3 We met with the Kiribati Vice Rresident and Minister of Finance and Economic
Development, Dr Teaua Toatu,’hosted several Cabinet Ministers for a working
lunch (Minister of Information, Communications and Transport Alexander
Teabo; Minister of Linesand Phoenix Islands Development Mikarite Temari;
Minister of Educatien”Ruateki Tekaiara; Minister of Women, Youth, Sports, and
Social Affairs .Ruth’ Cross Kwansing; Minister of Environment, Lands, and
Agricultural Development Tokaibure Rabaua; and Minister of Employment and
Human Résources Auria Kitina), toured the newly completed Beito Hospital
alongside Kiribati Health Minister Bootii Nauan, and attended an official dinner
hosted by Vice President Toatu. Across these engagements, we raised the
visibility of our development assistance and New Zealand’s value as a trusted
partner. New Zealand is well positioned to capitalise on this momentum.

Palau

4 In Palau, the delegation held a bilateral meeting with President Surangel
Whipps Jr. and a range of Cabinet Ministers (Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries,
and the Environment Steven Victor; Minister of Public Infrastructure, Industries
and Commerce Charles I. Obichang; and Minister of Human Resources,
Culture, Tourism and Development Ngiraibelas Tmetuchl), were hosted to a
working lunch with Minister of State Aitaro, and attended an official dinner
hosted by President Whipps.
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Fiji
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Connecting in person at the start of Palau’s Pacific Islands Forum host year
gn)abled us to gauge its key priorities that will inform our own planning for 2027

In Fiji, we hosted a working dinner with the newly appointed Ministerfor Foreign
Affairs and External Trade, Sakiasi Ditoka, and a range of Ministers (Esrom
Immanuel, Minister for Finance, Commerce and Business Development;
Viliame Naupoto, Minister for Immigration; loane Naivalurua, Minister for
Policing and Communications; and Inosi Kuridrani, Minister for Agriculture and
Waterways). This was the Fiji Minister for Foreign Affairs and External Trade's
first international engagement since assuming the portfolio on 19 January.

The discussion reaffirmed our shared compiitment to regional solidarity, peace
and security, and the importance of the PIF.in the context of global challenges.

While in Fiji, we also met with the-PIF Secretary General Baron Waga. We
exchanged perspectives on thé“current global and regional challenges,
including the 2025 PIF Leaders Communiqué and our desire to not see the PIF
bow to external pressure., S s6)m

Proactive release
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This Cabinet paper would be proactively released as per Cabinet Office Circular
CO(18) 4, on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s website. Proactive
release-is subject to redaction as appropriate under the Official Information Act
198210

Recommendation

11

It is recommended that Cabinet note this report.

Authorised for lodgement

Rt Hon Winston Peters

Minister of Foreign Affairs
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