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CAB-26-MIN-0022

Cabinet

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Scott Simpson on behalf of Hon Todd
McClay — November 2025 A\

Portfolio Trade and Investment

On 9 February 2026, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Todd McClay underCAB-26-SUB-0022
on the travel undertaken by Hon Scott Simpson on his behalf, from 25629 November 2025, to
Honiara, Solomon Islands to attend the Annual Ministerial Meetmg mﬂie Pacific Agreement on
Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus. A

Diana Hawker
for Secretary of the Cabinet
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Office of the Minister for Trade and Investment
Chair, Cabinet

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Scott Simpson on behalf of Hon Todd McCIaf
— November 2025

| recommend that Cabinet note this report on travel to Honiara, Solomon Islands
from 25-29 November, undertaken by Hon Scott Simpson on my behﬁlf

Report

1 The purpose of the travel to Solomon Islands wag«fo attend the Annual
Ministerial Meeting (PPMM) on the Pacific Agreem,ént on Closer Economic
Relations (PACER) Plus on 27 November 2025 .

2 PACER Plus is a core strategic trade ag?e‘er“hent for New Zealand. At the
2025 Ministerial, Hon Scott Simpson reaffirmed New Zealand's high-level
support for PACER Plus and relnformd New Zealand's reputation as an
integral member of the Pacific reglonel architecture.

3 PACER Plus Ministers S|gned »the Phase Il PACER Plus Implementation
Arrangement and Hon Simpson announced New Zealand’s commitment of
NZD 10 million for the fivé-year extension of the PACER Plus Development
and Economic Cooperation Programme.

4 Hon Simpson conducted bilateral meetings with Solomon Islands Minister of
Foreign Affairs .and External Trade Hon Peter Shanel Agovaka, Minister of
Finance and 'Fre’asury Hon Rexon Ramofafia, and Minister of Commerce Hon
Harry Kuma ‘They discussed key challenges in Solomon Islands, including
youth uqemployment and labour mobility, investment and trade, s6(a)

5 ,H;an Slmpson also undertook business engagement programme and
. (_eoncluded his programme with a visit to the World War |l battle site of Bloody
.&" Ridge and the nearby New Zealand Camp.

““Proactive release

6 | propose that this paper should be released proactively. Proactive release is
subject to redaction as appropriate under the Official Information Act 1982.

Recommendation

| recommend that Cabinet note this report.
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Authorised for lodgement

Hon Todd McClay
Minister for Trade and Investment
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