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NEW ZEALAND ‘w‘%

11 February 2026

Minister of Foreign Affairs For approval by 18 February. 2026

Iran: Fourth tranche of travel bans

BRIEFING Decision Submission

PURPOSE To seek agreement to impose travel bans on*40 individuals who have

perpetrated human rights abuses in Iran, and four individuals implicated in
malign activities S6(2)

Recommended referrals

Prime Minister Foriinformation by 25 February 2026
Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs For information by 25 February 2026
Minister of Immigration For information by 25 February 2026

Contact details

NAME ROLE DIVISION WORK PHONE
$9(2)(g)(ii) s9(2)(a)
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Iran: Fourth tranche of travel bans

Key points

The situation in Iran remains complex. Credible reports from human rights organisations
now put the death toll from the recent protests at almost 7,000, with a further 11,500
deaths under investigation. Arrests have topped 50,000. The underlying causes of
disillusionment with the regime persist.

In response, Australia, the United Kingdom, the European Union, and the United States
have announced sanctions packages, including on Iranian Ministers who have perpetrated
human rights abuses. 56(2) The EU has-also
announced that it will designate the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)’in its
entirety as a terrorist entity.

On 29 January 2026, officials recommended that New Zealand adopt additional measures
in coordination with partners to amplify our longstanding concerns about/iran’s behaviour.
You agreed for New Zealand to continue registering our concerns through political and
diplomatic channels, 52(2)(9)(1)

In addition, officials recommend imposing travel bans.‘on 40 individuals who have
perpetrated human rights abuses in Iran, and four individuals implicated in malign activities
carried out by Iran s5(2) While they are unlikely
to travel to New Zealand, travel bans would have’ a’strong signalling effect, especially
when viewed together with partners’ sanctions announcements. The bans would
additionally $6(2)

Officials recommend announcing the travel bans via a press release before the end of
February, to leverage the momentum'generated by partners. A draft press release is
attached. We will work with your office to identify a suitable date for release and provide
talking points.

s6(a)

It is s6(P)(1) cross-checked with open-source
research. If you agree to.impose travel bans on the named individuals, MFAT will give the
list to Immigration New Zealand to prevent visas from being granted. The Ministry will also
publish the names on our website, unless partners request that we keep the information
confidential.

This tranche of travel bans will bring the total number for Iran to 99 individuals.
New Zealand has previously announced three tranches of travel bans on 55 individuals
responsible for human rights violations in Iran. New Zealand has also imposed sanctions
on,26 Iranian individuals and 18 Iranian entities who have provided support to Russia’s
illegal war in Ukraine.

There are no additional resourcing implications to implementing the travel bans.

$9(2)(9)(ii)

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade
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Fourth tranche of travel bans

Recommendations

It is recommended that you:

1

2

Agree to impose travel bans on the individuals listed in this submission.

Note there are no resourcing implications.

Refer a copy of this submission to the Prime Minister, the Associate
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the Minister of Immigration.

Rt Hon Winston Peters
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Date:

/ /
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