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UNCLASSIFIED 

Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Chair, Cabinet Economic Development Committee 

Continuing the prohibition on the export and import of strategic goods 

Proposal 

1. This paper seeks Cabinet's agreement to continue the prohibition on the export of

strategic goods, which would otherwise expire on 30 September 2021.

Relation to government priorities 

2. This is a routine operational adjustment that requires Cabinet approval.

Background 

3. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade regulates the export and import of strategic

goods.

Exports 

4. Since 1996, the prohibition on the export of strategic goods has been made by an

Order in Council under the Customs and Excise Act 1996. Such orders have had a

statutory maximum length of three years.

5. The current prohibition is contained in the Customs Export Prohibition Order 2017

(the CEPO) and expires on 30 September 2021. The prohibition was originally due to

expire on 30 September 2020, but was extended by one year under the COVID-19

Response (Further Management Measures) Legislation Act 2020.

6. The 1996 Act and the CEPO provide the authority to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs

and Trade to determine what constitute goods subject to prohibitions and to operate

a licensing system to regulate their export.

7. The current CEPO regulates relevant goods in two ways:

• List-based controls covering goods (military goods and dual-use items)

published in the New Zealand Strategic Goods List 1 because they have or

may have a strategic use; and

• Catch-all controls based on end-use which applies to any goods and

technologies not on the Strategic Goods List which may be destined for use in

a weapons of mass destruction programme in any country or a military end

use in a country under a UN arms embargo.

1 The 2018 Act requires the Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade to maintain an up-to-date list of all goods and classes

of goods whose exportation is prohibited (the New Zealand Strategic Goods List). 
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