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Report

On4 June (NZT) President Trump signed a Proclamation (and released an accompanying
Fact Sheet) doubling tariffs on US imports of steel and aluminium to 50%.

Some details are still not clear, but at this stage we know the following:

« The Proclamation indicates that products currently en route to the US will be subject
to the tariffs if they arrive in the US after 12.01 am (US Eastern Standard Time) on
June 4 (4pm 4 June NZT).

« For products classified in either Chapter 73 or 76 of the US tariff schedule which also
contain components other than steel and aluminium, the additional 50% tariff will be
charged on the steel or aluminium components only.

« The additional tariff will apply to all countries, with the exception of the United
Kingdom and China. The UK will remain subject to the 25% rate until at least the 9
July end of the ‘pause’ on the ‘reciprocal’ tariffs announced on 3 April, after which
time the tariff rate for the UK may change depending on the status of the US/UK
‘deal’ at that time. (Chinais subject to a higher tariff rate.)

« The Proclamation notes that Harmonised Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTSUS) codes that are covered by the increase are listed in “Annexes | and Il to this
proclamation”. However, they are not yet online. We expect these to be published on
the US Federal Register (link here) and available on the US harmonized tariff
Schedule website (link here) when this information is updated.

We will be updating the MFAT Tariff Finder (link here) once more details are published.
Given the changing nature of the situation, we suggest that you contact your US
customers and/or freight forwarders to seek their views on the latest information.

Should you have further questions, please get in contact with us at
us.exports@mfat.govt.nz



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F06%2Fadjusting-imports-of-aluminum-and-steel-into-the-united-states%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Wilson%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cb6af901c66814b9519ab08dda2ffa028%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638845940966261657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6CNS3%2F2BNbPeSOWoo9QgcSsEt56IFSEpZq1b9YxVVTs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Ffact-sheets%2F2025%2F06%2Ffact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-increases-section-232-tariffs-on-steel-and-aluminum%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Wilson%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cb6af901c66814b9519ab08dda2ffa028%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638845940966285724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HtuI3s0XlNl%2BvhBvstjKqPInL%2BMOk6NAxzBTSkg0Kug%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/18/2025-02832/adjusting-imports-of-aluminum-into-the-united-states
https://hts.usitc.gov/
https://www.tariff-finder.govt.nz/
https://www.tariff-finder.govt.nz/
mailto:us.exports@mfat.govt.nz

More info

More reports

View full list of market reports from MFAT at www.mfat.govt.nz/market-reports

If you would like to request a topic for reporting please email exports@mfat.net

To get email alerts when new reports are published, go to our subscription page.

To learn more about exporting to this market, New Zealand Trade & Enterprise’s
comprehensive market quides cover export requlations, business culture, market-
entry strategies and more.

To contact the Export Helpdesk

email exports@mfat.net
call 0800 824 605

visit Tradebarriers.govt.nz

Disclaimer

This information released in this report aligns with the provisions of the Official Information Act 1982.
The opinions and analysis expressed in this report are the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect
the views or official policy position of the New Zealand Government. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade and the New Zealand Government take no responsibility for the accuracy of this report.
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