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Report
Further to our earlier reporting, latest developments are as follows:

On 11 April, a US Presidential Memorandum, ‘Clarification of Exceptions Under
Executive Order 14257 of April 2, 2025, as Amended’, significantly expanded the list
of semiconductor-related products exempt from the US’ 10% additional ‘reciprocal’
tariffs; the list of tariff lines exempt are specified in the Memorandum. 

This exemption, like others currently in place, may only be temporary, with the
Administration announcing national security investigations on semiconductors, as
well as pharmaceuticals and critical minerals (see below). 

Recap: Current status for New Zealand exports to
the US

A 10% additional tariff applies to most New Zealand goods entering the US, on top
of existing US tariffs, as per Executive Order 14257. 

After a ’90-day pause’ on the higher tariffs on 56 countries/economies was
announced on 9 April, the same tariff currently applies to US imports from almost
all countries, with the exception of: 

China (145% additional tariff), 
Canada and Mexico (0% under the US-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement
[USMCA], 25% outside USMCA; sectoral tariffs apply)

It is not clear what will happen at the end of the 90-day ‘pause’ for countries whose
‘reciprocal tariff’ was above 10%.

The Tariff Finder has been updated to set out the total tariffs applicable to New
Zealand goods trading into the US, for each US tariff line. It specifies, on a tariff line
basis, whether the 10% additional tariff applies, or a 25% sector-specific tariff, or the
tariff line is currently exempt from additional tariffs (noted below). Please contact us
with any questions. 

Current exceptions to the 10% additional tariff are as follows (as set out in Sec. 3(b)
of Executive Order 14257): 

Latest developments

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/clarification-of-exceptions-under-executive-order-14257-of-april-2-2025-as-amended/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2025%2F04%2F07%2F2025-06063%2Fregulating-imports-with-a-reciprocal-tariff-to-rectify-trade-practices-that-contribute-to-large-and&data=05%7C02%7CDavid.Hope%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cc9e752aecd1347ed7b3908dd7d3deaa4%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638804427074250985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hPb%2FLyIsYVeG7OFiHRx5xnerb48IxgCdAcb5bvdsDxc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/15/2025-06462/modifying-reciprocal-tariff-rates-to-reflect-trading-partner-retaliation-and-alignment
mailto:us.exports@mfat.govt.nz
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2025%2F04%2F07%2F2025-06063%2Fregulating-imports-with-a-reciprocal-tariff-to-rectify-trade-practices-that-contribute-to-large-and&data=05%7C02%7CDavid.Hope%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cc9e752aecd1347ed7b3908dd7d3deaa4%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638804427074250985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hPb%2FLyIsYVeG7OFiHRx5xnerb48IxgCdAcb5bvdsDxc%3D&reserved=0


a 25% additional sectoral tariff applies to imports of steel, aluminium, including
products and derivatives; and automobiles and some automobile parts, instead of
the additional 10% tariff.
Products currently exempt from the 10% additional tariff are: copper,
pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, lumber/timber, certain critical minerals, and
energy and energy products listed in Annex II of Executive Order 14257, plus the
additional semiconductor-related products specified by tariff code in Presidential
Memorandum of 11 April, ‘Clarification of Exceptions Under Executive Order
14257 of April 2, 2025, as Amended’. 

Please note that these products may be subject to sector-specific tariffs
in future; the US has already commenced national security investigations
into: 

Copper (in all forms) (announced 25 February)
Timber, lumber, and derivative products (1 March)
Processed critical minerals and derivative products (15 April)
Pharmaceuticals and pharmaceutical ingredients (16 April) 
Semiconductors and semiconductor-manufacturing equipment (16 April)

Please contact us with any further questions on us.exports@mfat.govt.nz 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/18/2025-02833/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2025%2F02%2F18%2F2025-02832%2Fadjusting-imports-of-aluminum-into-the-united-states&data=05%7C02%7CJoseph.Brodie%40mfat.govt.nz%7C7fc65bccf7f449c786d108dd732a9dfb%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638793349067925750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q8y4NHY9jPK%2Bhirx1Zu8ToV8e3FS6Y99xb8KTx%2BTkyU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/03/2025-05930/adjusting-imports-of-automobiles-and-automobile-parts-into-the-united-states
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2025%2F04%2F07%2F2025-06063%2Fregulating-imports-with-a-reciprocal-tariff-to-rectify-trade-practices-that-contribute-to-large-and&data=05%7C02%7CDavid.Hope%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cc9e752aecd1347ed7b3908dd7d3deaa4%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638804427074250985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hPb%2FLyIsYVeG7OFiHRx5xnerb48IxgCdAcb5bvdsDxc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fclarification-of-exceptions-under-executive-order-14257-of-april-2-2025-as-amended%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDavid.Hope%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cc9e752aecd1347ed7b3908dd7d3deaa4%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638804427074348088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GHImu%2BeNLtd1j5O58cRXaArouMnGJpEdXg%2B7DDSNM%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F04%2Fclarification-of-exceptions-under-executive-order-14257-of-april-2-2025-as-amended%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDavid.Hope%40mfat.govt.nz%7Cc9e752aecd1347ed7b3908dd7d3deaa4%7C1aaaec2a4cb748cca7da41e33f622781%7C0%7C0%7C638804427074348088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GHImu%2BeNLtd1j5O58cRXaArouMnGJpEdXg%2B7DDSNM%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/28/2025-03439/addressing-the-threat-to-national-security-from-imports-of-copper
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/06/2025-03693/addressing-the-threat-to-national-security-from-imports-of-timber-lumber-and-their-derivative
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/ensuring-national-security-and-economic-resilience-through-section-232-actions-on-processed-critical-minerals-and-derivative-products/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/ensuring-national-security-and-economic-resilience-through-section-232-actions-on-processed-critical-minerals-and-derivative-products/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/16/2025-06587/notice-of-request-for-public-comments-on-section-232-national-security-investigation-of-imports-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/16/2025-06591/notice-of-request-for-public-comments-on-section-232-national-security-investigation-of-imports-of
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More reports
View full list of market reports from MFAT at www.mfat.govt.nz/market-reports

If you would like to request a topic for reporting please email exports@mfat.net

To get email alerts when new reports are published, go to our subscription page.

To learn more about exporting to this market, New Zealand Trade & Enterprise’s
comprehensive market guides cover export regulations, business culture, market-
entry strategies and more.

To contact the Export Helpdesk
email exports@mfat.net
call 0800 824 605
visit Tradebarriers.govt.nz
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