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Executive summary 

Introduction 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) has consulted New Zealanders on the Government’s 

proposal to create a Trade for All policy aimed at ensuring all New Zealanders benefit from trade. The 

goal is a trade policy that works alongside other Government policies to support sustainable and 

inclusive economic development. 

MFAT commissioned PublicVoice, an independent research organisation, to analyse and report on all 

feedback received from the Trade for All consultation. 

This document summarises the feedback that MFAT received from the Trade for All consultation and 

will be provided to the Trade for All Advisory Board and to Ministers. Feedback from New Zealanders, 

along with the Trade for All Advisory Board’s recommendations, will inform the development of Trade 

for All policy by mid-2019. 

What did people say? 

The major themes from the public meetings / hui and written submissions to Trade for All included: 

• Using trade to deliver sustainable development was a significant theme that emerged from the 

consultation process. Areas to focus on included ensuring environmental standards were included 

in trade agreements, economic sustainability, protecting New Zealand’s water, mitigating climate 

change by managing emissions, and enhancing biodiversity. 

• Using trade as a tool to enhance social wellbeing was considered an important factor for trade 

agreements. Key focus areas were income inequality, human health, labour standards and human 

rights. Many believed trade agreements could have the potential to enhance the social wellbeing 

of citizens. 

• There was general concern about market access and the impact of tariffs and non-tariff barriers on 

New Zealand trade. 

• Many submitters talked about the benefits that trade provided to both the New Zealand and global 

economy. Trade was viewed as an essential factor in driving economic growth. The benefits of 

economic growth were distributed to the New Zealand regions, business, workers, citizens and 

consumers. 

• A key concern that many respondents had was a possible loss of sovereignty that trade agreements 

might lead to. Respondents were particularly concerned about the impact of investor-state dispute 

settlement (ISDS) and the negative impact that trade might have on New Zealand laws. 

• Feedback from Māori through face-to-face hui focused on the Government providing more 

support to Māori to help grow the Māori economy. There was a belief that there is a unique 

contribution that Māori can provide to the economy, which is being underutilised. 
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• There was a belief that more could be done to enhance women’s economic empowerment using 

trade agreements. Trade agreements could focus more on reducing barriers to women’s 

participation in the global economy. 

• The biggest trade challenges for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) were non-tariff barriers and 

foreign protectionism. There was a belief that SMEs could benefit from more government support. 

The consultation process 

The Ministry consulted on Trade for All between 6 August and 

14 October 2018. Public meetings / hui were held at various 

New Zealand centres. A ‘Have Your Say’ website was 

developed (https://www.haveyoursay.mfat.govt.nz/), which 

contained discussion papers, an online submission form and 

five online polls. Feedback and questions from the public 

meetings / hui and written submissions form the initial part of 

the consultation process and are summarised in this report. 

The final part of the consultation process will involve 

deliberations by a Trade for All Advisory Board. 

Public meetings / hui 

Fifteen public meetings were held in the following centres:1 

• Auckland 
* 

• Christchurch 
* 

• Dunedin 
* 

• Gisborne 

• Hamilton 
* 

• Invercargill 

• Napier / Hastings 
* 

• Nelson 
* 

• New Plymouth 
* 

• Palmerston North* 

• Rotorua 

• Tauranga 
* 

• Timaru 

• Wellington  

• Whangārei * 

 

Eleven hui were held in the following centres: 

• Auckland 
* 

• Christchurch 
* 

• Gisborne 

• Hamilton 

• Napier / Hastings 
* 

• Nelson 
* 

• Rotorua 

• Tauranga 

• Wellington  

• Whakatāne 

• Whangārei

                                                

 

*These meetings / hui were joint European Union-New Zealand free trade agreement (EU-NZ FTA) and Trade 
for All events. 
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Questions for written submissions 

The Have Your Say website contained seven discussion documents with various questions aimed at 

stimulating engagement on trade policy. The discussion topics and questions on the MFAT Have Your 

Say website were intended to prompt discussion and feedback. However, submitters were not restricted 

to these topics and were free to respond with their views as they saw fit. 

The questions posed in the discussion documents were as follows: 

1. New Zealand and free trade agreements (FTAs) 

• How could we improve consultation? 

• What issues do you want to be consulted on? 

• Are you happy with the information available on trade negotiations? 
 

2. Trade and sustainable development 

• How might New Zealand use FTAs to enable and support a just transition to a sustainable, 
inclusive, low-emissions economic future? 

• What role do you think trade agreements should play in helping us to achieve/progress 
sustainable development? 

• Which of the SDGs do you think can be supported through trade agreements? 
 

3. New Zealand and international trade rules 

• How could New Zealand respond to an uncertain trade environment? 

• What do you think about New Zealand’s approach to trade rules? 
 

4. Te ōhanga Māori - the Māori economy 

• What areas of opportunity do you see for Māori businesses? 

• Are there specific initiatives relating to the Māori economy you would like to see reflected in 
New Zealand's trade policy? 

• What do you think are areas of focus for connections between Māori and other indigenous 
groups? 

 

5. Trade and regional economic development 

• What opportunities or challenges do you see for regional communities and businesses looking 
to participate in trade? 

• To what degree do you think New Zealand's regions currently benefit from trade? 

• What else do you think would help regions to capture greater benefits of trade? 

• To what extent do you want to see a regional perspective reflected in trade agreements? 
 

6. Trade and small and medium enterprises 

• Are there any other tools or information that you would benefit from receiving? 

• To what extent do you want to see experiences of SMEs reflected in trade agreements? 

• What has your experience been using the Government's current internationalisation services? 

• What do you think are the key challenges for SMEs who want to succeed in overseas markets? 
 

7. Trade and women’s economic empowerment 

• What gender equity issues can and should be addressed through trade agreements? 

• What further opportunities do you see for women to participate in trade?  
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Online poll questions 

The multi-choice questions in the online polls were designed to stimulate public discussion and 

engagement on trade policy and should not therefore be regarded as scientific or statistically 

representative. Nevertheless, the results from the online polls are included for interest and 

completeness and can be found on page 31 of this report. 

The poll questions were as follows: 

1. What is the best reason for trading products and services with other countries? 

2. If you have concerns about trade, what are they? 

3. Who do you think benefits most from New Zealand’s trading relationships with other countries? 

4. What should our trade agreements with other countries deliver? 

5. What is it most important that New Zealand’s trade agreements protect? 

Analysis methodology 

Three separate types of data were collected from the consultation. They were: 

1. Feedback received via public meetings / hui 

2. Written submissions (received via the consultation website or emailed/sent directly to MFAT) 

3. Online poll responses. 

Feedback received via public meetings / hui 

Feedback and questions from public meetings and hui were recorded non-verbatim. Meeting/hui 

feedback has been coded/themed separately from the written submissions. The reason for this is that 

it is not always possible to ascertain an individual’s position on a given topic by the nature of a question 

they have asked. Word clouds have been created that depict the most frequently used words. 

Written submissions 

Written submissions were received via the consultation website or sent directly to MFAT. Written 

submission data was imported into MAXQDA, a specialised qualitative data analysis program where 

responses were coded and categorised into themes. Tables illustrating frequency of codes associated 

with each theme have been included to demonstrate the significance of each theme. It is important to 

note that in some cases a submission may be coded more than once with the same code as the coded 

element might have been mentioned multiple times in a single submission. Word clouds have been 

created that depict the most frequently used words. 

Online poll responses 

The completed responses to the online polls have been reported using frequency analysis and reported 

as bar charts. Online poll results are not to be regarded as scientific or statistically representative. 
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Summary of public meetings 

 

Fifteen public meetings were held in the following centres: 

• Auckland* 

• Christchurch* 

• Dunedin* 

• Gisborne 

• Hamilton* 

• Invercargill 

• Napier / Hastings* 

• Nelson* 

• New Plymouth* 

• Palmerston North* 

• Rotorua 

• Tauranga* 

• Timaru 

• Wellington  

• Whangārei* 

*These meetings were joint European Union-New Zealand free trade agreement (EU-NZ FTA) and Trade for All events. 

 

The key themes emerging from the Trade for All meetings were: 

• Capability and capacity building 

• Sustainable development 

• Current trade negotiations 

• European Union - New Zealand free 

trade agreement (EU-NZ FTA) 

• Trade relations 

• Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 

and trade 

• Market access 

• World Trade Organisation & rules-

based system 

• Māori and trade 

• Regional development
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Capability and capacity building 

A wide range of ideas/opportunities for capability and capacity building were presented at the 

meetings. This included how the New Zealand Government could provide advice and support to build 

New Zealand’s trading capacity, marketing, and the challenges that New Zealand businesses face 

when trying to export their products and services. 

 

  

Theme Frequency Raised

Capability and capacity building 36

Sustainable development 31

Current trade negotiations 30

European Union - New Zealand free trade agreement (EU-NZ FTA) 25

Trade relations 24

Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and trade 21

Market access 16

World Trade Organisation & rules-based system 13

Māori and trade 12

Regional development 10

 

“The lack of electricity and infrastructure supporting exports, further undermined by the 

lack of maintenance and repair.” 

Public meeting – Timaru 

“We have a small export market – trying to push into wine tourism. At this stage it feels 

very fragmented. NZ Wine and NZTE are doing something, and NZ Tourism is trying to 

do a similar thing but they aren’t connected up or even aware of what the others are 

doing in that space. If we could bring them all together there would be so much more to 

gain – as they are all working on brand ‘New Zealand’.” 

Public meeting – Rotorua 

“The lack of capacity and capability means that there is a link between immigration policy 
for example the RSE (Recognised Seasonal Employer) scheme in the horticulture sector 
and productivity.” 
Public meeting – Timaru 
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Sustainable development 

Questions were asked about sustainable development, climate change, protecting New Zealand’s 

water, and New Zealand’s clean green image. A focus on why environmentally sustainable trade is 

not an objective was raised on several occasions. 

 

Current trade negotiations 

A diverse range of questions were received about current trade negotiation processes. 

 
  

 

“Why is making trade environmentally sustainable not an objective?” 

Public meeting – Wellington 

“Any sign in the negotiations you are involved with that countries are tackling issues of 
environmental sustainability more in their activities? Is that a good thing, should it be part 
of conditions of trade agreements? Knowledge of damage to environment, addressed 
through economic activities?” 
Public meeting – Dunedin 

“What is the government doing to protect public interests in water? Is MFAT involved?” 

Public meeting – Palmerston North 

 

“I think transparency is one important way to rebuild public trust. When we negotiate at 

the UN and WTO there is greater transparency, but suddenly in FTAs we don’t have this 

transparency. For many people it goes to accountability. People do not think this is 

acceptable anymore. I would encourage you to think more broadly about this. EU 

discloses their text proposals during FTAs. It would be good for us to at least match the 

EU.” 

Public meeting – Auckland 

“What are the chances of the Trade for All strategy getting cross-party support in 
Parliament?” 
Public meeting – Nelson 
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European Union free trade agreement (EU-NZ FTA) 

Questions were asked about the current EU-NZ FTA negotiations. They included how the agreement 

may impact travel and business, data security and issues of sovereignty. 

 

Trade relations 

Many questions focused on trade relations with a number of countries. Concerns were expressed 

about trading with China and the impact of Brexit. 

 
  

 

"What are the EU’s interests in an FTA with New Zealand, given that we do not have 

particularly high tariffs?” 

Public meeting – Christchurch 

“Will data security and sovereignty be part of the EU-NZ FTA negotiations?” 
Public meeting – Christchurch 

“We have discounted the EU market because of duties and taxes on our products. Are 

there any updates in terms of duties and taxes in terms of how we may access EU 

market, and not need to focus completely on US market?” 

Public meeting – Dunedin 

 

“With the UK, and Brexit and things, is there a risk of things getting stuck at the border? 

Are we going to have issues of stuff having access issues because they are in disarray?” 

Public meeting – Dunedin 

“As a NZ company based in the UK, when Brexit comes into force do you see any issues 
with us being based there and us trading with Europe? We have two companies, one is 
distribution and one is manufacturing. If our goods went through the UK to Europe what 
would this mean?” 
Public meeting – Hamilton 

“What is going to happen with China and the things they are doing in the Pacific? Will this 

dynamic with China play out our Free Trade Agreements?” 

Public meeting – Hamilton 
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Small and medium enterprises (SMES) and trade 

A variety of questions were received from and about SMEs. The key focus was on how Government 

can work to develop and grow the participation of SMEs in international trade. 

 

Market access 

Tariffs and the ability to negotiate better terms were a concern expressed at many meetings. 

Agriculture products like dairy, meat and forestry products were mentioned. 

 

 

“We want information to be fed back into the grassroots. The information sharing 

infrastructure needs to work both ways. There are too many government silos – our small 

businesses need to know what doors to knock on, how can we bring those doors to 

them?” 

Public meeting – Gisborne 

“It’s a huge expense to go to an export market and how are you going to find your 
distributor.” 
Public meeting – Invercargill 

“I think you could think more about how you reach out to business. In our manufacturing 

exporting sector, we have got 20–30 SMEs and when I talk to them, they don’t really 

know what an FTA is.” 

Public meeting – Auckland 

 

“In a world with increasing awareness of health, will we face increased tariffs on sugar, 

alcohol and fats?” 

Public meeting – New Plymouth 

“We import a lot of goods from Hong Kong and China, but there’s a big difference in 
duties and tariffs between them, depending on the shipping route to New Zealand – is 
there any move to unify these?” 
Public meeting – Napier 

“…. the issue however is that while horticulture may not be sensitive product, dairy or 

meat is difficult to get zero tariffs. How do we process and manage this within the NZ 

context?” 

Public meeting – Tauranga 
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World Trade Organisation & rules-based system 

Concerns regarding how we can move beyond the World Trade Organisation (WTO) were expressed 

along with issues that arose with investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) and dispute settlement. 

 
 

Māori and trade 

Questions regarding Māori focused on protecting Māori interests through trade, taking a Māori 

approach to trade and ensuring obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi are observed. 

 
  

 

“Do our bilateral FTAs stand up independently of the WTO system or are they reliant on 

it?” 

Public meeting – Auckland 

“How effective are trade agreements if the WTO isn’t working?” 
Public meeting – Palmerston North 

“What can New Zealand industry do to support the government in this space, and how 

can New Zealand support the rules-based system in a time of threats?” 

Public meeting – Wellington 

 

“Māori culture is how we differentiate ourselves on the global stage. Māori have always 

been traders, are good at building relationships and have a holistic view that trade needs 

to be balanced – to look after people, Papatūānuku and our atua. We need to use Māori 

frameworks and overseas connections (i.e. expat communities) that we have, as well as 

having more Māori in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) to take our values 

with them to negotiations.” 

Public meeting – Gisborne 

“How will Māori capacity be built so that they can benefit from trade agreements? How 
will Māori make sure their voice and perspectives are understood in future trade 
agreements? How does MFAT get in touch with Māori communities?” 
Public meeting – Palmerston North 

https://www.publicvoice.co.nz/


Trade for All – Summary of Feedback 

www.publicvoice.co.nz 14 

Regional development 

There was a range of questions that focused on trade and regional development. Several questions 

focused on the Provincial Growth Fund (PGF). 

 

  

 

“I recognise the point made around regional development. I’m not a Northlander, and I 

work in a big business. What I heard prior to moving to Northland, is that there is lack of 

investment in Northland. Now that I’m here, I can see it. The government should make 

sure that all regions have opportunity for regional development.” 

Public meeting – Whangarei 

 
“Are this trade initiative and the PGF working together?” 
Public meeting – Nelson 

“What role should/could a region play (via a regional plan) in its own development from a 

trade point of view?” 

Public meeting – Nelson 
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Summary of Māori hui 

 

A series of hui were held throughout the country to hear and capture Māori views on trade. 

Hui were held in: 

• Auckland* 

• Christchurch* 

• Gisborne 

• Hamilton 

• Napier / Hastings* 

• Nelson* 

• Rotorua 

• Tauranga 

• Wellington 

• Whakatāne 

• Whangārei 

 

*These hui were joint New Zealand-European Union free trade agreement (NZ-EU FTA) and Trade for All events. 

The key themes emerging from the Trade for All hui were: 

• Growing the Māori economy (ME) 

• Capability and capacity building 

• Barriers to trade and participation 

• Māori international trade opportunities 

• Māori rights and obligations 

• Indigenous intellectual property and 

taonga protection 

• Global indigenous economy (GIE) 

• Agriculture and farming 

• Greater involvement of Māori in trade 

negotiations 

• Wai 262 reflection in trade 
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Growing the Māori economy (ME) 

There were calls for the Government to help grow the Māori trade economy. Areas of focus were 

research and development and utilising the unique cultural aspects that Māori can provide. 

 

  

Theme Frequency Raised

Growing the Māori economy (ME) 50

Capability and capacity building 41

Barriers to trade and participation 28

Māori international trade opportunities 24

Māori rights and obligations 23

Indigenous intellectual property and taonga protection 22

Global indigenous economy (GIE) 21

Agriculture and farming 17

Greater involvement of Māori in trade negotiations 12

Wai 262 reflection in trade 10

 

"The Māori economy is like a developing economy. It has an explosive agenda with a lot 

of catch-up to do. Conversations are transforming at every hui into much more complex 

issues.” 

Hui – Nelson 

“How do we incentivise Māori business to operate in an international context?” 
Hui – Christchurch 

“Hate that the government uses our culture all the time. But in saying that we have the All 

Blacks playing in Japan next year – we should have a Māori expo at every All Black 

meet. Should be controlled by a Māori tourism group, but a lot of that doesn’t happen.” 

Hui – Rotorua 
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Capability and capacity building 

Lack of capital was cited as a key constraint for Māori. It was mentioned that communication needed 

to be improved beyond advisory boards and to engage Māori fully into trade discussions. 

 

Barriers to trade and participation 

There was a feeling that Māori have not benefited from trade as much as other New Zealand groups. 

A removal of barriers is required so Māori have an equal opportunity to participate in trade. This 

included a strong focus on reducing both domestic and international barriers to trade. 

 

 

"We want commitment from the government that they are investing in people in their 

agencies to move beyond the traditional populist approach. We don’t just want more 

advisory boards, which can require Māori business people to do a lot of the work.” 

Hui – Nelson 

“There are significant opportunities for Government/Crown to really show it values Māori 
culture and heritage.” 
Hui – Nelson 

“What can we do to better enable Māori businesses to trade? Resourcing and capability 

building could be better tailored to the needs of these businesses.” 

Hui – Wellington 

 

“I notice your comment on ‘levelling the playing field’, and how the NZ government is 

trying to level the playing field internationally. We have a lot of levelling the playing field 

internally to do. From Māori position we are below those levels of the mainstream market, 

and businesses. Levelling of the playing field is required to get us to the table amongst 

our own, let alone globally. How is the government going to empower those gaps?” 

Hui – Rotorua 

“Māori cannot allow others to appropriate the work they do, but there are huge barriers 
for Māori around engaging in international markets.” 
Hui – Whakatane 

“A lot of the locals here are suppliers, Fonterra have a monopoly on the market and it is 

very hard to get into the international market.” 

Hui – Whakatane 
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Māori international trade opportunities 

There was strong interest in cultivating Māori trade opportunities overseas and expressions of interest 

for the Government to support negotiations. 

 

Māori rights and obligations 

A desire for stronger recognition of Māori as Crown Treaty partner was expressed. This included 

support for amendments to the Treaty of Waitangi to reflect settlements, modern free trade 

agreements and Tikanga. 

 

 

"Currently negotiating a forestry deal with China. Would have preferred that an 

agreement could have been reached with NZ Government to ensure profits remained in 

NZ.” 

Hui – Whangarei 

“I am part of a group developing a relationship with the US Ambassador to talk about how 
investments can be brought into Rotorua/Te Arawa. Does the government approve 
/appreciate when iwi is working with other countries to see what benefits we can get? Is 
there a possibility we could have people from MFAT as part of the group /process?” 
Hui – Rotorua 

“Emphasise the opportunities that exist in the space of indigenous cooperation in Taiwan 

and how this can allow barriers to be cut down.” 

Hui – Hastings 

 

"We are not against trade, we have always been traders. But the Treaty and its 

obligations came into play. Constitutional reform is required to recognise the Treaty 

partnership between Māori and the Crown.” 

Hui – Rotorua 

“Are the Article 2 Treaty of Waitangi rights protected through our trade agreements? In 
particular - looking at intellectual property and the treatment of Mānuka honey.” 
Hui – Gisborne 

“Treaty of Waitangi clause needs to be updated, it is too old. It needs to reflect the fact of 

the Treaty Settlements and the potential that is being realised by those processes. Set up 

a group to look at the Treaty clause, get decent analysts in to get rid of it or change it.” 

Hui – Rotorua 
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Indigenous intellectual property and taonga protection 

A strong support for Indigenous IP was expressed so that Māori can protect, preserve and benefit 

from taonga species e.g. mānuka honey, kawakawa. 

 

Global indigenous economy (GIE) 

Opportunities exist for the greater development of networks between Māori and other indigenous 

people around the globe. The GIE presents a substantial opportunity for New Zealand and Māori. 

 

 

"In emerging industries Māori are focused on taonga species and biocultural IP. Need 

recognition for Māori to protect, preserve and benefit from taonga species, but lack of 

domestic policy settings is creating barriers. It is difficult for small companies using native 

species for ingredients in cosmetics and food production to grow without these 

protections.” 

Hui – Nelson 

“We want to try and ensure that our rights under the Treaty are maintained – our flora 
and fauna, our IP rights, some of that is compromised by FTAs and we have to fight 
against that.” 
Hui – Rotorua 

“A big challenge is how to protect Māori IP rights – for example, taonga and resources as 

protected under the Treaty. Internationally we see plagiarism of our mana through 

names, words – for example, mānuka.” 

Hui – Nelson 

 

"Develop not only the Māori economy, but also the global indigenous economy, with the 

goal of raising capital, but more importantly, of helping first nations communities globally.” 

Hui – Tauranga 

“Need to activate indigenous to indigenous trade, there is an opportunity there. How the 
government manages that space and gives empowerment to that space is important. I 
think we go straight to the capital gains and miss the beat when it comes to the 
relationships.” 
Hui – Rotorua 

“We need pūtea (funding) to build the trade and economic connections with other 

indigenous peoples.” 

Hui – Wellington 
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Agriculture and farming 

A range of questions and comments regarding agriculture were received. This covered impact of 

forestry, water rights, and using agriculture to provide jobs for Māori. 

 

Greater involvement of Māori in trade negotiations 

A desire for greater involvement in trade negotiations was expressed for Māori. This included having 

Māori directly involved in the negotiation process. 

 

 

"You shouldn’t be negotiating our water rights. We own the lakes and the water here. Our 

water is now being subject to international agreements and that is a no from me. You 

cannot utilise our water for commercial use without our consent. It is the biggest thing 

concerning all of us – who owns the water? How are FTAs dealing with it? And why 

haven’t Māori been involved?” 

Hui – Rotorua 

“Benefits have to be able to cascade down to employment, education. If we are getting 
into forestry, we have to own the trees, we have to own the supply and get the added 
value and then we can engage more effectively in trade, off our own lands and give jobs 
to our people.” 
Hui – Rotorua 

“Māori kiwifruit growers want more autonomy to do it their way with their own brand.  

Capability is growing but regulatory ceilings don’t allow us to do our own thing. This 

needs to change.” 

Hui – Wellington 

 

"There needs to be Māori voices in trade negotiations. There is a huge absence of Māori 

voice. The Māori way of thinking and tikanga framework can only really come from Māori 

people. Not until you get this to permeate the trade faculty that the capacity and ability for 

Māori to be far more engaged is realised.” 

Hui – Whangarei 

“Negotiators should have Māori seated with them, not just as advisers but as decision-
makers.” 
Hui – Rotorua 

“No FTA should be confirmed until a representative Māori group have ticked it off. Needs 

to be a hui, I am prepared to trust people. But I want to be the person who chooses those 

people not MFAT.” 

Hui – Rotorua 
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Wai 262 reflection in trade  

There was interest in how Wai 262 is reflected in trade and that agreements need to comply with the 

recommendations presented by the Waitangi Tribunal. 

 

 

  

 

“There are significant opportunities for Government/Crown to really show it values Māori 
culture and heritage. It is important that Trade for All is consistent with the 
recommendations from the Wai 262 Claim.” 
Hui – Nelson 

“There has been an inadequate response from the Government on Wai 262 and what 
protections are available to hapū / iwi. It appears that the tools to protect taonga are no 
longer fit for purpose.” 
Hui – Gisborne 

“How are Wai 262 claims/recommendations represented in the Treaty of Waitangi 

Clause? And how are they reflected in the way that the FTA is implemented?”  

Hui – Rotorua 
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Summary of written submissions 

A total of 209 written submissions were received. A breakdown of submissions is detailed below. 

Submission/Submitter Type Count 

Received via the Trade for All website3 165 

Business / industry 26 

Non-governmental organisation (NGO) 8 

Individual 6 

Iwi / Māori 2 

Training organisation 1 

Member of parliament 1 

 

                                                

 

3 Written submissions received via the Trade for All website did not collect any profile data. 
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Main Theme

Main 

Frequency 

Raised

Sub Theme

Environment 197

Economic sustainability 69

Inequality 93

Human health 59

Human rights 56

Labour standards 55

Elimination of tariffs 60

More market access 42

Elimination of non-tariff barriers 40

Foreign protectionism 20

Trade should support women's economic empowerment 80

Capacity building 32

Develop measurement, analysis and evaluation tools for women 19

Incorporate a trade and gender chapter 17

Gender equality in negotiating teams 8

Economy 65

All citizens 32

Business 24

Consumers 17

ISDS and loss of sovereignty 60

Ability to protect NZ interests and values 35

Protect intellectual property 21

Initiatives to improve New Zealand's economic performance 63

Develop international trade relations 35

Protecting New Zealand brand 14

Māori rights and obligations 39

Capability and capacity building 19

Protect Māori property, taonga, customs 15

Māori consultation 11

Māori involved in negotiation process 10

Global indigenous economy (GIE) 6

Challenges 53

More help and encouragement from government 20

Useful tools / information 12

Support for the rules-based approach 72

Impact of digitised economy 30

Multi national corporations 19

Oppose CPTPP 9

Marketisation 8

Improve transparency 33

Market access 162

Sub Frequency 

Raised

Sustainable 

development
266

Social wellbeing 263

Women's economic 

empowerment
156

Benefits of trade 138

Opportunities for 

New Zealand
112

Loss of sovereignty 116

Growing the Māori 

economy
100

Small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) 

and trade

85

Support for the 

rules-based system 

and WTO

General trade 

concerns
66

Increase the 

transparency of 

negotiations

33

72
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The key themes emerging from the Trade for All written submissions were: 

• Sustainable development 

• Social wellbeing 

• Market access 

• Women's economic empowerment 

• Benefits of trade 

• Loss of sovereignty  

• Opportunities for New Zealand 

• Growing the Māori economy 

• Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and trade 

• Support for the rules-based system and WTO 

• General trade concerns 

• Increase the transparency of negotiations 

Sustainable development 

A focus on using trade to deliver a sustainable economy was a major theme that emerged from the 

written submissions. Areas to focus on included ensuring environmental standards were included in 

trade agreements, protecting New Zealand’s water, mitigating climate change by managing emissions 

and enhancing biodiversity. 

 

  

 

“We need to move away from growth-focused trade and instead focus on trade for the 

purposes of social and environmental advancement specifically, not vaguely.” 

Have Your Say website 

“New Zealand assets should be developed and protected in a way that is sustainable and 
provides benefit for current and future generations.” 
Have Your Say website 

“There is no first principles examination of what the proper relationship is between trade 

agreements and the environment or even MEAs (multilateral environmental agreements). 

Neither is there meaningful identification of objectives related to the environment. The 

overall Trade for All principles does not go beyond a statement of the most basic rule of 

thumb ‘maximising the opportunities and minimising the risks’ for the environment and 

other matters, and ‘creating more sustainable economic opportunities’.” 

NGO 
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Social wellbeing 

Using trade as a tool to enhance social wellbeing was considered an important factor for trade 

agreements. Key focus areas were income inequality, human health, labour standards and human 

rights. It was seen as important that trade agreements enhance the social wellbeing of citizens. 

 

Market access 

There was general concern about market access and the impact of tariffs and non-tariff barriers on 

New Zealand trade. 

 

 

"Our trade agreements should deliver interesting well-paid jobs that provide dignity and a 

stable living for families and individuals.” 

Have Your Say website 

“Trade must progress equity within and between countries” 
NGO 

“Trade should be a vehicle to increase human wellbeing, it should be fair and encourage 

only sustainable activity. We know that inequality is a major contributor to social unrest in 

the world today and that resources are not fairly distributed. Fair trade does not take 

advantage of less powerful trading partners, exploit workers or deplete natural resources. 

It allows the free flow of knowledge and encourages co-operative activity.” 

Individual 

 

“We are vulnerable to offshore markets losing interest in our exports (tariffs, sanctions, 

etc), or to the development of a desirable substitute (cultured meat?)” 

Have Your Say website 

“…recognises that the case for trade and the case for reducing trade barriers must 
continue to be advocated and be renewed.” 
Business / industry 

“the continuing negotiation of high quality, ambitious, and comprehensive agreements, 

which not only address tariffs and other market access issues at the border, but also 

focus on behind-the- border issues such as non-tariff barriers (NTBs), regulatory 

coherence and alignment, strong science-based sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) and 

technical barriers to trade (TBT) disciplines.” 

Business / industry 
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Women’s economic empowerment 

Submitters expressed a need for reducing barriers to women’s participation in trade and that trade 

agreements should focus on equal opportunities for all women. It was suggested that trade 

agreements should be assessed and monitored in their ability to deliver on gender equity goals. 

 

Benefits of trade 

Many submitters talked about the benefits that trade provided to both the New Zealand and global 

economy. Trade was often viewed as an essential factor in driving economic growth. The benefits of 

economic growth were distributed to businesses, workers, citizens and consumers. 

 

 

“Enabling greater success for women in trade is a central element of sustainable economic 

development. Should build capacity for and reduce barriers to women’s participation in 

trade, grounded in robust gender-disaggregated data analysis. NZ has the opportunity to 

lead global policy development in this area. Should also foster gender equality in 

negotiating teams, business delegations and leadership roles in trade.” 

Business / industry 

“Trade and all aspects of the economy, should support women’s economic 
empowerment.” 
Business / industry 

“It is vital that governments negotiating agreements consider the ways in which gender 

equality can be advanced through agreements.” 

NGO 

 

“Trade has supported individuals, communities, and nations to grow their prosperity over 

a long period of time.” 

Have Your Say website 

“Trade is a way for people around the world to share and benefit from resources that 
would not otherwise be available. I believe we need to move forward from a parochial 
desire to benefit ourselves at the expense of others and look instead towards fair and 
sustainable trade for everyone.” 
Have Your Say website 

“Despite the numerous benefits of trade, we recognise that the social license and public   

acceptance of trade policy that we have taken for granted needs to be refreshed.” 

Business / industry 
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Loss of sovereignty 

A key concern that many respondents had was a possible loss of sovereignty that trade agreements 

might lead to. Respondents were particularly concerned about the impact of investor-state dispute 

settlement (ISDS) and the negative impact that trade might have on New Zealand laws. 

 

Opportunities for New Zealand 

A wide array of initiatives on how New Zealand could improve its economic performance were 

received. Ideas included focusing on moving up the value chain and protecting New Zealand’s 

brand/reputation. 

 

 

“ISDS will deem our Government useless if disputes arise over trade. We will not be 

masters of our own destiny.” 

Have Your Say website 

“Investors must come under NZ law and courts. No non-NZ organisation, business or 
political, should be given a right to limit the expressed will of the NZ people.” 
Have Your Say website 

“Our democracy – trade should never undermine the ability of New Zealanders to 

determine the direction of their country through integral democratic processes with strong 

checks and balances on power.” 

Member of parliament 

 

“NZ has a very good reputation overseas, including Europe and Mid. East, created by our 

saying NO to nuclear testing and nuclear-powered ships coming here, saying no to 

genetic engineering in our food, plus we look clean and green. We have been trading on 

this image for years. Reputation takes a while to change! However we seem to be hell 

bent on destroying this by polluting our rivers (and paying $8 million for the pleasure!) 

Why do we not learn from overseas experiences?” 

Have Your Say website 

“Free trade is good, but only when all parties are playing by the same rules. What we 
have with our relationship with China is that they want our raw materials but not our value 
add goods. The impact of this has been to undermine growth of real wages and regional 
economic development in NZ. If we look at the imports of every other pine producing 
country into China we see lumber well out numbers Log as an imported item, Russia, 
Chile, Brazil, Finland are all exporters who understand that only stupid countries export 
their raw materials!” 
Have Your Say website 
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Growing the Māori economy 

Ensuring that trade agreements honour the Treaty of Waitangi was seen as important by many 

submitters. Some mentioned that Māori representatives should be directly involved in trade 

negotiations. Importance was placed on ensuring that any trade agreements have protections for 

Māori customs, taonga and language in place. 

 

Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and trade 

Comments on SMEs were varied and focused on the challenges that SMEs face including non-tariff 

barriers and foreign protectionism. There was a perception that SMEs could receive more government 

support. A single portal for all trade related information was suggested as a useful tool to help SMEs. 

 

 

“MFAT needs more staff who are knowledgeable in Māori language and culture, so they 

are better equipped to engage with Māori and represent our interests.” 

Have Your Say website 

“Crucial that trade policy protects the integrity of Māori indigenous rights, interests and 
IP, including our culture and language. Important that NZ’s domestic-policy to protect 
these interests is properly addressed, and carefully co-ordinated with our trade-policy.” 
Iwi / Māori 

“Trade agreements must protect the government's obligations under Te Tiriti. Working in 

true partnership with Maori, as is required by Te Tiriti, is still being worked towards and 

there should not be any obstructions to that whatsoever.” 

Have Your Say website 

 

“Big business and foreign owned big business are not good for the country, it is only 

good for the profit makers who do not operate a trickle-down system and never will. 

Small export businesses need support to enter overseas markets.” 

Have Your Say website 

“The smaller businesses who manage to export seem to have to do it out of their own 
sheer will and determination. It would be good if they got more support.” 
Have Your Say website 

“SMEs would benefit significantly from improved access to critical information about 

market access opportunities and constraints. At present, this information is spread across 

multiple websites of different Government service producers.” 

Business / industry 
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Support for the rules-based system and World Trade Organisation 

There was widespread support of the rules-based approach and utilising the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) to handle dispute settlement. 

 

General trade concerns 

There was a wide range of concerns raised about trade. They included the threat of trade war, the 

protection of intellectual property, the power and influence that multinational corporations had, and 

opposition to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) 

agreement. 

 

 

“We strongly support NZ’s commitment to a rules-based international trading system and 

the WTO. Without a strong WTO we, as a small trading nation, could be ‘caught in the 

cross fire’ of trade-related antagonism between our major trading partners.” 

Business / industry 

“Supporting the international rules-based system and maintaining a free and open trading 
environment that benefits citizens of NZ and our trading partners remains paramount.” 
Business / industry 

“World Trade Organisation or WTO-compliant trade agreements is crucial for ensuring  
small countries like New Zealand are able to be treated fairly in trade negotiations” 
Business / industry 

 

“We need to protect our resources and not sell them off through big business over a short 

period of time. Our capital resources should be preserved for generations to come.” 

Have your say website 

“My major concerns are that trade agreements are not about trade but about control by 
large corporations and foreign governments.” 
Have your say website 

“….in the 21st century, the value to New Zealand of trade in IP and copyright needs to be 

better understood by government and the agencies representing New Zealand’s trade 

interests.” 

Business / industry 
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Increase the transparency of negotiations 

Perceived secrecy around trade negotiations was a concern for some. It was thought important that 

trade negotiations should be transparent. 

 

  

 

“Trade agreements shouldn't prevent the Government protecting the interests of the 

country. However, this needs to be done in transparent fashion.” 

Have Your Say website 

“Trade deals have been one of the most insidious contributors to the blinkers on our view 
of the world. They are written in secret and then imposed upon us as though they are the 
rules of the game – simply the way things have to be.” 
Have Your Say website 

“An end to secrecy: open negotiations and regular release of draft texts.” 

NGO 
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Online poll results 

The multi-choice questions in the online polls were designed to stimulate public discussion and 

engagement on trade policy and should not therefore be regarded as scientific. Nevertheless, the results 

from the online polls are included for interest and completeness. 

Online poll questions 

1. What is the best reason for trading products and services with other countries? 

2. If you have concerns about trade, what are they? 

3. Who do you think benefits most from New Zealand’s trading relationships with other countries? 

4. What should our trade agreements with other countries deliver? 

5. What is it most important that New Zealand’s trade agreements protect? 

What is the best reason for trading products and services with other 
countries? 

 

 

  

Total number of responses = 102 
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If you have concerns about trade, what are they? 

 

 

Who do you think benefits most from New Zealand’s trading relationships 
with other countries? 

 

 

  

Total number of responses = 219 

Total number of responses = 133 
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What should our trade agreements with other countries deliver? 

 

 

What is it most important that New Zealand’s trade agreements protect? 

 

  

Total number of responses = 116 

 

Total number of responses = 122 
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