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UK- New Zealand Joint Committee - Public Summary

May 2024
Location: London, United Kingdom

Summary of Discussions

The UK and New Zealand had productive discussions on the bilateral FTA, which
entered into force on 31 May 2023. The parties reviewed the operation of the
Agreement and noted its importance in underpinning a growing trade
relationship. The Agreement had made positive progress in its second year of
operation, and trade had continued to grow between our countries.

Corrections to FTA Text

The UK and New Zealand signed and exchanged letters to correct drafting errors
in Annex 7A (Wine and Distilled Spirits) and Chapter 22 (Environment). A copy of
the signed letters can be found below as Attachment One.

Wine and Distilled Spirits

Both parties signed a document modifying Appendix 7A-a. A copy of the signed
document can be found below as Attachment Two. The UK accepted four of five
proposed oenological practices listed under the side letter to the FTA. New
Zealand noted it continues to support the UK towards making an application for a
definition of whisky under the Food Standards Code of Australia and New
Zealand.

Labour, Environment and Climate Change

New Zealand reported the establishment of its Domestic Advisory Group in
March 2025 and that both parties had conducted stakeholder engagement
through the Joint Public Session held on 30 April 2025. Collaboration areas
included, amongst other areas, eco-labelling, offshore wind, green hydrogen, and
sustainable finance. The UK reflected on recent dialogues and outlined future
actions.

Services, Investment & Digital

The Professional Services Working Group was welcomed as a platform for
facilitating regulatory alignment. The Legal Services Regulatory Dialogue was
held and will reconvene in due course. New Zealand emphasised the importance
of reviewing the Digital Trade chapter.
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Intellectual Property

New Zealand confirmed the Artist Resale Royalty Scheme entered into force on
1 December 2024. Discussions included reciprocal operation, geographical
indicators, and copyright provisions triggered by the EU-NZ FTA.

Goods

The UK and New Zealand exchanged Preference Utilisation Rate (PUR) data,
which was published as part of the Joint Statement and covers the period from
June 2023 to December 2024. Discussions also touched on digitising meat
certification processes and advancing paperless trade pilots. The complexities
surrounding the Northern Ireland border were acknowledged.

Inclusive Trade

Progress was noted in the Inclusive Trade Sub-Committee. New Zealand
highlighted Maori engagement. Both parties discussed the SME workshops
which had been held, as well as impacts of trade on women and the impacts the
FTA has on trade and gender.

Next Steps
New Zealand offered to host the next Joint Committee meeting in Wellington.
Coordination on 2026 sub-committees and working groups was agreed.
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Attachment One

EXCHANGE OF LETTERS TO CORRECT ERRORS IN THE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERM IRELAND AND
NEW ZEALAND

Me.1

Dominic James, United Kingdom of Great Britain And Morthern Ireland Senior Official, to
Melanie Roberts, New Zealand Senior Official

London, United Kingdom
13 May 2025

Dear Ms Roberts,

| have the honour Lo refer 1o the Agreement between the Govemmeant of the United
Kingcom of Great Britain and Morthern Ireland {"the Unitad Kingdom") and hew Zealand, on 28
February 2022 ("the Agreement”), and to recent discussions belweaen our respective
governments concarning the desirability of comecting three drafting errors found in the
Agreement.

UK-New Zealand FTA Chapter 7; Technical Barriers to Trade

Further to those discussions, | have the honour to propose that the reference in Articla 21(b) of
Appendix To-a to Annex TA (Wine and Distilled Spirits), to ‘wine disfillate for tirsge liqueur only’
be replaced by:

“wine distillate for expadition liqgueur only™.

UK-New Zealand FTA Chapter 22: Environment

| have the honour to propose that in the reference in paragraph 9 of Article 22.9 of the
Agreement, to *paragraph 57 ba raplaced by

‘paragraph §"

Finally, the refarences in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 22.26 of the Agreement, to "a matter
arising under paragraphs 2 or 4 of Article 22.4 (General Commitments)” are o be replaced by:

‘a matter arising under paragraphs 3 or 4 of Article 22.4 (General Commitmeants)”,

| have the honour to proposs, pursuant to Article 7901)(b) of the Vienna Convention of
the Law of Trealies (1980), with the consent of your Government, that the Agraameant be
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corected in accordance with the above, Accordingly, the corected text above will replace the
defective taxt ab initia.

1 avail mysalf of this apportunity to renew to you the assurance of my highast
consideration.

Yours sinceraly,

e

Dominic Jameas
United Kingdom of Graat Britain and Morthern [reland Senior Official

Departmant of Business and Trade
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Mo.2

Melanie Roberts, Mew Zealand Senicr Official, to Dominic James, United Kingdom of Great
Britain And Morthern Ireland Senior Official

London
13 May 2025

Dear Mr James,

| am pleased to acknowledge receipt of your letter No.1 of 12 January, which reads as follows:
Dear Mz Roberts,

| have the honour to refar to the Agreemeant betwesan the Govermnmeant of tha
Linited Kingdom of Great Britain and Morthern Ireland {"the United Kingdom") and Mew
Zealand, on 28 February 2022 ("the Agreemant”), and to recent discussions bebweaen our
respective governments concarning the desirability of comracting three drafting emors
found in the Agreement.

UK-Mew Zealand FTA Chapter 7: Technical Barriers to Trade

Further to those discussions, | have the honour to propose that the reference in Articla
21(b) of Appendiz 7A-a to Annex 7A (Wine and Distilled Spirits). to ‘wine distillats for tirage
liqueur only’ be replaced by:

“wina distillate for expedition liquaur only”.

UK-Mew Zealand FTA Chapter 22: Environment

| have the honour to proposs that in the reference in paragraph 2 of Article 22,9 of the
Agreement, to “paragraph 5" be replaced by:

“paragraph &°

Finafly, the references in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 22 26 of the Agreement, to "a
matter arising under paragraphs 2 or 4 of Article 22,4 (General Commitmeants)” are to ba
replaced by:

“a matter arising under paragraphs 3 or 4 of Article 22.4 {General
Commitmeants)”,

| have the honour to propose, pursuant 1o Article 78(1)(b) of the Vienna
Convention of the Law of Treaties (1969), with the congent of your Governmaent, that the
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Agreement be corrected in accordance with the above. Accordingly, the comected text
above will replace the defective text ab inilfo,

| avail mysall of this opportunity to renew to you the assurance of my highest
consideration.

Yours sincarelhy,

Nrmete—

Dominic James
United Kingdom Senior Official

Departmant of Business and Trade

| have the honour to confirm that the Government of Mew Zealand accepls the proposal in your
Letter Mo. 1. The Government of Mew Zealand considers your Letter Mo, 1, and this Laltar No. 2
in reply, as a correction of the Agreement, pursuant to Article 7901){b} of the Vienna Convention
on the Law of Trealties. Accordingly, the corected text in your Letter MNo. 1 will replace the
defactive text ab inifio.

I avail myself of this opportunity o rensw lo you the assurance of my
highest considaration.

Yours ainn::eﬁe;h-. ) f\j
Lﬁ% tw ol ﬁ)ﬁj

Melanie Roberts
Mew Zealand Senior Official

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
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Attachment Two

DECISION No. 1/2025 OF THE UK-NEW ZEALAND JOINT COMMITTEE
of 13 May 2025

Modifying Appendix TA-a to Annex 7A (Wine and Distilled Spirits) to the Free
Trade Agreement between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland and New Zealand

THE JOINT COMMITTEE

Maving regard to Chapter 7 of the Free Trade Agreement between the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northemn Ireland (“the United Kingdom®) and MNew Zealand (“the
Agreament”),

Whersas:

1. Pursuant to paragraph 18 of Section & (Wine) of Annex TA (Wine and Distilled Spirits)
to the Agreement, the United Kingdom authorises the importation and sale of wine for
human consumption produced in New Zealand in accordance with the oenclogical
practices authorised under (a) the laws and regulations of the United Kingdom, or (b}
the laws and regulations of New Zealand and listed in Appendix TA-a to Annex TA.

2, By way of a side letter dated 28 February 2022 ("the side letter"), the Govemment of
the United Kingdom decided to assess five additional oenclegical practices for wine
production in New Zealand specified in paragraph 4 of that side letter. Following the
outcome of that assessmeant, and in accordance with the procedure set out in the side
lelter, the United Kingdom notified the Wine and Distiled Spirits Working Group
establishad under Article 30.10.4(b) of the Agreement that four of those additional
cenolegical practices specified in paragraph 4.1 (ammaonium chioride), 4.2(a) (alginic
acid), 4.2{b) (agar), and 4.4 {potassium ferrocyanide) of the side lefter had been
accepted.

3. Pursuant to paragraph 1(c) of Section C (General Provisions) of Annex T4, the Wine
and Distilled Spirits Working Group requested the Trade in Goods Sub-Committee
established under Article 30.9.1(a) of the Agreemant to make a referral to the Joint
Committee established under Article 30.1 of the Agreement fo consider and adopt a
modification of Appendix 7A-a to Annex TA in order to add the four additional
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oenological practices for wine production in New Zealand to the list in Appendix TA-a
to Annex TA.

4. The Joint Committee may, pursuant to Article 30.2.2{g)(v) of the Agreement, consider
and adopt a modification of Appendix 7A-a to Annex 7A and, in accordance with Article
30.4.1 of the Agreament, take a decision to that effect.

5. The Joint Committee has considered the proposed modification and decided to modify
Appendix TA-a to Annex TA.

HAS ADOPFTED THIS DECISION
Modification of Appendix 7A-a to Annex TA

1. Appendix TA-a to Annex 7A (Wine and Distilled Spirits) of the Agreement is
madified as follows.

2 In paragraph 2 ({substances approved for use in fermentation), after

subparagraph (i) insert:
“{i} ammonium chioride.”.

3. In paragraph 7 (substances approved for use In clarfication), after

subparagraph (v} insert:

“(w) agar;

(=) alginic acid.”.

4. In paragraph 8 (substances approved for use in stabilisation and preservation),

after subparagraph (r) insert:

"(s) potassium ferrocyanide up to a maximum of 0.1 mg/kg.".

Thizs Decision shall enter into fores on 13052025,
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For the Joint Committes

The Co-Chair and Head of the
United Kingdom Delegation

Londaon, 13/05/2025

The Co-Chair and Head of the
Mew Zealand Delagation

London, 13/05/2025

DOMINIC JAMES MELAMIE ROERTS
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